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May 18, 2008  

A Generation of Rebuilders 

Nehemiah 2:17 (NIV) 174ÈÅÎ ) ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ 
trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have 
been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in ÄÉÓÇÒÁÃÅȢȱ   

ñFaithful to the Houseò 

(Nehemiah 13 ï A Rebuilders commitment ï even 
when everyone else goes astray) 

 

Reading: Nehemiah 13:1-31 

Text: Nehemiah 13:14 (NIV) ñRemember me for this, O my God, 

and do not blot out what I have so faithfully done for the house of 

my God and its services.ò  

Introduction:  
A. During Nehemiahôs departure, Godôs people return 

to old ways . 
 (v.6-7a) ñBut while all this was going on, I was not in 

Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes 

king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Some time 

later I asked his permission 
7
and came back to 

Jerusalemé.ò 

 In the absence of GRACE, people revert back to old 

ways. 

 Virtually EVERY commitment they made and swore to 

is BROKEN. 

 This was a gradual decline. 

 

B. When Jesus went away, Peter returned to fishing.  
 John 21:1-3 

 Peter catches no fish. Jesus appears again and fills the 

net. 

 Jesus reinstates Peter with one question: ñDo you love 

Me more than these?ò 

 

C. When we turn from Grace we fall back into law 
and when we return to law we will re turn to the 
world for relief.  

 Gal 5:1-10 

 How do we stay in grace? We turn to Christ for 

everything. Put faith in Him. 

 

D. Hosea 7:8 (NIV) ñEphraim mixes with the 
nations;  Ephraim is a flat cake not turned over. έ 

 Godôs people turn to the world and will not turn back to 
God. (They are like a cake cooked too much on one side 

(burnt) but still raw on the otherside). 

 Are you a ñflat cake not turned overò? 

 

E. Satan uses the world to replace the Father in your 
heart.  

 World vs Father; satan (lies) vs Son (truth); flesh vs 

Spirit. 

 James 4:4 

 

F. When we turn from supplying Godôs house, we 
return to tending our own house.  

 
 

WHAT REBUILDERS DO 

WHEN UNFITHFULNESS ABOUNDSé 
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1. Repair the Provisions of your Spirit.  

Nehemiah 13:8 - 9 (NIV) 
8
I was greatly displeased and threw all 

Tobiahôs household goods out of the room.  
9
I gave orders to purify 

the rooms, and then I put back into them the equipment of the 

house of God, with the grain offerings and the incense.  

 

A. The Supply rooms vacated for Tobiahôs own 
personal storage.  

 Nehemiah 13:4-8 

 Tobiah was one of the men who had tried to stop the 

building of the wall (2:10, 19; 4:3; 6:10ï12, 17, 19). 

 Tobia was using spiritual things for his own agenda, 

not Gods! (a prophetic picture of modern 

Christianity!) 

 Eliashib = ñGod will re-store!ò 

 

B. Have we removed Godôs ñstuffò and put our 
ñstuffò in our spirit? 

 Iniquity = doing Godôs things our way, for our own 

ends. 

 

C. Your life will reflect the ñstuffò you fill your spirit 
with! Fill it with Jesus!  

 Luke 6:45 (NIV) 
45

The good man brings good things 

out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man 

brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. 

For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  

 1 Corinthians 6:17 (NIV) 
17

But he who unites himself 

with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

 Romans 8:16 (NIV) 
16

The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are Godôs children.   
 

D. Your spirit is the ñStorage roomò of God! Keep it 
supplied!  

 Eph 5:18 

 Gal 3:5 

 

E. Notes from text:  (v. 4-8) 
 put in charge of the storerooms 

 He was closely associated with Tobiah, 
5
and he had 

provided him with a large room 

 formerly used 

 providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the house of 

God. 

 threw all Tobiahôs household goods out of the room.  

 gave orders to purify the rooms 

 and then I put back into them the equipment of the 

house of God 

 

 
 

2. Repair the Place of Praise  

Nehemiah 13:10 - 11 (NIV) 
10

I also learned that the portions 

assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and that all the 

Levites and singers responsible for the service had gone back to 

their own fields.  
11
So I rebuked the officials and asked them, ñWhy 

is the house of God neglected?ò Then I called them together and 

stationed them at their posts.  

 

A.  The Levites and singers had ñgone back to their 
own fieldsò. 

 Nehemiah 13:10-11 

 The lack of supply for their office caused them to 

return to secular pursuits. 
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 Dwelling in the house or working the fields? Which 

will be your life? 

 

B.  
11So I rebuked the officials and asked them, ñWhy 
is the house of God neglected?ò 

 Our prosperity comes from caring for ñGodôs Houseò 
first (Matt. 6:33) 

 You are Godôs house, His temple: donôt neglect your 
place of praise. 

 

C. ñThen I called them together and stationed them 
at their posts.ò 
 

D.  Restore the Song of the Lord!  (Repair the place of 
praise) 
 

E.  You will only grow as high as your praise level.  
 

F.  If satan can steal your Joy  in the Lord , he can 
take y our strength . (Neh 8:10b) 
 

 
 

3. Repair the Distributions of Grace.  

Nehemiah 13:12 - 13 (NIV) 
12

All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new 

wine and oil into the storerooms.  
13

I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the 

scribe, and a Levite named Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms and 

made Hanan son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah, their assistant, because 

these men were considered trustworthy. They were made responsible for 

distributing the supplies to their brothers.  

