May 18, 2008

A Generation of Rebuilders

Nehemiah 2:17 (NIV) "4 EAT ) OAEA O1 OEAI
trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have
been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem, and we will no longerbe REOCOAAA8 S

nFail t hf ul t o t he

(Nehemiah 13 i A Rebuilders commitment i even
when everyone else goes astray)

Reading Nehemiah 13:B1
Text Nehemiah 13:14 (NIV)A Re me mber me f or {
and do not blot out what | have so faithfully done for the houseof
my God and its services. o0

Introduction:

A.During
to old ways .

(v67a)iBut whil e all this

Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes

king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Some time

later | asked his permission ‘and came back to

Jerusal emé. o

In the absence of GRACE, people revertioto old

ways.

Virtually EVERY commitment they made and swore to

is BROKEN.

This was a gradual decline.

Nehemi ahds departur e,

° w a

B. When Jesus went away, Peter returned to fishing.

h

John 21:13
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Peter catches no fish. Jesus appears again and fills the
net.
Jesus reinstates Peteti t h
Me more than
OAA OEA
C. When we turn from Grace we fall back into law
and when we return to law we will re turn to the
world for relief.
Gal 5:}10
O U * Howdo we stay in grace? We turn to Christ for
everything. Put faith in Him.

o one question:

t hese?0

D. Hosea7:8 (N\WVYAEphrai m mi xes with t
nations, Ephraim is a flat cake not turned over. 3

Goddbés people turn to the wi
God. (They are like a cake cooked too much on one side
(bml¥t) b Qtiﬁ?raw on the otherside

Are you aiflatc a k e Purned

s, O

not over

E. Satan uses the world to replace the Father in your

\R/grlg vg Iiat%er; rsa(:f‘atn Hieriv)snSon (truth); fleshvs
Spirit.

on, | was not i n
gJames4:4

goi.n

F. When we turn from G

return to tending our own house.

supplying

WHAT REBUILDERS DO
WHEN UNFITHFULNESS ABOUNDSé

1|Page



1. Repair the Provisions of your Spirit. D. YOUfI_SdI'Di rit is the fAStorage roo
supplied!

. 8 . ° Eph 5:18
Nehemiah 13:8 9 (NIV) °l was greatly dlsg)leased and threw all e Gal35
Tobiahodos househol dllggeaddrstoporift gqf t he r oom.
the rooms, and then | put back into them the equipment of the

house of God, with the grain offerings and the incense. E. Notes from text: ~ (v. 4-8)

e putin chargeof the storerooms
e He was closely associated with Tobiaftand he had

A.The Supply rooms vacated for Tobi ahRideghfwithalargeroom

personal storage. e formerlyused _
e Nehemiah 13:48 e providing Tobiah a roomin the courts of the house of
e Tobiah was one of the men who had tried to stop the God. _ R
building of the wall (2:10, 19; 4:3; 6:102, 17, 19. o threwal I Tobi ahos odidaf thesreomo | d
e Tobia was using spiritual things for his own agenda, * gave orders to purify the rooms
not Gods! (a prophetic picture of modern e and then | put backinto them the equipment of the
Christianity!) house of God
e El'iashi b =stidroda! owi | I r e
B.Have we removed Godo6s dAstufflo and put our )
Astuffo in our spirit? 2. Repair the Place of Praise
e Iniguity = doing Goowhs things our way, Tfor our
ends. Nehemiah 13:10- 11 (NIV) ‘°l also learned that the portions

assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and that all the

C.Your life will reflect the #stpfitdsshdshder reshohsiblé for theséhvice hadRydnd bhck to
with! Fill it with Jesus! theirown fields. 'So | rebuked the offici
e Luke 6:45 (NIV) “The good man brings good things is the house of God neglecte d 20 Then | call ed t
out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man stationed them at their posts.

brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.
For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.

e 1 Corinthians 6:17 (NIV) YBut he who unites himself A. The Levites and singershad Agone back to
with the Lord is one with him in spirit. own fi el dso.
e Romans 8:16 (NIV)*The Spirit himself testifies with e Nehemiah 13:1611

our spirit that we are Gaoados c bi Thdlack of supply for their office caused them to
return to secular pursuits.
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¢ Dwelling in the house aworking the fields? Which

will be your life?

B. “"So | rebuked the officials
/s the house of God negl ect 4
e Our prosperity comes fron
first (Matt. 6:33)
e You are Godds house, Hi s
placeof praise.
C.AThen | called them toget hei
at their posts. o
D. Restore the Song of the Lord! (Repair the place of
praise)
E. You will only grow as high as your praise level.
F. If satan can steal your Joy in the Lord , he can
take y our strength . (Neh 8:10b)

3. Repair the Distributions of Grace.

Nehemiah 13:12 13 (NIV) *?All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new
wine and oil into the storerooms. I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the
scribe, and a Levite named Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms and
made Hanan son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah, their assistant, because
these men were considered trustworthy. They were made responsible for
distributing the supplies to their brothers.

