April 10, 2009 (Good Friday)

The quality of our life is dependent upon the quality of the
awareness through which we see life. How we everything is filtered
through our own inner conscience. To have a truly happy life we
have to understand how God cared for our inner window of our soul
through. ..

Good Friday Blessedness

Scriptures:
Rom 4:6-8; Heb 9:11-15; 10:1-12

Rom 4:6-8 (NKJV) ®just as David also describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God imputes
righteousness apart from works: '“Blessed are
those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose
sins are covered,; °Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord shall not impute sin.”

Introduction

A. Have you lived in a perfectly happy and content state?

o Ifyou have ever had one of those perfect moments you know how happy life
can be.

e David Described a “blessed” (Happy) state for the human soul.

e  What would be the happiest state of the human soul?

e Ans: the total removal of the cause of suffering: guilt and fear. (The provision
of Christ answers that!)

e  Good Friday's answer:

B. David’s Prophetic view of the cross: A Blessed State!
e Quote from Psalm 32 by King David
o David lived under the law. He could see no way around the laws justice so
David prayed for mercy and hoped for Grace.
e  Prophetically David spoke these verses looking forward to the cross.
e He described a BLESSED STATE

e  Plural in Hebrew: “The blessednesses”:
(1) Blessedness of forgiveness.
(2) Blessedness of non-imputation of sin.

C. Do you know your FORGIVENESS?

The first state of blessedness is FORGIVENESS.

e Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And
whose sins are covered

o 1John 2:12 (NIV) 72 write to you, dear children, because your sins have
been forgiven on account of his name.

e At the root of all mental, psychological and emotional problems with
people is the lack of this inner consciousness of being completely,
totally forgiven.

D. Do you know God will NOY IMPUTE SIN to you?

The second state of blessedness is something even more amazing...
virtually non-understood: Non-Imputation of sins.

Impute = to legally charge a matter to your account. To place upon.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.”

This would be to be completely blameless for life.

This would be a Forever-Gift! For a lifetime.

Did you know this is the message o Good Friday: 2 Cor. 5:18-19
18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19that is, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

E. Do you know God IMPUTES RIGHTEOUSNESS?

Rom 4:6
e This is the Blessedness of all Blessednesses:
e “._justas David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God

imputes righteousness apart from works”

e  What if you had an inner awareness of (1) Forgiveness, (2) Non-Imputation
of sin for a lifetime and (3) imputed righteousness?

e We would be the most happy, upright, good, compassionate and free people
on the planet!

F. What would it mean for believers to live in a Cross-created
consciousness of Righteousness instead of their flaws?

e  Good Friday is about producing in us a Cross-created Consciousness of our
souls.
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e  No education can give it. No religious good works, no self-improvement
technique, etc.
o This level has to be a divine work: which is what the cross was.

G. It's been 2000 years since the cross and still the church is
living in a consciousness of condemnation instead of Good
Friday Blessedness.

The “Blessed State” created by Good Friday:

1. God is COMPLETELY satisfied with the
sacrifice of Christ. God will not impute sin
against you.

D. What sins were covered in this death? ALL (past, present
and future)

All your sins were future from the point of the cross!

If not future sins, Jesus would have to come and die again.

And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. (v6)

Psalms 103:2-3 - 3who forgives all your sins

Col 1:14 - “in whom we have... the forgiveness of sins...”

E. God will not impute sin a second time.

2. God imputes Righteousness to you because of
the cross.

Isaiah 53:5-6, 8, 10-11

A. Why will God not impute sin to you?
e Has God lowered His standards? Is He soft on sin?
e BECAUSE GOD ALREADY IMPUTED YOUR SIN ON JESUS!
e Law of “double jeopardy”’: you can not try or punish someone twice for the
same crime.
e Al your crimes were charged against Christ.

B. Isaiah 53:5-6, 8, 10-11. Justice was served and exhausted
on Christ.
e  Look at the powerful words used:
(v4) stricken, afflicted, smitten of God
v5) wounded, bruised, chastised, strips
v8) cut off, stricken
v10) bruise, put to grief,
v11) bear

—~ o~ —~ —

C. The death of Christ was powerful love and powerful justice!
e The LOVE = It was substitution: He bore it for us
e The JUSTICE = It was complete: pleased, pleasure, prosper, satisfied

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) 2?'God made him who had no
sin to be sinft for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

A. How does God impute righteousness to us?
e Ans = How did God impute sin to Christ? Did Christ sin? No. God had
to have sin IMPUTED to Him because Christ had none of His own
e Also we had God impute righteousness to us because we had none.

