May 4, 2008

A Generation of Rebuilders

Isaiah 61:3 4 (NIV)’and providefor those who grieve in Zion to

bestow on them a crown of beautystead of asheghe oil of gladness

instead of mourningand a garment of praisimstead of a spirit of
despair.They will be called oaks of righteousnesglanting of the

LORDor the display of his splenddihey wilkebuild the ancient ruins

andrestorethe places long devastatethey willrenewthe ruined
citiesthat have been devastated for geneiats.

REVIEW:
0 Chapter I¢ cupbearer to bricklayer
0 Chapter 2 & & Many bricks short of a load
0 Chapter 4& & Paintbrushes and spears
0 Chapter ¢ Tough Love
0 Chapter 7¢ Among the first to return
0 Chapter & At the Watering Gate
0 Chapter & Avoiding a heart God can not speak to

o Chapter 1X

A Rebuilders Toolbox

Items for a spirit of Excellence

Reading Portion: Nehemiah 9:38- 10:1, 28-39

INTRODUCTION:
(The Rebuilders Agree to walk in a new spirit
towards God)

A. The Rebuilders make a

binding agreement to

obey God.

Nehemiah9:38 NNVfa Ly @A Sé 2F |t GKA
binding agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, our
[ SOAGSAa YR 2dzNJ LINARSada | NB |

What is it the agree to do?:

Nehemiah 10:29 (NI\V/all these now join their brothers the
nobles, and bind themselves with a curse and an oath to
follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant of
God and to obey carefully all the commands, regulations and
decrees of the LORDrdLord.

New words for a new START (unfamiliar and forgotten
words):

a. O0@d® HPL ahoSe /! woC! [[, X¢

(s}

b. 0@dond a:z t whalL{9X¢
c. 0@doHO G2S FaadzyS GKS w9

d. 0ddod0d 2SS HAff bhe¢ b9D[ 9
D2R®E
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They could say these tough words because in chapter 9 they
al AR (0KS KIFNRSald ¢2NRay alL

B. Repentance cleared their past, Obedience
paved their future.

The rebuilders did not want a repeat of history.

For 490 years Israel did not keep the Sabbath year (every
70" year).

Daniel 9:2 (NV) %in the first year of his reign, |, Daniel,
understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the
LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of
Jerusalem would last seventy years.

So chapter 9 they listened to the Word and repented,;
Chapter 10 they followed to the Word to obey it.

What you were called to: The OBEDIENCE of the faith:

1 Peter 1:2 (NIViwho have been chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying
work of the Spiritfor obedienceto Jesus Christ and
sprinkling by his blood3race and peace be yours in
abundance.

C. The Rebuilders MARRY themselves to the
Word of God.

[

5 |

a

e The ceremony of this chapter is actually rooted in a
g NP yrEhfriagecavendnt. 8 A Y Y SRX £ 0

e Aspects:

a. A ceremony is called

b.  The people gatheo participate and witness

c. Promises and pledges are made

d. A contract (covenant) is written up

e. A Seal is affixed to the document

e Why the Book of Proverbs was written: for a young man to
choose wisdom over women.

D. The BETROTHAL and MARRIAGE of the

churchto C hrist.

e According to the New Testament, the MARRIAGE of Christ to
the church happens in New Jerusalem during the start of the

Millennium kingdom.

e But now we live in the BETROTHAL stage.

e The Groom prepares the home; the bride prepares herself
(clothes, appearance, character, faithfulness)

e John 14:15 (NIVFa L ¥F
command.

82dz f 208 YS=zZ
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John 14:23 (NIVJesus repliedy L ¥ | y& 2y S
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him

Hosea 2:14-23

E. Nehemi ah 10 shows us whatés
spiritual toolbox of a rebuilder é

1. The Seal of the Spirit

Nehemiah9:38 (NNVfa Ly @ASg 2F | tf GKAAZ

agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, our Levites and our
priests areaffixing their seals to it €

Ephesians 1:13 (NIV3And you also were included in Christ when you
heard the word of truth, thgospel of your salvation. Having believed,
you were marked in him with a seathe promised Holy Spirit,

A. What rebuilders did: Sealed a Binding
Agreement to Obey the Word.

They wanted to make a defining moment and a quality
decision.

Nehemiah called them to a written, binding agreement and
affix their family seal to it.

t20

9

S

Y S Ze Khis is @ dedisibn there is no turning back from: it is
RECORDED.

B. Eph.1:12 -13. You made
agreement with Christ at salvation
. igcludeg iH Him, marked in Him)
nsi de e

a ABindingo

(You were

e Ephesiand:12- 13 (NIV)*in order that we, who were the
first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
3And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed,
you were marked in hiwith a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit,

You and | were INCLUDED into Christ at salvation.