A. Supplies were redistributed to the Levites to

serve.

D

n

Nehemiah 13:1213

e The supplies were distributed to each as they had

need.

e Acts 2:45 (NIV}®Selling their possessions and goods, they
and as k edgvetgafyengs he daged,

d?o . Aptsfl:SS(NlViSand put it at the apost

car i ng dtgPyted i ze9ng g ke haginged. s e o

t e mp |V\éeare cplerl ig tpe CH%CB ||f€é%dt$tfl%lt8 ur _
0s gr a hr.oough our gi ft

1 Peter 410- 10Each one should use whatever gift he

and st A‘IQ,S ye(‘ﬁlyp%t(b:ser\fe athers, falthfully administering
dés grace i its vari

Eph 4:16- **from whom the whole body, joined and

knit together by what every joint suppliesaccording

to the effective working by which every part does its

share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of

itself in love.

The church grows by EVERY member distributing

the grace given to them.

ou
°

C.Godds New Testament Economy
Administraton (A di/i stri bution of G
Agoods and serviceso)

e Eph 3:89

We distributethe riches of Christ to the house so
everyone is supplied for their function.

This is why we believe in Life Groups: it is a place
o fdistfibuting the supplies to their brotheés

D. If the church does not function as a spiritual

body, the supplies to our s  pirit are diminished.

Where a church and its members function in the
spirit it is a glorious
religious thing with no life.
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E. You
eve
[ ]

4. Repair your Rest in

cannot be fully Asuppli
ryoneb6és functioning.
Your spiritual fullness will nohappen outside of the
church life.

the Lord.

Nehemiah 13:15 17 (NIV) “In those days | saw men in Judah treading
winepresses on the Sabbath and bringing in grain and loading it on
donkeys, together with wine, grapes, figs and all other kinds of loads.
And they were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Therefore
| warned them against selling food on that day. **Men from Tyre who
lived in Jerusalem were bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise and
selling them in Jerusalem on the Sabbath to the people of Judah. I

rebuked

the nobles of Judah and

you are doingd desecrating the Sabbath day

A. The Sabbath was being desecrated by secular
pursuits.

Nehemiah 13:1518
fi éthey were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the
Sabbath. 0

Is58:1314(NIV) A1 f you keep
breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please
on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and
t he LORDOGSs holaydifgoahlonohito n o
by not going your own way and not doing as you
please or speaking idle words, **then you will find
your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride on
the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance
of your f &he moaith of thed @R® bas 0
spoken.

y O

sai d

U r

rabl

feet

e

e d 0B. WhetSabbatht (Rest) is one of the most important

spiritual principles: it represented the grace of
Christ.

e That is why it met
the cross).

e Law =work;Grace = rest

Under the New Covenant, Christ is the reality of
the Sabbath. The Sabbath we keep is Resting of
Christ.

wi t h
e We REST in Christ doing our spiritual work for us (at

Go

e We do not keep the law and we do not keep the Sabbath

anymore. Christ is the reality of the Sabbath.
e We keep HIM, we keep our relationslapd focus on
Him.
. Co\b 2:1617- 16% refore do not Iet
h%t%u eal I’ﬁ or With re a d tooa refl
festival, a New Moon celebratlon or a Sabbath day.
17These are a shadow of the things that were to come;
the reality, however, is found in Christ
e Heb. 4:1011

The things of the world come in and choke the
word . (Keep from being entangled)
Mqu&4' (NIV) 19but the worries of this life, the

deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things

come in and choke the word, madiith unfruitful.

whan your eyes are on Jesus, you are at REST.

E. Be faithful to GRACE!
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What is higher your word level or your world level?
e When your eyes are on the world you are oppressed,
when your eyes are on yourself you are depressed, but



5. Repair the Watch over your figates O .

Nehemiah 13:19 (NIV)**When evening shadows fell on the gates

of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, | ordered the doors to be shut and
not opened until the Sabbath was over. | stationed some of my own
men at the gateso that no load could be brought in on the

Sabbath day.

Nehemiah 13:22 (NIV)#*Then | commanded the Levites to purify
themselves and go and guard the gatesn order to keep the
Sabbath day holy. Remember me for this also, O my God, and show
mercy to me according to your great love.

A. The Gates were not guarded.

B. ““Then | commanded the Levites to purify themselves
and go and guard the gates in order to keep the
Sabbath day hol y. o

Nehemiah 13:1922

People were bringing into Jerusalem commerce on the
Sabbath day.

