April 20, 2008

A Generation of Rebuilders

Isaiah 61:3 4 (NIV)*and providefor those who grieve in Zion to
bestow on them a crown of beauitystead of asheghe oil of gladness
instead of mourningand a garment of praismstead of a spirit of
despair.They will be called oaks of righteousnesglanting of the
LORDor the display of his splenddihey wilkebuild the ancient ruins
andrestorethe places long devastatethey willrenewthe ruined
citiesthat have been devastated for genei@ts.

REVIEW:

Chapter 1¢ cupbearer to bricklayer
Chapter 2 & & Many bricks short of a load
Chapter £ 6 ¢ Paintbrushes and spears
Chapter ¢ Tough Love

Chapter 7¢ Among the first to return
Today (chapter & X
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At the Watering Gate

Nehemiah8:1(NIV)a X Fff GKS LIS2L}X S | aasSvyo
square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the
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Nehemiah 6:15 - **So the wall was completed on the twenty

fifth of Elul, in fiftytwo days.**When all our enemies heard
about this, all the surrounding nations were afraididast
their selfconfidence, because they realized that this work
had been done with the help of our God.

Once the wall had gone up there was a dividing line drawn
0SG6SSy GKS g2NIR
cultivate a distinct heaven-culture within the protected city.
The OUTER wall was a symbol of a deeper issue God was
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holy.
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with God - stuff.

The city was rebuilt with brick and mortar, but how do you

rebuild a soul and with what?

How do you re-build and immaterial essence of a person?

With Spirit. .
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WORD. That is the lesson of Nehemiah 8.

James 1:21 (NKJVfTherefore lay aside all filthiness and

overflow of wickednessna receive with meekness the
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
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C. The deeper meaning of these rebuilt walls:
Proverbs 25:28 (NKJV)

e G2 K2S@SNJ KI &
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e Our spirit is like a wall: when built up it separates us from
the world and to God.

e 2 Timothy 1:7 (NIVJFor God did not give us a spirit of
timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of sgliscipline.

D. What rebuilds the human soul into the image
of C hrist? (The Spirit and the word!)
e D2RQA {LANRUG | yRcODRR ag BNRR
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E. The Message of Nehemiah 8: The true work of
a rebuilder is to take Godos
inner life and  the inner life of the Community of
God.

e How? The Word of God.

¢ Nehemiah brings Ezra and the Levites out to teach them
D2RQa ¢2NRO®

e (Ezrais the story of the building of the temple; Nehemiah
the rebuilding of the city.)

e Note: If God is going to raise up a generation of rebuilders,
they will have to be people rebuilt themselves from the
inside out with the Word of God.

e What will we REBUILD the church with if not the word?
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e TheOKdzNOK KI a
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sensitive and word-relevant!

e Thisis aword church, | am a word pastor, and | am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, nor the belief that this
. 221 Aidspir&vétdd
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How A REBUILDER

REBUILDS HIS INNER LI FE

1. BRINGOUTTHE BOOK!

YL W2 KY
f ATS ¢
i K SlehgndaR &1 (NI%F allithie Peogie2agsenabled as one man in the
square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribérig out the
Bookof the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.
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word and rebuil

A. The people assemble at the Water Gate to
hear the Word of God.

e This is very symbolic: they gather at the Water Gateto
have their inner life refreshedd @ D2 RQa 2 2 NR®

e GodhasgivenHiswordto6 S da gl G SNE G2 2 dzN.

e Ephesians 5:26-27 - to make her holy, cleansing her by
the washing with water through the word’and to present
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

e Note:tKS& 3IAFGKSNINYGD2 RRES s ZFNRE A &
unity.
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B. The FIRST priority after the wall was finished
was to start a new cu lture within Jerusalem:
Return to the Word!
e tS2LXS INB &dZFFSNAYy3I FNRY
e They had been years without hearing the word!
e Just what is our attitude towards the Word?
e 2Tim3:14-17
e 4l 26 @&2dz i NB Iwiyouilrdatd 22RZINR A &
C.Satands primary attack 1in
or choke out the Word in your life
e Mark 4:14- 20 (NIV)**The farmer sowthe word. *Some
people are like seed along the path, where the word is
sown. As soon as they hearSgatan comes anthkes
away the word that was sown in them!®Others, like seed
sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it
with joy. *But since thg have no root, they last only a
short time. When trouble grersecution comebecause of
the word, they quickly fall away*°Still others, like seed
sown among thorns, hear the word®ut the worries of
this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and thesdles for
other things come in anchoke the word making it
unfruitful. 2Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the
word, accept it, and produce a crophirty, sixty or even a
Kdzy RNBR GAYSa o6KIG 61 &
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D. Bring out the Word in your life!
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e John 14:21 (NIVA*'Whoever has my commands and obeys
them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and | too will love him ahdw