A.  Supplies were redistributed  to the Levites to 
serve.  

 Nehemiah 13:12-13 

 The supplies were distributed to each as they had 

need. 

 Acts 2:45 (NIV) 
45

Selling their possessions and goods, they 

gave to anyone as he had need.   

 Acts 4:35 (NIV) 
35
and put it at the apostlesô feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone as he had need.  
 

B.  We are called in the church life to distribute 
Godôs grace through our gifts. 

 1 Peter 4:10 - 
10

Each one should use whatever gift he 

has received to serve others, faithfully administering 

Godôs grace in its various forms. 

 Eph 4:16 - 
16

from whom the whole body, joined and 

knit together by what every joint supplies, according 

to the effective working by which every part does its 

share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of 

itself in love. 

 The church grows by EVERY member distributing 

the grace given to them. 

 

C. Godôs New Testament Economy is a Household 
Administration  (A distribution of Godôs Household 
ñgoods and servicesò) 

 Eph 3:8-9 

 We distribute the riches of Christ to the house so 

everyone is supplied for their function. 

 This is why we believe in Life Groups: it is a place 

of ñdistributing the supplies to their brothersò. 

 

D.  If the church does not function as a spiritual 
body, the supplies to our s pirit are diminished.  

 Where a church and its members function in the 

spirit, it is a glorious thing. Where they donôt it is a 

religious thing with no life. 
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E.  You cannot be fully ñsuppliedò without 
everyoneôs functioning. 

 Your spiritual fullness will not happen outside of the 

church life. 

 

 
 

4. Repair your Rest in  the Lord.  

Nehemiah 13:15 - 17 (NIV) 
15

In those days I saw men in Judah treading 

winepresses on the Sabbath and bringing in grain and loading it on 

donkeys, together with wine, grapes, figs and all other kinds of loads. 

And they were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Therefore 

I warned them against selling food on that day.  
16

Men from Tyre who 

lived in Jerusalem were bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise and 

selling them in Jerusalem on the Sabbath to the people of Judah.  
17

I 

rebuked the nobles of Judah and said to them, ñWhat is this wicked thing 

you are doingðdesecrating the Sabbath day?   

 

A.  The Sabbath was being desecrated by secular 
pursuits.  

 Nehemiah 13:15-18 

 ñéthey were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the 

Sabbath.ò 

    Is 58:13-14 (NIV)
 13
ñIf you keep your feet from 

breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please 

on my holy day,  if you call the Sabbath a delight and 

the LORDôs holy day honorable,  and if you honor it 

by not going your own way and not doing as you 

please or speaking idle words, 
14

then you will find 

your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride on 

the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance 

of your father Jacob.ò The mouth of the LORD has 

spoken. 

 

B.  The Sabbath (Rest) is one of the most important 
spiritual principles: it represented the grace of 
Christ.  

 That is why it met with Godôs severest punishments. 

 We REST in Christ doing our spiritual work for us (at 

the cross). 

 Law = work; Grace = rest 

 
C. Under the New Covenant, Christ is the reality of 

the Sabbath. The Sabbath we keep is Resting of 
Christ.  

 We do not keep the law and we do not keep the Sabbath 

anymore. Christ is the reality of the Sabbath. 

 We keep HIM, we keep our relationship and focus on 

Him. 

 Col. 2:16-17 - 
16

Therefore do not let anyone judge you 

by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious 

festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 
17

These are a shadow of the things that were to come; 

the reality, however, is found in Christ 

 Heb. 4:10-11 

 
D.  The things of the world come in and choke the 

word . (Keep from being entangled) 
 Mark 4:19 (NIV) 19but the worries of this life, the 

deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things 

come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.   

 What is higher your word level or your world level? 

 When your eyes are on the world you are oppressed, 

when your eyes are on yourself you are depressed, but 

whan your eyes are on Jesus, you are at REST. 

 

E.  Be faithful to GRACE!  
 
 



5 | P a g e  
 

 
 

5. Repair the Watch over your ñgates ò. 

Nehemiah 13:19 (NIV) 
19

When evening shadows fell on the gates 

of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I ordered the doors to be shut and 

not opened until the Sabbath was over. I stationed some of my own 

men at the gates so that no load could be brought in on the 

Sabbath day.   

 

Nehemiah 13:22 (NIV) 
22

Then I commanded the Levites to purify 

themselves and go and guard the gates in order to keep the 

Sabbath day holy. Remember me for this also, O my God, and show 

mercy to me according to your great love.  

A.  The Gates were not guarded.  
 Nehemiah 13:19-22 

 People were bringing into Jerusalem commerce on the 

Sabbath day. 

 Secular interests replacing sacred ones. 

 Mark 4:19 (NIV) 
19

but the worries of this life, the 

deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things 

come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.   