Secular interests replacing sacred ones.

Mark 4:19 (NIV) **but the worries of this life, the
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things
come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

What are our AGateso? Our
spirit.

Psalms 24:7 (NIV)'Lift up your heads, O you gates;
be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory
may come in.

What you allow in your thought life affects the
condition of your spirit.

e Ephesians 4:23 (NIV)*to be made new in the
attitude (Gr. Spirit) of your minds;

C. Luke21:36.J esus calls us to fAKeep
e Luke 21:36- **Be always on the watchand pray that

you may be able to escape all that is about to happen,

and that you may be able to stand before the Son of

Man. 0O

Matt 7:157 false prophets

24:47 that no one deceives you

26:411 that we do not fall into temptation

Rom 16:17 those that cause divisions

D. What are you allowing into your life?
e Living things can not allow anything and everything
in. Some things are poisatoxic, allergic, etc.
e Life is discerning and distinctive.

E. Satands tactic is not deni al
e Satan knows he can not get you to flat out deny Christ,
so he nullifies the riches of Christ by MIXTURE with
other things.
e Todayods ddnotibadoristzalow, it is just
DILLUTED, POLLUTED and NULLIFIED by
mi xture with so many ot her
¢ What we need today is a PURE Christ!
e To get this we must return to being separate, holy and
Mi nd i distinguisbinggfavhagwetaltow iota qur life.
F. Seta Prayer watch over your | if
take this into my |ife?0
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6. Repair the spirit of Holiness.

Nehemiah 13:23 24 (NIV) *Moreover, in those days | saw men
of Judah who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and
Moab. 2*Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or
the language of one of the other peoples, and did not know how to
speak the language of Judah.

A. The People marry foreign wives.

Nehemiah 13:2327

Unfaithfulness abounds: everyone is getting a
Af oreignd somet hing!

B. What hav e
mixing your life?
What has mastered you has authority over you.

you fAimarriedo from t

e "Divorceod i s messy busi ng
e God wants you to marry Hints 62:45
e This is what wil/l restor ¢
C. The peopl edarotkiew ow fo speak
the | anguage of Judaho.

When we mix with the world, we forget the
Al anguageo of Praise (Jud

D. Hi st ory |l esson: Solomonéds |
%\Was it not because of marriages like these that

Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among the many

nations there was no king like him. He was loved by

his God, and God made him king over all Israel, but

even he was led into sin by foreign women. 0

Be a garden locked up and a fountain sealed for Jesus
Song 4:12

?You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride; you

q

E. Love God or love the world: choose one!
life is an unhappy one)

Thelack of power and miraclas the church is a lack

of holiness.

(A mixed

7. Repair your Priestly  function

Nehemiah 13:30 (NIV)*So | purified the priests and the Levites
of everything foreign, and assigned them duties, each to his own
task.

he world that is

A. Nehemiah restores the Priests to their service.
Nehemiah 13:281
Purifies and positions them before God to tend to

p ﬁJeru.s%(Pqun% House.

B. Restore your Priesthood:
hearing, blessing
A Priest is one who has a GODWARD living.

SS.

offerings, worship,

ah) . e Our outer fAvocationo may
all have an inner vocation of a spiritual priesthood.
ng f al®l Live frogyourespiry ferdsod _
e Lev. 8 is thechapter on the consecration to the
priesthood.

Deut 10:8- ®At that time the LORD set apart the tribe
of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD,
to stand before the LORD to minister and to
pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do
today.®That is why the Levites have no share or
inheritance among their brothers; the LORD is their

are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain.o

inheritance, as the LORD your God told them.)
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C. We were made a kingdom of priests to serve the
Father.

¢ Revelation 1:6 (NIV) To him who loves us and has
freed us from our sins by his blood, ®and has made us
to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and
Fatherd to him be glory and power for ever and ever!
Amen.

e Why you were freed from sins! (Not to
but to serve the Father!)

e God could noshow us any greater love than to call us
to serve Him! We are loved by this, not Him.

=1}

go to heaveno

D.Levite = AAttachedo to the Lord
e Levi means AAttachedo. That is why this tribe was
chosen for the priesthood.
e They were faithful when all Israel went astray.
e Wemustresore our AATTACHMENTO to the Lord.

Conclusion :

Nehemiah 13:31 (NIV)*1 also made provision for contributions
of wood at designated timesé. o

e The wood was for the fire on the altar.

e Nehemiahdés contributions kept the fire on the altar of God
from goingout!

e What a prophetic picture of Nehemiahoés | ife and Ministry.

e Leviticus 6:13 (NIV) **The fire must be kept burning on
the altar continuously; it must not go out.
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