May 10, 2009

What would it be like to live in a world without fear? The world gives

us a view of power through fear: authority, control and manipulation.

We are under the pressure of controlling agendas from almost
everywhere in life. But Jesus Christ demonstrated the true art of
power when He came into the world with God’s freeing agenda of
Love...

The Art of True Power

(Walking skilfully and mindfully in the love of God shed abroad in
our hearts)

Matthew 20:25 - 28 (NKJV) ?°But Jesus called them

to Himself and said, "“You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great
exercise authority over them. ?®Yet it shall not be so
among you,; but whoever desires to become great among
you, let him be your servant. <’And whoever desires to
be first among you, let him be your slave— “®just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for many.”

A. Jesus contrasts two very different “systems” of
power: Domination through Authority vs Service
through Love.

e “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
those who are great exercise authority over them.”

e The world’s idea of power is CONTROL through power.
Along with CONTROL is someone’s AGENDA for your life.
We need to become AGENDA — FREE, except for the Loving
agenda of God: to love us into freedom!

e “Yetit shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to
become great among you, let him be your servant.”

B. The world wields power through the domination of
Fear.

e The world has nothing to give the spirit of man, so it has to
control outwardly through fear!

Fearis a SPIRIT

Uses power to control, manipulate, agenda-ize.

God says that in love there is no “fear of punishment”

John 4:16-18 “And we have known and believed the love that
God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides
in God, and God in him. *"Love has been perfected among us
in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment;
because as He is, so are we in this world. **There is no fear in
love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves
torment(*punishment” — NIV). But he who fears has not been
made perfect in love.

. God demonstrates power through serving in Love.

o God fills our spirit with Himself as Love and this inward
RESOURCE enables us to live as God would.

e John 3:16 — God’s Agenda is to LOVE the world back to
restoration through His Son.

[ ]

. We are called to walk in the ART of Jesus’s kingdom

Power: LOVE
e John 13:34-35— “A NEW commandment I give..”

e Jesus came to demonstrate God’s True Power to the world:
LOVE!

e This is the true mark of His Kingdom people! (v. 35)

. Our Greatest Stewardship with the planet: God’s Love is

shed abroad in our hearts!
e Romans 5:5 (NKJV) *Now hope does not disappoint, because
the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit who was given to us.
e Wecan live as a new breed of people in the earth! Live the
agenda of God’s love!
e “Love never fails” — 1 Cor 13:8a

. Where the church needs to be in these days:

e Ephesians 3:17 - 19 (NKJV) Ythat Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is
the width and length and depth and height— *°to know the
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love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God.

M Rooted and grounded in love

M Able to Comprehend the love

M Knowing this love

M Filled with God’s fullness of Love

“Handling Love Skillfully”

Mark 12:29-31

2°Jesus answered him, “The first of all the
commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lorp our God,

the Lorp is one. 3°And you shall love the LorD your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength.’This is the first
commandment. 3!And the second, like it, is this: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 1is no
other commandment greater than these.”

A. What are we skillful at?
e World record long-distance spit record/
e World cricket-spitting distance: 32 ft /half inch!
e Human condition: fascination and expertise with what is
unimportant and trivial.

B. Become skillful in the most important thing in life:
LOVE

e (God says the most important thing is Love:

e Loving God with “ALL” — have you the skill at this?

e And loving others “AS” — have you skill at this?

e The secretto BOTH of these is to FIRST receive God'’s Love
for us and apply His love to us:

e 1John4:19: *We love Him because He first
loved us.

C. Treat Love as a skillful spiritual tool. (as the simplest
means to step into the supernatural work of God)

o Skillfully apply love to ALL your heart, soul, mind and
strength...

e |t OPENS all your inner life to God’s operations!

e 1 Peter 1:22 - °Now that you have purified
yourselves by obeying the truth so that you
have sincere love for your brothers, love one
another deeply, from the heart.

e Cultivate the Love of God in your heart and USE it to
apply against all the negative things in your life.

