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July 6, 2008 

The Lord is many things to us — Saviour, provider, healer, lover — but 

most of all, He wants to be your Shepherd. It is when you take your place 

in His fold and rely on Jesus as your good Shepherd that the abundant 

life that He came to give you will become a reality.  John 10:10-11 

The Vision for 
a Divinely Shepherded Life 

(Psalms 23) 

What it will mean for the church to be in the Shepherding 

Pastures of the Lord in these days: The Prophetic Symbol 

of “Goshen”. 

 We will again see the Prophetic symbol of Goshen in these 

last days: The place where we are in kingdom care while 

the world experiences ever increasing judgments that are 

the birth pains to usher in God’s kingdom! 

 Exodus 8:22 (NIV) “‘But on that day I will deal differently 

with the land of Goshen, where my people live; no swarms 

of flies will be there, so that you will know that I, the LORD, 

am in this land.”   

 Exodus 9:26 (NIV) “The only place it did not hail was the 

land of Goshen, where the Israelites were.” 

MESSAGE THREE: 

The Paths ð Our Way 

Scriptures: Psalms 23:3 (NIV) 3he restores my soul. He guides 

me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.      

 Psalms 145:1; John 14:6; Proverbs 3:5-7 

 

Summary: All God’s pathways into His pastures are paths of 

righteousness. When we make His righteous paths our way of life 

we enter into the abundant inheritance of His Name. 

Introduction: 

1. The Shepherd, the Pastures and the Paths. 

 After a right relationship with the Shepherd (v.1) and a 

dwelling in His Pastures of supply (v.2), we become 

STRONG to walk in His ways (v.3). 

 When you have a Shepherd and a Supply your life is 

ready to become a Showcase to the world. 

 The Trinity is seen:  

a. The Source of things (v1): the Father. 

b. The Supply (v.2): the Son. 

c. The Paths (v.3): The Spirit. 

 This reveals grace, not law. 

2. Psalm 23:3 – The secret to staying in the pastures of 

supply! (Righteousness) 

 It is one thing to get into the pastures of his supply; it is 

another to STAY there. 

 To stay in these pastures requires righteousness. 

3. The “restored soul sandwich”: between green 

pastures and righteous paths. 

 Notice where the phrase, ―He restores my soul‖ comes 

in: between having the supply and walking in the paths. 

 If you are missing either, your soul will not be ―held‖ in a 

restorative environment. 

 The purpose of the slices of bread is to ―hold‖ the good 

stuff in place for you to enjoy. 
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4. Seek the Shepherdôs righteous paths! (Matt 6:33) 

 Matthew 6:33 

 It is an invitation to true prosperity. 

 ―His way of doing and being right‖ – Amplified Bible 

5. We must have a óWAYô about our lives that is the 

mark of kingdom citizenship: Righteousness. 

 Acts 9:2 (NIV) “…and asked him for letters to the 

synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any 

there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to 

Jerusalem.”   

 The first Christians were called people of ―the way‖ 

because that is what distinguished them: a way of 

life that was different! 

 

GETTING OUR LIVES INTO HIS RIGHTEOUS PATHSé 

A. The Lordõs Guidance is found in His spiritual 

Pastures. 

Psalms 23:2 - 3 (NIV) 2He makes me lie down in green 

pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3he restores my 

soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 

sake.       

1. The ñHe guides meò (v.3) follows the feeding and 

resting in His pastures (v2). 

 Seeking guidance without feeding and 

fellowshipping is like writing and exam without 

studying: your chances of having the right answer 

is limited. 

 Sheep are guided in the pastures and to more 

pastures: from pastures to pastures; The Christian 

life is from faith to faith (Rom 1:17) 

 We have to be HEALTHY to be guided and led. 

 You can’t guide weak, sick or unhealthy sheep. 

First you have to feed, supply and strengthen them. 

2. A Christian’s guidance comes from a life in the 

Spirit. 