B. We are MADE righteous by God imputing Christ’s
righteousness to us!

C. Ourrighteousness is not by our conduct. It is apart from
works based on grace.

D. Isaiah 61:10-11. God has clothed you: don'’t leave
home without your clothes on!

3. God now treats you with a covenant of peace.
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Is 54:7-10
. What is the effect of God imputing Christ’s righteousness
to you? PEACE!!

If God will not impute sin on you and impute righteousness to
you what would be the inner effect on the heart and
conscience? PEACE!

Romans 5:1 (NIV) ‘Therefore, since we have
been justified through faith, we* have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ,

. Isaiah 54:7-10. These verses were truly fulfilled at the

Cross.

V. 7-8 happened at the cross. Justice and Love met.
Result: v. 9-10 = a covenant of peace!

. God will not be angry with you again! (Is 54:9)

. Good Friday Boldness: Isaiah 54:17

Colossians 1:20 - 23 (NIV) “°and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace  through his blood, shed on
the cross. *Once you were alienated from
God and were enemies 1in your minds because
off your evil behavior. “’But now he has
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body
through death to present you holy in his
sight, without blemish and free from
accusation 0 “’if you continue in your
faith, established and firm, not moved
from the hope held out in the gospel.

4. How God sees us through a blood-covenant.

A. To understand the power of New Covenant righteousness,
let’s look at how powerful Old Testament righteousness
Was:

e The blood of bulls and goats gave Israel a covering of
righteousness not imputed righteousness.

e But even with that God saw Israel as guiltless and faultless!

e Exod 12:13

B. Micah 6:5 tells us there is righteousness to learn in the
story of Balaam.

e Micah 6:5 (NIV) My people, remember what Balak
king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of
Beor answered. Remember 0y our journeyld
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
righteous acts of the LORD. 0

e Numbers 23:20-23. How God saw Israel!

e Though Balaam was hired to curse, he could not
because GOD HAD BLESSED! Why? 23:21!

C. When sins are cleared away, God’s blessing overturns any
curse.

D. How much more the blood of Christ: Heb 9:14

5. The Blessedness of a truly cleansed
consciousness.

A. Heb 10:1-14. The need of worshippers to have a Good
Friday consciousness.

B. The Offering of Christ has sanctified us once for all
(10:10).

C. The Offering of Christ has perfected us forever! (10:14)

D. Heb 10:2. We should have no more consciousness of sins.
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e (NKJV) AFor the worshipers,
would have had no more consciousness of
sins. o

6. LiveinthefiHow much moreo powg

Blood of Christ!

Hebrews 9:11 - 14 (NIV) ""When Christ came as high priest of the good things
that are already here £ he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle
that is not man—made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 2He did not enter
by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place
once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 3The blood of
goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially
unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. *#How much more, then,
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished
to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,£ so that we may
serve the living God!

A. His blood provided an eternally-lasting redemption (9:12).
e “He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered
the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal
redemption.”

. His blood changed your very spirit! (9:13-14)

e “The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those
who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly
clean. 14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences
from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”

. Conscience is also “consciousness”: the very root of
awareness!

. Awareness is what you see life through and so colours all
you see and how you see it.

h

o n c/e Three powierful benefits from thisfi bl es s e d

r

stateo of consciousness:

A. When you are conscious of righteousness, your
awareness of God is clearer and so your fellowship is
o Brightqr. 1y o i
e Matthew 5:8 (NIV) ®Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God.

B. Three powerful “awarenesses” caused by Good Friday

blessedness:

1. Awareness of God writing His law within

you.(Heb 10:16-18)
Hebrews 10:16 - 18 (NKJV) ®“This is the
covenant that I will make with them after
those days, says the Lorp: I will put My laws
into their hearts, and in their minds I will
write them,” Ythen He adds,
their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”
Awareness of .(@Gmd6-8 Love
Ephesians 1:6 - 7 (NKJV) °‘to the praise of
the glory of His grace, by which He made
us accepted in the Beloved. 'In Him we
have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace
Awareness of Life. (Rom 5:18)
Romans 5:18 (NKJV) ‘®Therefore, as through
one man’s offense judgment came to all
men, resulting in condemnation, even so
through one Man’s righteous act the free
gift came to all men, resulting in
justification of life.

“Their sins and

Conclusion:
John 19:28-30. Matt 26:27-28
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