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April 6, 2009   

 

“Return, Growth, Transformation and Maturity 
in the Harvest Fields of the Lord” 

(A Study of Ruth) 

 
Theme: Seeing the allegory in the book of Ruth of the soul’s 
progress into maturity by following our spirit in returning to the 
House of God for marriage to Christ. 

 
REVIEW: 

► CHAPTER 1: Naomi’s family leave Bethlehem to wander in 
Moab. God leads her to Faith and Repentance to RETURN to 
God. 

► CHAPTER 2: Ruth is instructed to glean in the fields of Boaz 
(Christ), to feed and fellowship and grow strong. 

► CHAPTER 3: Naomi urges Ruth to seek marriage to Boaz at 
the Threshing floor in the night time. 

 
 

Chapter Four: 

The Final Harvest of Maturity 

(Growth Principle: the Authority of Grace) 
 

Theme: Boaz takes upon Himself the work of bringing Ruth into the 
fullness of redemptive privileges. 
 

Text: “So Boaz took Ruth and she became his 
wife.” (Ruth 4:13) 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

A. In Ruth chapter four we come into the HOME of Boaz as a 
conclusion of our growth journey. (Some see this as the 

1000 year Millennium reign of the overcomers) 
 Book of Ruth takes us from Moab to Fields of Bethlehem, to 

Threshing floor, to Boaz’ home. 

 John 14:1-6 

 
B. The AIM of relationship with God is a life of UNION with 

Him. 
 This is the goal of our walk with God. 

 Imagine a life completely IN GOD, JOINED TO GOD! 

 John 17:20-23 – Jesus final prayer for us 
 

C. The question posed in Ruth 4 is: “How do we come into 
union with Boaz (Christ)?” 

 The answer is GRACE. (Ruth can not affect this work, Boaz 
must). 

 Law is what we give to God; Grace is what God gives to us. 

 Our problem: we rely on grace to save us: but turn to works to 
complete the job of union with God. NO: it is all His work. 
 

D. In this Chapter Boaz does all the work to provide for 
Ruth. (Growth is entering into union with what Christ has done) 

 Ruth’s job: Rely on Boaz’s work. 

 
E. Three obstacles to Ruth entering into full rest in the home 

of Boaz: 
1.) Ruth’s inability to accomplish this for herself. 
2.) The problem of a closer relative having the authority over her. 
3.) The problem of this redemption needing to be both righteous 

and legal before the community. 
 

D.  The Growth principle in this chapter is embracing the 
AUTHORITY of GRACE in all Christ has done for us. 
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Message in a Nutshell… 
Ground: 

UNION with God is the Aim of Relationship to God… 
Path: 

It is established in our life by the authority of GRACE… 
Fruition: 

Enabling us to overcome every barrier to growing into full 
union with Christ. 

 

WE”VE RECIEVED THE AUTHORITY 

OF GOD’S GRACE TO… 

 

1. ESTABLISH THE REDEMPTIVE WORK OF 
CHRIST OVER OUR SOULS. 

(Ruth 4:1-4) 
 

“Boaz went up to the town gate and sat 

there…”- 4:1 

 

A. This action Typifies Christ’s work for us. 
 Hebrews 1:3 (NIV) 

3
The Son is the radiance of God‟s glory 

and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things 
by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.   

 Hebrews 8:1 (NIV) 
1
The point of what we are saying is this: 

We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,   

 Hebrews 10:12 (NIV) 
12

But when this priest had offered for all 
time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God.   

 Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) 
2
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.   

B. Boaz seeks to establish redemptive rights for Naomi and 
Ruth. 

 He goes to the “town gate” as the place of official and 
legal work. (It was the “city hall” of the day). 

 Christ went to the Father’s Throne! 
 Christ took on the work of our salvation. We should have 

done it, but were unqualified. He did not need to, yet did 
because He was qualified. 

 Rom 5:6 – “You see, at just the right time, 
when we were still powerless, Christ died 

for the ungodly.” 

 

C. Christ comes to restore our whole life:  to “BUY IT BACK” 
and “REDEEM IT”. 

 Gal 3:13-14 
 

D. Boaz alone can do this work. (Are we aware that what we 
need to be in union with God is entirely in the hands of 
Christ‟s work alone?) 

 Col 1:22 – “But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to 

present you holy in his sight, without blemish 

and free from accusation—“ 

 Col 1:28-29 
 

E. Union principle = continuous entry into the accomplished 
Work of Christ (What He HAS done for us – receive it by 
faith). 
 

F. (1a) Boaz takes care of this LEGAL matter at the “Gates” 
of the city, just as Christ took care of our situation at the 
THRONE of God with His blood. 

 Heb. 9:12, 10:19,  
 The “Gates” of a city was their “city hall” where matters of 

legal authority were settled. 
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 Our REDEMPTION is a LEGAL COVENANT before the 
highest court in the universe! 

 

G. (1b) Boaz distinguishes Himself as the Best relative from 
the nearest relative: Christ verses our “old self”. 

 There is a “nearer relative” to claim our soul: the flesh, the old 
man! 

 But Christ is our new man and He is the BETTER relative to 
take up our cause! 

 Rom 8:3-4 
 

H. (v.2) Christ establishes His SUPREME authority over all 
decisions regarding our future happiness. 

 The 10 “elders of the city” would have had legalistic and 
traditional views of Ruth: she is a Moabite, she is unworthy, 
unqualified, etc. 

 Boaz silences their arguments by His grace and decisive work. 
 

I. (v.3-4) Deciding before all witnesses who has the 
righteousness (and love) to care for Ruth.  

 Rev. 5:2-5. 

