
Godôs Glory, Your Joy



Rules for Suffering



1.  Resolve to set your heart on 

God no matter what!
ÅDeut 6:4-5

ïThe Great Shema

ïThatôs a whole lot a love

ÅCommandment #1

ÅLife is not a hockey pool - no mid season 
trades



2. Learn some theology - itôs 

uplifting to think about God
ÅFocus on his character

ÅIncommunicable attributes

ïIndependence (Acts 17:24-25)

ïImmutability (Mal 3:6)

ïEternity (Ps 90:2)

ïOmnipresence (Ps 139:7-10)

ïUnity - he is not divided into parts



3. Learn some more theologyé

ïSpirituality (Jn 4:24)

ïInvisibility 

ïOmniscience 

(1Jn 3:20)

ïWisdom

ïTruthfulness

ïGoodness

ïLove

ïHoliness

ïRighteousness

ïJealousy

ïWrath

ïWill

ïOmnipotence

ïPerfection

ïBlessedness

ïBeauty



4. Read the book of Jobéagain.

Does God rebuke Job for asking questions?

Does God answer them?



5. Pray for the lost

ÅYou may be suffering in Godôs hands, with 

a hope of heaven.  They have nothing!

ÅPray for the Holy Spirit to unveil their eyes 

to the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ



6.  Avoid the application trap

ÅThinking about God and contemplating his 

greatness is fruitful end in itself

ÅNot everything you hear from the pulpit 

needs to be concrete and immediately 

applicable to you

ÅIf it makes you think about God more or 

think of Him more greatly, gloriously and 

majestically so much the better



7.  Hold on for pure joy!

ÅYou wonôt get it completely this side of 

heaven