I NB oY Thenygo WerelSEAIED iytiRafcgfitment by the power of
the Spirit!

Literally you were written into Christ and SEALED there by
the Spirit!

C. You have the ENABLING SE AL of the Spirit to
obey Christ and receive all He has for you.

e The seal of each family placed the power, resources and

integrity of the family behind the commitment.

The SEAL of the Spirit means that the power, resources and
integrity to keep your commitment to Christ, lies in the
SPIRIT, not you!
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e John 6:27 ¢ you have your family SEAL:

e John 6:27 (NIVA'Do not work for food that spoils, but for
food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you. On him God the Father has placedbal of
I LILINR O £ ©¢

D. We are under ENABLING Grace, not exacting
Law.

e Phil. 2:12-13

2. Separation to Christ

Nehemiah 10:28 (NIVFa ¢ K S  NB a (i 1 priestsiiliéviies, LIS 2 LI
gatekeepers, singers, temple servants and all sdparated themselves
from the neighboring peoples for the sake of the Law of God, together
with their wives and all their sons and daughters who are able to
understand

1 Corinthians 6:11 (NIVJAnd that is what some of you were. But you
were washedyou were sanctified you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

A. What the rebuilders did  : Separated
themselves from evil influences.

e ( Xeparated themselveffom the neighboring peoples for

iKS a118 2F GKS [F6 2F D2RX¢

e God is Holy and He wants a holy people.

w
(@]]
zZ
&
[\

e al 2f&é¢ O02YSa FTNRY (KS
relationship).

B. Let me introduce to you a beautiful word:
SANCTIFIED!

e 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NIV) 11And that is what some of you
were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by
the Spirit of our God.

e Sanctified = hagios (hag-ee-0s), physically pure, morally
blameless, ceremonially consecrated. Mentally venerate,
hallow, make holy.

e Thisis a MARRIAGE term.

e The essence of marriage is that you have someone who
forsakes all others to be yours for life. THAT is
G{9t!w! ¢Lhb G2¢é¢d {IYOGATASRO®

¢ Do you hate the idea of someone being sanctified to you in
this way? Then why does the church have a problem with
these words: holy, sanctified, separated?

e [SINY G2 [20S (KA& GNHZGKY 6/
of marriage).

e 1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NI¥YMay God himself, the God of
peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
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spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming
our Lord Jesus Christ.

C. 1Cor.6:14 - 7:1. Take SEPARATION as a
weapon against the modern evils of culture.

e 2SS FK2dZ R OKSNAAK GKS CI
us to belong to Him alone.
e G, 2dz OFyQi NBOSAGS Ye GSI
SYLI & v¢
D. Letthe Word separate you: John 17:17

e John 17:17 (NIVY'Sanctiff them by the truth; your
word is truth.

e (Set apart for sacred use)

3. Dedication to the Word

Nehemiah 10:29 (NI\/fall these now join their brothers the nobles, and

bind themselves with a curse and an oatHdlbow the Law of God

given through Moses the servant of God anadley carefully all the
commands regulations and decrees of the LORD our Lord.

John 8:31 (NIVi'To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus gaidF & 2 dz
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
A. What the rebuilders did  : Dedicated themselves
N t follow carefully obey the W0|:d of
KSND&Q kanq qaetully obgy thewod of - 4
od.
. e 52 dz OILNBFdzf f &8 206S@&¢ (K
dzy U A e2dzNJ gy OdzLJ A a
e Deut4:6,19:9, 26:16,
B. How Jesus defines a disciple: AHol d to my
teachingo.
e John831-aL T &2dz K2fR G2 Y& @S

Y& RAAOALX S& ¢
e G K 2 £neAo (men'-0) - to stay (in a given place,
state, relation or expectancy):1 abide, continue,

dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry (for).

C. Words | cannot excuse myself from: John
14:15, 21, 23
e GLFT &2dz f20S YSXod¢
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e All excuses as to why | do not spend time in the word e John 15:78 (NIV)’If you remain in me and my words
pale to this one: Do | love the Lord? remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
givenyou¢t KA& A& (2 Y& CF dKSNQ:
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
D. Rebuilders build the church with the Word :
Col. 3:16

e Colossians 3:16 (NIVLetthe word of Christ dwell in
you richlyas you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

e Rich word = rich ministry 4. Priesthood in the Home

¢ No word, your functioning is limited to help build up the

church Nehemiah 10:30 (NVfa2 S LINBYAAS y20 G2 3IAGS

marriage to the peoples around us or take their daughters for our sons.