D. How to become “skillful”...
e Apply yourself to practice something repeatedly.

e Apply love to: your intentions, thoughts, attitudes, words,
actions: HAVE LOVE GOVERN ALL THIS!

E. What is Love? How do we define it so we know how to
use it?

e 1John 4:10-11 (NKJV) °In this is love, not that
we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins. Beloved, 1f God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another.

e The Bible defines Love for us:
(1.) God is Love (1 John 4:8)
(2.) Love is God loving us and giving us Christ (1 John 4:10)
(3.) Love (from us) is reflecting the above two truths in how we
treat everything else in life. (1 John 4:11)

e Loveis “From God” ONLY. (1 John 4:7)
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1. Imitating God: Apply love as the “all-
purpose medicine” to life’s ills.

Ephesians 5:1 - 2 (NKJV) 'Therefore be imitators
of God as dear children. “And walk in love, as
Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us,
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-—
smelling aroma.

A. God skillfully Applied Love as the remedy to a fallen
universe!

e John 3:16-17

e Romans 5:8 (NKIV) °But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

e God's MO (method of Operation): Deal with the world through
the Love of Christ!

¢ Do not handle things! Handle Christ ALONE!

B. We are admonished to IMITATE God in living a life of
love.

e !Therefore be imitators of God as dear
children. ?And walk in love...”

e Christians are caught up in a “power delusion” along with the
world. We seek power in gifts and offices... but God put 1 Cor
13 between chapters 12 and 14 for a REASON!

e Love is the true root of spiritual power: the offices (Eph 4) and
the Gifts (1 Cor 12) are for EXPRESSING THE POWER OF
LOVE!

C. Love is like an “all-purpose” medicine. (Love is the root
antidote for all problems).
e “Love... and do what you want!”

e |t should be our first course of action: Receive the love of
Christ in this situation and express it.

e Our first course of action is to CONTROL and AGENDA a
situation. Ouir first course of action is to turn to POWER to
CHANGE our outward situation.

e Better: Skillfully APPLY LOVE to our INNER world (eg. Why
am | angry, resentful, jealous.

e [Eg. Carpet the world or bottom of your feet?

D. Love is a skillful and supernatural response, not just a
sympathetic one.

E. “Keep yourselves in the love of God...” (Jude 1:21)

2. Skill #1; Stop “Agenda-ing” people;
servein Love.

Galatians 5:13 - 15 (NKJV) *For you, brethren, have
been called to liberty,; only do not use liberty as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another. YFor all the law is fulfilled in one

word, even in this: "“You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.”t 1°But if you bite and devour one another,
beware lest you be consumed by one another!

A. Our Tendency is to turn to some form of power to
CONTROL our environment.

e Money, position, strength, fame, etc. become means to have
power and control.

e To be in the “flesh” is to seek life’s answers in OUTWARD
things. (Being in control)

e To be in the spirit is to seek answers WITHIN. (letting God be
in control)

B. When we “Agenda” people, we are being controlling,

manipulating and oppressive to their spiritual growth.
e You cannot “agenda” people. You agenda TIME, not people!
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e If you do not turn your life to God’s agenda of loving you, you
will be pulled into other people’s agenda for your life.

e Manipulation and control can be in non-aggressive ways:
passive aggressive, cold shoulder treatment, withhold
affection, acting hurt, suicide attempt, attention seeking, etc.

e Spiritual control and “agenda-ing” is common in legalistic
churches. Freedom comes from preaching the race of God.

C. Growth is growth in the personal freedom of God’s
Love.
e You can't stay free without staying in God’s Agenda of Love
for you!
e Break free of agenda’s with walking in God’s love: Matt 5:40-
41

D. The only way to NOT be controlling with others is to
serve in God’s Love.

3. Skill #2: Walk in Love’s Directives towards

all situations and you will flow in the
supernatural.

e 1 Corinthians 13:4 - 8 (NKJV) 4Love suffers long and
is kind; love does not envy,; love does not
parade itself, is not puffed up; 5does not
behave rudely, does not seek its own, 1s not
provoked, thinks no evil,; 6does not rejoice
in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;,
7bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things. 8Love never
fails. But whether there are prophecies, they
will fail; whether there are tongues, they
will cease,; whether there is knowledge, 1t
will vanish away.