 The Spirit is our spiritual pasture. 

 If we abide in the Spirit and set our mind on the 

Spirit we become strengthened to listen to and hear 

the Spirit. 

 Romans 8:5 - 8 (NIV) 5Those who live according to 

the sinful nature have their minds set on what that 

nature desires; but those who live in accordance 

with the Spirit have their minds set on what the 

Spirit desires.  6The mind of sinful man is death, but 

the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 

7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit 

to God’s law, nor can it do so.  8Those controlled by 

the sinful nature cannot please God.  

3. The reason why many Christians do not know the 

Lord’s will is because they are not full of the Lord’s 

supply in their spirit. (Eph. 5:17-18) 

 Ephesians 5:17 - 18 (NIV) 17Therefore do not be 

foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.  
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18Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 

debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.   

 If you are full of the Spirit you will understand the 

Lord’s will 

 If you are full of the debauchery of the flesh, you 

will be spiritually insensitive. 

4. Until your mind is submitted to the spirit, you will 

miss God’s will most of the time. (Eph. 4:23) 

 

 

B. The Defining Characteristic of the Lordõs 

Paths is RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

Psalms 23:3 (NIV) “He guides me in paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake.”  

1. The Primary characteristic of God is His 

Righteousness. 

 There is no one righteous; not even one‖ (Rom 

3:10) 

 Isaiah 45:21 - And there is no God apart from me, a 

righteous God and a Savior;  there is none but me. 

 God’s righteousness is part of His glory: His glory in 

His works and actions. 

2. All His paths are full of righteousness. (Learn to love 

what God loves) 

 Ps 33:5 – He loves righteousness 

 36:6 – Like great mountains 

 Ps 45:7 – He loves righteousness 

 85:13 – righteousness goes before Him 

3. Righteousness comes before its effects we desire: 

peace, joy, prosperity and blessing. 

 Isaiah 32:17 (NIV) 
17

The fruit of righteousness will 

be peace; the effect of righteousness will be 

quietness and confidence forever. 
    

  

 Proverbs 21:21 (NIV) 
21

He who pursues 

righteousness… finds life, prosperity» and honor. 

      

4. How to ―run with sparkle‖ and live life in the ―flow‖ 

(nahal) of God: righteousness. 

 The Hebrew word for ―Leads‖ is ―Nahal‖: to run with 

sparkle, to flow: to carry, be lead, guided on. 

 We are not driven into righteousness; we are LED, 

carried. 

 There is a spiritual ―flow‖ to a life in God: constant 

leading into righteousness. 

5. A generation that loves righteousness will be 

fearsome and powerful! 

 

 

C. We are led in paths of righteousness òfor His 

Nameõs sakeó. 

Psalms 23:3 (NIV) “He guides me in paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake.”   

1. This implies ―for His honour, reputation, on His 

account‖. (Righteousness represents Him). 

2. It also implies and entering into all that belongs to 

His Name as an inheritance. (i.e. for entering into all 

His Name implies). 
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3. When we walk in His paths of righteousness, we 

enter into the inheritance of His Name. 

 

 

D. We can turn our paths into His paths by 

following His Word in every area of living.  

Psalms 119:105 (NIV) 105Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light for my path.       

1. God has given us His word to get our thinking and 

living straightened out. 

 Prov 4:18-27 

2. God’s commandments are righteous and lead to a 

life of righteousness. 

 Psalms 119:137, 138,  

 Isaiah 48:18 (NIV) 18If only you had paid attention to 

my commands, your peace would have been like a 

river, your righteousness like the waves of the sea. 
    