E. The Word is
| fPfitand oiyedilo v o
The Bible is NOT a theology textbook for your mind. It is
D2RQa& tATS O2yRSyasSR | a
e John 6:63 (NI\AThe Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for
nothing. The words | have spoken to you are spiritZ and
they are life.
e Hebrews 4:12

spirit amayouri feé

2. Take the Word in!

Nehemiah 8:3 (NIViHe read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he
faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men,
women and others who coulchderstand. And all the people listened

® ¢ attentively to the Book of the Law.
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A. And all the people listened attentively to the
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Why is our age full of A.D.D. (Attention deficit disorder)
children and adults? (We have produced it in our media
driven culture!)

When | started the ministry | was told people could not
listen for more than 30 minutes, then 20, then 15 and now
they are saying 10!

So you know what | do? | speaklonger!

L Q ¥ing AF.F. (Attention full factor)

B. Hear the Word of God on all levels.
¢t2 afAadSy GOGSydAro@St et
Attend to the Word with all your inward parts.
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®
say;listen closelyd my words?Do not let them out of
your sightkeep them within your heartor they are life
to those who findtheth Yy R K S f 1 K {2

Hear the word with your spirit, heart, mind, emotion and
will.

C. In the middle of your hEARt is an EAR!
should give us an idea of how to take care of our
heart) .

(this

,2dzNJ KSEFNIQa O2yRAGAZ2Y |
total of what inner dialogue you have been LISTENING to.
¢tKS aSINE Ay (GKS YARRES
the heart.

Man is a listening creature because God is a
communicative, sharing and dispensing God!

WSadza Aad dalKS 22NRéED {2
receiver, the book!
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Proverbs 4:20 22 (NIV¥°My son, pay attention to what |
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e 2 Corinthians 3:3 (NI\A¥ou show that you are a letter
from Christ, the result of ouministry, written not with ink
but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone

but on tablets of human hearts.

D. The repeated phrase of the Spirit to the

c hur c h eHe who fias an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches 0

Rebuilders are people who listen atterLtiveIKI as one man to

tﬁe%vgr. gKIa ez2dz KSI N
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Acts20:32(NVFab2g L O2YYA
word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an

i inheritance among all thse who are sanctified
oK2tS 02Red®
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E. What are you taking into your life?
anything but the word worthy of your eternal
soul?)
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3. Lift the Word High!
GKS KST NI FZNVa (KS OZYyRAUAZY
Nehemiah 8:4 (NIV)Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden
platform built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on
hid&t wer&Redainli Bishadl, Madkah, Hasku®, Hashbaddananh,
Zechariah and Meshullam.
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A . hEz

platform buil't

scribe stood on a
for the
(v5) °Ezra openedthe book. All the people could see
him because he was standing above them; and as he
opened it, the people all stood up.

When the word stands HIGHER it lifts the people up

to their feet!

ra the

B. This was vey symbolic: elevate the Word up

high!

This is what our attitude and disposition to the Bible

should be.

LG A a-bidagh&d@érd. A y

Peter considered the New Testament to be scripture: 2

Peter 3:15-16

What was Jesus attitude to the Scriptures:

Matthew 5:18- 19 (NIV)*| tell you the truth, until heaven
and arth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law
until everything is accomplishe’Anyone who breaks one
of the least of these commandments and teaches others to
do the same will be callddast in the kingdom of heaven,
but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven.

C. The names of those who stood beside Ezra as
he read the Word.

On the Left:
o0 Pedaiah Jehovah delivers
0 Mishael- who is what God is
o Malkijah- Jehovah is king

hi gh

occaslj on. o 0

Hashum Shining

Hasbaddanalg Jehovah is friend
0 Zechariah Jehovah remembers
0 Meshullam¢ Covenant friend

¢ On the Right:

Mattithiah ¢ gift of jehovah

Shemag Report of God

Anaiah ¢ Jehovah covers/protects

Uriah¢ Jehovah my light

Hilkiah¢ Jehovah my portion

Maaseiahg Jehovah is Refuge

woode®
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D. The great commitment: surrender your soul
to the truth of God©6s
e Commit to surrender your mind, will, emotions and feeling
to the Word.
e Put the word first place in your life. Give God the leadership.
e alyQa LINRBOGESY Ay
KAa NIYGA2YyIlf YAYR
e The great religious monster: people whose spirit is
submitted to their rational mind and natural emotion.