C. Surrender your responses and decisions to God’s
Love inside you.

D. Touching Love is to touch the supernatural.

4.  Skill #3: Cultivate a Compassionate Mind.
(The only “sane” mental state!)

1John 4:16 (NKJV) ‘°And we have known and believed the
love that God has for us. God is love, and he who
abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

A. God’s love is in your spirit. Your spirit will guide you
in love’s directives.
e Galb:22
e 2Tim1l:7

B. WWLD? What would Love do?

e A simple question to practice, to open yourself to God’s
movements.

Philippians 2:1-5

1Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit,
if any affection and mercy, 2fulfill my joy by being
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. 3Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. 4Let each of you
look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. 5Let this mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus,

A. Your spirit has the love, but it is blocked in
expression by an unrenewed mind.

e People say, ‘I just don’t feel love for people.” It is not
about feeling, it is about what you think! Feelings follow
thoughts.
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e Train your mind = cultivate feelings of love.
® The love in our spirit can be blocked by a mind

B. The mind needs to be renewed by thinking through
our spirit of love.

C. Train your mind in Compassion: put yourself in
someone else’s shoes.

e Matt 9:36 - “But when He saw the multitudes, He
was moved with compassion for them, because
they were weary and scattered, like sheep
having no shepherd.”

D. Phil 2:1-5.

5. Skill #4: Apply God’s Love to yourself inwardly

first, in order to have clear spiritual insight on
handling things outwardly.

Matt 6:22 22 (NKJV) “The lamp of the body is the eye.
If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be
full of light. 23But if your eye 1is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

A. A “Good eye” is one that looks with the singleness of
God'’s love.

e Our body (spiritual) is full of light when our eye sees nothing
but God’s love for us and our love for Him.

B. Mark 12:29-31. Apply Love to your inward parts and
stay spiritually clear.
e This is a commandment to a life of POWER!

e  Our first order of business for empowerment is to lead our
whole inner being in the love of God.

C. Only when we walk in love are we seeing with a
spiritually clear eye.

e Matthew 7:1 -5 (NKJV) 1“Judge not, that you be
not judged. Z2For with what judgment you
judge, you will be judged; and with the
measure you use, 1t will be measured back to
you. 3And why do you look at the speck in
your brother’s eye, but do not consider the
plank in your own eye? 40r how can you say
to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck
from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your
own eye? bLHypocrite! First remove the plank
from your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.

D. Apply God’s Love to your own heart and you will have
love for others.

e Rom 5:5 - love of God for us

e 1John4:9-10(NKJV) °In this the love of God
was manifested toward us, that God has
sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through
Him. °In this is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins

e 1John4:16 (NKIV) “And we have known and
believed the love that God has for us.
God is love, and he who abides in love
abides in God, and God in him.

6. Skill #5: Applying Love’s “three cords” that
cannot be broken.

Eccl 4:12 “And a threefold cord is not quickly
broken.”
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A. Love for others is about freeing them from our
agenda and leading them into their agenda in God’s
Love.

e Don’t control and manipulate people in your agendas.
e Lead them into God’s Love for them.
e Ourjobisto LOVE; God’s job is to CHANGE people!

B. Love has three primary foundations:
1. Acceptancenot rejection.

2. Understanding not condemnation.
3. Participation not manipulation.

C. If we offer these three things to people we will open
them and our situation to the supernatural.

Conclusion:
Be skillful in Love with four easy steps....

Ephesians 4:31 (NKJV) *'Let all bitterness, wrath,
anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you,
with all malice.

Ephesians 5:1 - 2 (NKJV) !Therefore be imitators of God
as dear children. Z“And walk in love, as Christ also
has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and
a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

Refrain from harming others (4:31)

Offer love to others (4:32)

See yourself as God’s Beloved (recipient of God’s
continuous love) (5:1)

4. Live in the power of Christ’s love (5:2)
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