 
 
 

2. ESCAPE THE DOMINATION OF THE “OLD 
MAN” AND ENTER INTO THE FREEDOM OF THE 

“NEW MAN”. 

(Ruth 4:5-8) 
 
„At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, “Then I 

cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own 

estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.”‟ 

– 4:6 

A. For us to be free to enter into Christ we had to be freed 
from the Law (our “nearest relative” spiritually). 

 Rom 7:1-6 

 But the law could never fulfill our needs! 

 The law could not help us: Rom 8:1-3 
 

B. Boaz displaces the nearest relative in order to take up 
care for Ruth. 

 There is a nearer relative to Naomi than Boaz. This person has 
first legal rights of ownership. 

 There is someone nearer to us than Christ: our old self, the 
flesh, who we are in Adam. 

 Who we are in Adam has the legal right over us before Christ: 
Rom. 5:12, 17-21 

 Christ displaces the old creation we used to be by His death on 
the cross and thereby makes a way for Himself to be our 
husband. (Rom. 7:4-6) 

 Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20 

 

C. Eph 4:20-24. Put off the old; Put on the New! 
 

D. Our spirit is full of GRACE: all that Christ is and has done 
for us. 

 1 Cor 6:17 

 Rom 1:9 

 We have to establish the dominion and authority of our reborn 
spirit over our daily life. For this is the ONLY place of Christ’s 
finished work towards us. 

 Gal 5:22-23 
 

E. Union principle = get out from under the dominion of the 
flesh (our „nearest relative‟) and into the rule of our reborn 
spirit. 
 Rom. 8:5-9, 12-14 

 

F. (v.5) Who will take on the real depth of the problem? 
 

G. (v.6) Notice the inability of the first relative to care for 
Ruth’s Situation. 
 

H. (v.7-8) Replacing new authority = transferring out of the 
“old man” (in Adam) and into the new man (in Christ). 
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 “The redemption and transfer of property” – “legalizing 
transactions” (v.7) 

 “Buy it yourself” – exactly what Christ did for us! (1 Cor 6:20) 
 

 
 
 
 

3. ENABLE US TO OBTAIN EVERY BLESSING  
CHRIST HAS.  

(Ruth 4:9-12) 
“Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the 

people, “Today you are witnesses that I have 

bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, 

Kilion and Mahlon. I have also acquired Ruth the 

Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to 

maintain the name of the dead with his property….” 

– 4:9-10 

 

A. You are Christ-Bought! 
 Like Boaz bought all the property for Naomi, Christ has 

bought back all we lost. 

 Christ obtained all we needed as a human being so that, as 
our representative, we would get it all back. 
 

B. Boaz acquires all for Ruth. 
 “I have bought… all the property…” 

 This was not just about marrying Ruth, but about getting back 
for the family ALL the property that belonged to them. 

 These fields and property would now come under Boaz’ care 
and work and harvesting for Ruth’s provision and benefit! 

 Christ obtained it all for us: Eph 1:3 
 

C. Union principle = by faith we need to enter into all that 
Christ has obtained for us as our inheritance. 

 Eph. 1:3/ Eph. 1:18/ Col. 1:12/ Heb. 9:15 
 

D. EVERYTHING IS YOURS! 
 Luke 15:31 

 1 Cor 3:22 
 

E. (v. 9-10) Christ has BOTH the LOVE and the redemptive 
AUTHORITY to restore all to us. 
 

F. (v11-12) Blessing is pronounced on the destiny of Ruth by 
association with Boaz. 
 “May the LORD make the woman who is coming 

into your home like Rachel and Leah, who 

together built up the house of Israel. May 

you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous 

in Bethlehem. 12Through the offspring the 

LORD gives you by this young woman, may your 

family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar 

bore to Judah.” - 4:11-12 

 Rachel = lamb; Leah = weary, tired. 
 Perez = breaking forth, birthing through! 
 Tamar = a palm tree (upright)  

 
 

4. ENJOY THE FULL BLESSINGS OF OUR 
INHERITANCE.  

(Ruth 4: 13-22) 
The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the 

LORD, who this day has not left you without a 

kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout 

Israel! 
15
He will renew your life and sustain you 

in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who 

loves you and who is better to you than seven 

sons, has given him birth.” 

A. Ruth settles into the Blessings of Married life. 
 13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. 

 (v.13) Here is the life of REST! 
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B. Boaz restores all that was lost: This is what Christ did for 
us: John 16:14-15 

 “All the Father has…” 

 We need our eyes opened to our full inheritance: Eph 1:17-18 

 Col 1:12 - giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 

 Heb 9:15 
 

C. Union Principle = We must exercise the kingdom 
authority of Christ to enter into our full inheritance. 

 Naomi is encouraged to enter in and accept all this 
relationship means. 

 The encouragement is: “It is all yours Naomi! Enjoy it all!” 
 Luke 18:3-8 -  press in and get it all! 
 

D. (v.13-22) Blessings of a full Inheritance 
1.) v.13 – Giving birth 
2.) v.14 – The Praise of a favoured position. 
3.) v.15 – Renewal of life and strength to sustain it. 
4.) V.15b – A love that is “Better than…” 
5.) V. 16 – given a great purpose to care for. 
6.) V.17 – “Obed” = service and worship in the 

kingdom 
 

D.  (v. 18-22) The Genealogy of King David. (Ruth‟s life 
had a part in the future rule of David over Israel) 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
 

Ground: 
UNION with God is the Aim of Relationship to God… 

Path: 
It is established in our life by the authority of GRACE… 

Fruition: 
Enabling us to overcome every barrier to growing into full union 

with Christ. 