Ephesians 6:4 (NIVFathers, do not exasperate your children; instead,

E. Dedication to the Word will make you bring them up in the training and instructiah the Lord.

prosperous, successful and fruitful! A. What the rebuilders did : protected their sons

e Joshua 1:8 (NI\ADo not let this Book of the Law and daughters from intermarriage.
depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and
night, so that you ray be careful to do everything
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful.

e Every Christian family is one generation away from
secularization. If we do not reach our kids with Christ,
they will be lost to the world and the values of the
kingdom.

e Psalms 1:3 (NI\V*He is like a tree planted by streams
of water,which yields its fruit in seas@md whose
leaf does not withelWhatever he does prospers.

e Intermarriage was the slow methodical tactic of the
enemy to slowly turn Israel away from God.

e Take back the home!
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e LGOQAY NItAMZEES (KS ySEG 3
word not the ways of the nations.

(0p))
<

B. Rebuilders make the home as the starting
place of their Ministry.

e The FIRST place they obey the word was in the home-
life.

e BEFORE even their contributions to the house of God,
they contributed to their family.

e Deut 6:48

C. If a home life is secularized, a church will
have little lasting effect on the lives of
children and teens.

e My frustration as a youth pastor.

e Ephesians6:4(NIV)a CIF G KSNBR X R2 y2i
children; instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.

D. Fatherhood and motherhood must be
turned into a priestho od in the home.

(0p))

NFyGA2y Ay F2ft26Ay3 D2RQa

5. Saving the Sacred from the
Secular

Nehemiah 10:31 (N4 2 KSy G(GKS ySA3IKo2NAy3
merchandise or grain to sell on the Sabbathe will not buy from them
on the Sabbath or on any holy day. Every seventh year we will forgo
working the land and will cancel all debts.

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (NIV)’Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of
Christ Jesus’No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian
affairst he wants to please his commanding officer.

1 John 2:1516 °Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in Hiror
everything in the worfd the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes
and the boasting of what he has and doesomes not from the Fher
but from the world

_ . A. What the rebuilders did . Restored the
SE asARMATY of the SaBBMth and rescued it

from secular pursuits.

e Israel had fallen deeply into secular habits on the Sabbath.

e Sacred things were no longer sacred, but secularized.
Instead of heart on Mercy their hearts were on the
merchandise.
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e [saiah 58:13-14 (Note: The heritage of Jacob) e Col.2:16-17 - **Therefore do not let anyone judge you by
what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival,
a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath dHfhese are a
shadow of the things that were to come; the reality
however, is found in Christ

e Rewards: Deut 32:9-14

B. The Value: To keep focus on Spiritual

(sacred) things first. e Heb. 4:10-11

e The focus of the Sabbath is not to keep His people from

enjoyment, but to find enjoyment is God. . )
1oy 1oy D. The things of the world come in and choke

e Matthew 6:33 (NIV)**But seek first his kingdom and his the word. (Keep from being entangled)
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well o Mark 4:19 (NIV}*but the worries of this life, the
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other
e We need a sacred TIME, a sacred PLACE and a sacred things come in and chokethe word, making it
ACTIVITY to keep our connection to the Holy Spirit bright unfruitful.
and clear.

I R
e Matthew 6:6 (NIVYBUt when you pray, go into your e What is higher your word level or your world level~

room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is o When your eyes are on the world you are oppressed,

unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in when your eyes are on yourself you are depressed,
secret, will reward you.
but whan your eyes are on Jesus, you are at REST.

C. Under the New Covenant, Christ is the . ..
reality of the Sabbath. The S abbath we keep 6. EXGFCISI”Q the Spmt
is Resting of Christ.

Nehemiah 10:32 33 (NIV)?a 2 &ssume the responsibility for carrying

* Wedo not keep the law and we do not keep the Sabbath out the commandso givea third of a shekéleach year for the service of
anymore. Christ is the reality of the Sabbath. the house of our God*for the breadset outon the table; for the

regular grainofferingsand burnt offerings; for the offerings on the

o We keep HIM, we keep our relationship and focus on Him. ) _
Sabbaths, New Moores$tivals and appointed feasts; for the holy
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offerings; for sin offerings to make atonement for Israel; fordll the e G211t AY UGUKS {LANRGEZT G[ A QD

duties of the house of our God. 2 F cftige N.T. is full of spiritual actions to live a
1 Peter 2:5 (NIViyou also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual life.

spiritual house to be a holy pgthood, offering spiritual sacrifices

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. e Prayer & worship is the best way to re-open and

_ _ _ reactivate our spirit when it becomes passive.
A. What the Rebuilders did : They carried out all

the obligations and duties of the Law. e Arebuilder can not afford to allow their spirit to
become lazy, passive or inactive.