 

B.  
22Then I commanded the Levites to purify themselves 
and go and guard the gates  in order to keep the 
Sabbath day holy.ò 

 What are our ñGatesò? Our Mind is the gate to our 
spirit. 

 Psalms 24:7 (NIV) 
7
Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory 

may come in.       

 What you allow in your thought life affects the 

condition of your spirit. 

 Ephesians 4:23 (NIV) 
23

to be made new in the 

attitude (Gr. Spirit) of your minds;   

 

C. Luke 21:36. Jesus calls us to ñKeep watchò. 
 Luke 21:36 - 

36
Be always on the watch, and pray that 

you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, 

and that you may be able to stand before the Son of 

Man.ò 

 Matt 7:15 ï false prophets 

 24:4 ï that no one deceives you 

 26:41 ï that we do not fall into temptation 

 Rom 16:17 ï those that cause divisions 

 

D.  What are you allowing into your life?  
 Living things can not allow anything and everything 

in. Some things are poison, toxic, allergic, etc. 

 Life is discerning and distinctive. 

  

E.  Satanôs tactic is not denial of Christ, but Mixture. 
 Satan knows he can not get you to flat out deny Christ, 

so he nullifies the riches of Christ by MIXTURE with 

other things. 

 Todayôs Christianity is not bad or shallow, it is just 

DILLUTED, POLLUTED and NULLIFIED by 

mixture with so many other ñelementsò. 

 What we need today is a PURE Christ! 

 To get this we must return to being separate, holy and 

distinguishing of what we allow into our life. 

 

F.  Set a Prayer watch over your life: ñCan I afford to 
take this into my life?ò 
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6. Repair the spirit of Holiness.  

Nehemiah 13:23 - 24 (NIV) 
23

Moreover, in those days I saw men 

of Judah who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and 

Moab.  
24

Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or 

the language of one of the other peoples, and did not know how to 

speak the language of Judah.   

A.  The People marry foreign wives.  

 Nehemiah 13:23-27 

 Unfaithfulness abounds: everyone is getting a 

ñforeignò something! 

 

B.  What have you ñmarriedò from the world that is 
mixing your life?  

 What has mastered you has authority over you. 

 ñDivorceò is messy business. 

 God wants you to marry Him: Is 62:4-5 

 This is what will restore ñJerusalemò 

 

C. The people of God ñdid not know how to speak  
the language of Judahò.  

 When we mix with the world, we forget the 

ñlanguageò of Praise (Judah). 

 

D.  History lesson: Solomonôs long fall from Grace. 
 26

Was it not because of marriages like these that 

Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among the many 

nations there was no king like him. He was loved by 

his God, and God made him king over all Israel, but 

even he was led into sin by foreign women.ò 

 Be a garden locked up and a fountain sealed for Jesus: 

Song 4:12 

 12You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride; you 

are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain.ò 

 

E.  Love God or love the world: choose one!  (A mixed 
life is an unhappy one) 

 The lack of power and miracles in the church is a lack 

of holiness. 

 

 
 

7. Repair your Priestly function  

Nehemiah 13:30 (NIV) 
30

So I purified the priests and the Levites 

of everything foreign, and assigned them duties, each to his own 

task.   

 

A.  Nehemiah restores the Priests to their service.  
 Nehemiah 13:28-31 

 Purifies and positions them before God to tend to 

Godôs House. 

  

B.  Restore your Priesthood: offerings, worship, 
hearing, blessing  

 A Priest is one who has a GODWARD living. 

 Our outer ñvocationò may be secular in nature but we 
all have an inner vocation of a spiritual priesthood. 

 Live from your spirit for God 

 Lev. 8 is the chapter on the consecration to the 

priesthood. 

 Deut 10:8 - 
8
At that time the LORD set apart the tribe 

of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 

to stand before the LORD to minister and to 

pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do 

today. 
9
That is why the Levites have no share or 

inheritance among their brothers; the LORD is their 

inheritance, as the LORD your God told them.) 
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C. We were made a kingdom of priests to serve the 
Father.  

 Revelation 1:6 (NIV) To him who loves us and has 

freed us from our sins by his blood, 
6
and has made us 

to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 

Fatherðto him be glory and power for ever and ever! 

Amen. 
    

  

 Why you were freed from sins! (Not to ñgo to heavenò 
but to serve the Father!) 

 God could not show us any greater love than to call us 

to serve Him! We are loved by this, not Him. 

 

 
D.  Levite = ñAttachedò to the Lord 

 Levi means ñAttachedò. That is why this tribe was 
chosen for the priesthood. 

 They were faithful when all Israel went astray. 

 We must restore our ñATTACHMENTò to the Lord. 

 

Conclusion : 
 

Nehemiah 13:31 (NIV) 
31

I also made provision for contributions 

of wood at designated timesé.ò 

 

 The wood was for the fire on the altar. 

 Nehemiahôs contributions kept the fire on the altar of God 
from going out! 

 What a prophetic picture of Nehemiahôs life and Ministry. 

 Leviticus 6:13 (NIV) 
13

The fire must be kept burning on 

the altar continuously; it must not go out.  

 