 

3. How we turn our paths to His: 

 Proverbs 3:5 -  7 (NIV) 5Trust in the 

LORD with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; 6in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 

straight. 7Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear 

the LORD and shun evil.       

a. Trust in the LORD with all your heart     

b. lean not on your own understanding  

c. in all your ways acknowledge him,   

d. Do not be wise in your own eyes    

e. fear the LORD and shun evil 

 

4. God’s Word is an invitation to us to enter into His 

righteous paths 
 

 

E. Learn to take the òHigheró Ways of God.  

Isaiah 55:8 - 9 (NIV) 8“For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the 

LORD. 9“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.       

1. Settle this: your thoughts and ways are not His! 

2. God’s word takes us into the ―higher ways‖ of His 

righteousness. 

3. ―Higher‖ implies an entering into the life of God and 

the ways of Heaven. 

4. Until the church learns to walk in the higher ways 

of God’s word, there will be no righteousness to 

provide a testimony to the world and a shelter from 

satan. 

 

 

F. Until your mind is renewed in the Word, you 

have no true test for Godõs will in your life.  
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Romans 12:1 - 2 (NIV) 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in 

view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual£ act of 

worship.  2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—

his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

1. Until you renew your mind in the word of God, you 

will not be able to ―test‖ for God’s will. 

2. Three things necessary to walk in His paths (Rom 

12:1-2): 
a. Offer your bodies to God as a living sacrifice. 

b. Do not conform to the world 

c. Renew your mind 

3. Increase your store of ―word –seed‖ in your heart 

and you will increase your sensitivity to His leading 

in His paths of righteousness in more and more 

areas of your life. 

 

 

G. If we want the Lord to guide us into His 

paths, we must let His Word thoroughly 

search out, overturn and rebuild our inner 

life.  

Psalms 139:23 - 24 (NIV) 23Search me, O God, and know 

my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24See if 

there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 

everlasting.  

1. Let God’s word search out and expose your inner 

life. 

2. Hebrews 4:12. Expose yourself to His eyes. 

3. You can not trust your own judgments of your heart 

about your heart. Only God’s word is accurate to do 

that. 

 

 

H. Righteous Paths will give us a vision of Godõs 

Face. 

Psalms 17:15 (NIV) 15And I—in righteousness I will see your 

face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your 

likeness.  

1. Righteousness lets us ―see‖ God’s face. 

2. If you want to enter a level of intimacy with the Lord 

you’ve never known, just try walking in 

righteousness. 

3. Righteousness is the wedding garment of the 

church: Rev 19:7-8 

 Revelation 19:7 - 8 (NIV) 7Let us rejoice and be 

glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the 

Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself 

ready. 8Fine linen, bright and clean, was given 
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her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous 

acts of the saints.)  

4. Righteousness will return a new kind of joy to the 

church that nothing in the world can give. 

 Isaiah 61:10 (NIV) 10I delight greatly in the LORD; 

my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed 

me with garments of salvation and arrayed me 

in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 

adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride 

adorns herself with her jewels.       

 

5. Get a garment change! (Zech 3:4) 

 Zechariah 3:4 (NIV) 4The angel said to those 

who were standing before him, “Take off his 

filthy clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I 

have taken away your sin, and I will put rich 

garments on you.”  

 

 

I. His righteous paths yield the desirable fruit 

of Peace. 

Isaiah 32:17 (NIV) 17The fruit of righteousness will be 

peace;  the effect of righteousness will be quietness and 

confidence forever.       

1. What people truly seek in life: peace and quietness 

and a settled confidence in life come by righteousness. 

2. Peace = nothing broken, nothing missing. 

3. Righteousness will remove the enemy’s grounds for 

oppressing you! 

 Isaiah 54:14 (NIV) 14In righteousness you will 

be established:  Tyranny will be far from you; 

you will have nothing to fear. Terror will be far 

removed; it will not come near you.       

  

Conclusion 

Psalms 23:1-3 

Path: 

V Surrender to the Shepherd 

V Stay in the Supply of His Pastures 

V Walk in the paths of His Righteousness 

Results: 

―I do not want’ 

―he restores my soul.‖ 

 

 