e 2S5 aadzyS G(KISo xwBSadRryasS
e 1 Peter 2:5 (NI\Jyoualso, like living stones, are being
built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,

offering spiritual sacrificesicceptable to God through

e Carrying out the commands, to give, set out, bring
offerings, etc. ¢ ACTIONS

e ! O02YYAUGYSy(d G2 SESNDAaS [iKSYast EHgGrist

e 1 Timothy 4:7 (NIVJHave nothing to do with godless
YeuKa yR 2fR gA©OSaQ 0lfS@AT DN%hﬁsﬁaﬁ%lk&/%ép}{it'ﬁ]igigwSf:F uz 05S

godly. lifestyle.  (The practicality of following Jesus)

e Wh i R2Sa A0 YSIFys> LINIY OGAOLI
B. It s value: Drawn out of passivity into an walk in the spirit)
active spirit of obedience. e 28 I NB wSalRyarofs sAGK K
e Our spirit can fall into passivity in spiritual things. the Lord puts there.

e hdzNJ ALIANRG OlFy 3ISG a2dzi 2F aKlFLISéE 2dzad tA1S 2dz2NJ 02RASa®

E. Train your spirit by obedience to the Word

and the promptings of the Spirit.
C. We need to throw off passivity and live

actively from our spirit.
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7. Contributions t o Godos

House

Nehemiah 10:34 39 (NIV)*& 2 Sthe priests, the Levites and the

peopla have cast lots to determine when each of our families is to bring
to the house of our God at set times each yeapmtribution of wood to
burn on the altar of the LORIIr God, as it is written in the Lati 2 S
also assume responsibility foringing to the house of the LOREach
year thefirstfruits of our crops and of every fruit tre® | & A i
written in the Law, we will bring thiérstborn of our sons andfaur
cattle, of our herds and of our flocks to the house of our God, to the
priests ministering theré’a a 2 NB 2 @ S blilig tastt stérdrdors

of the house of our Godo the priests, the first of our ground meal, of
ourBIANI Ayy 2 F FiSolall guBtieds ardl Bf our Ke® wifieNatd
oil. And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the
Levites who collect the tithes in all the towns where we w priest
descended from Aaron is to accompany the Levites wherrd¢aeive

the tithes, and the Levites are to bring a tenth of the tithes up to the
house of our God, to the storerooms of the treasiityhe people of

Israel, including the Levites, are to bring their contributions of grain, new
wine and oil to the storemms where the articles for the sanctuary are
kept and where the ministering priests, the gatekeepers and the singers
staya2S gAff y234 yS3ftSO0 (KS K2dza$s

A a

1 Corinthians 14:26 (NIV/jWhat then shall we say, brothers? When you
come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for
the strengthening of the church.

1 Peter 4:10 (NIVYEach one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully adA Yy A &8 G SNA Y3 D2RQ& 3INI O

A. What the rebuilders did: Bring regular
contributions to the house of God.

e This giving was regular, continual and sacrificial.

e This was a generous overflow of the new found grace
and favour of God on the community.
tolea |

e DLxLbD Aa I ar3dy 27

e Abundance, Generosity, Sharing, Contributing ¢ these

ftaz . oA 9
FNBE UKS YINjJa 2F | 0O2YYdzyA
flowing!

B.l1tds value: the prosperity of

(His Economy)

e ¢CKS LINRPALISNRGEe zaFefoDtBeRQa | 2

prosperity of the families.

e The lesson of Nehemiah and the Rebuilders: Look
I FG4SN)I D2RQa Ay(iSNBada
beyo[1d your dreams!
2dzNJ D2R®¢

I YR

27

C. Inthe church life we all have contributions
to bring by our functioning in our gifts.
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e 1 Corinthians 14:26 (NIV) 26What then shall we say,
brothers? When you come together, everyone has a
hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue
or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the

strengthening of the church.
a9+9w, hb9o I ! {X¢

1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 10Each one should use whatever
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully

FRYAYAZGSNAY3I D2RQA& 3INI OF
D.We bring Godds grace dispenstd
church life
e Rom 12:6
E. Rebuil ders are contributors
firstt. A We wi | | not neglect tbe
CONCLUSION

(Rebuilders Journal Entry #8)

V

V

5 Ay A

i ng i

to Go
house

| will take responsibility for my spiritual life: to gaiand live a
spirit of excellence before God.

L aSS1 G2 0S 20SRASyYy( Uz2graded Ay
and the power of the Spirit and not rely on my own strength.

| will dedicate my life to the word of God, to follow and

carefully obey what God has said.

|seektobd NBOodzAif RSN 2F D2RQa g1l &a

in the church life.

G e PENIG 928, FRANMA R 0 520y o

nto the
dos Dream
of our God
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