E. Elevate the Word of God in your life! Raise it

up as your standard of life and conduct as a
citizen of Heaven.
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4. Respond Deeply!

Nehemiah 8:5 6 (NIV)°Ezra opened the book. All the people could
see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened
it, the people all stood up. °Ezra praised the LORD, the great God;
and all the people lifted their hands and responded, A Ame n

Amen! 6 Then they bowed down and

their faces to the ground.

A. Rebuilders respond to the word deeply.
e After more than a 6 hour sermon, their response was not a
8t oy YR I O2FFSS3 o0dziX
e They praised, lifted their hands, shouted amen, bowed
R2goyZ 62NBRKALILISRI ¢SLIX
e They were taking it in deeply.

B. What response do you have to the word? (Do

you praise, lift your hands, say fAameno,

down, worship?)

e GNBaLRYREéE 02YSa TFTNRYcd KS NP

generate life.
e Get the life of your spirit in motion as you read the Bible.

e abSPSNI tSIH@PS RSQ2iUA2Yya 6AGK

your spirit in response to whatyodz NB | R ® £

C. Where do we tremble at Godo6s

e lIsaiah662(NIVJa ¢ KA & Aa U Ké&whaiyg S
humble and contrite in spirit, Y R G NBYof Sa
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word.
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e 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIVA?All Scripture is Gelreathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness,

D. How David became a great lover of God:
e Psalms 119:4748 (NIV)for | delight in your commands
because | love them. *| lift up my hands to® your

wor s hi pe gommands, whictolfoye, ang il megitate on your decrees.

e Psalms 119:97 (NIV}JOh, how | love your law! | meditate
on it all day long.

e Psalms 119:136 (NIV/Streams of tears flow from my
eyes, for your law is not obeyed.

e Psalms 119:143 (NIV¥Trouble and distress have come
upon me, but your commands are my delight.

e Psalms 119:162 (NI rejoice in your promise like one
who finds great spoil.

bow
E. | t Ghat the word you read, but the word you
2 0 AatSon thatEhaaged thingy'ia your life.
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word today?
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5. Receive the Grace!

Nehemiah 8:10, 12ays:

Nehemiah 8:10 (NIVfNe hemi ah sai d, @Go
and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing
prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy
of the LORD is your strength. o

Nehemiah 8:12 (NIVfThen all the people went away to eat and
drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy,
because they now understood the words that had been made
known to them.

A. The people had been weeping, but they were

instructed to REJOICE because the Word is

good news!
D2RQ&a ¢62NR Yl & 2FFSYyR |y
standard, but you will rejoice when you see its intent and
grace!
52yQid gl f1 ol e
DEEPER and find the grace of Christ!
Look for the Promise in the word, not just the
GAYaUlNHOUGA2YEé D ¢KSNB A&
just do!
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B. What was happening INWARDLY was
represented by the
people wenté to eat

The word is our food and drink.
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speaks of!
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nothing prepared. 0

Psalms 81:11-16
C22R aidiNBy3dlGKSya
food and drink.
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D. All the rich content of Christ is offered to us
i n Godos (Rewavd the Grace!)
e ¢CKS @2NR A& &LANRUGdAZ €
transfers all Christ is to our inner man.
Our spirit assimilates the word like our digestive system
assimilates food. Meditation is the digestive process.
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and you will rejoice

E. Understand the word
too!

KSy i ®S “Thenglithe Redriedypns apvaydqpegyand grigk, to send
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portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because
they now understood the words that had been made known
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6. Walk in New Obedience! CONCLUSION

Nehemiah 8:14 (NIVYThey found written in the Law, which the 7. R_ebwlders J_Ournal Entry #6:
LORD had commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to 12 Life - changlng Responses to
live in booths during the feast of the seventh month Godods Wor d.

Nehemiah 8:17 (NIVY The whole company that had returned from
exile built booths and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son
of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this.

1. lwill take Initiative in bringing out G
word and reading it. (v. 1)

And their joy was very great. 2. lwillbe Attentve t o Godo6s voice thr
word. (v.2 -4,)
A. The people celebrate the Feast of 3. lwilllook deeply intoits meaning . (v.4 p)
Tabernacles  (Booths) in obedience to the 4. Iwill reverence Godds presence in t
Word. (v.5)
e An 8 day celebration commemorating coming out of Egypt 5. lwilread God o6 s wespondively . (v.6)
and living in tents. 6. Iwill worship God through His word. (v.6 )
e Aharvest celeberation: bring in crops, wave palm branches, 7. lwill seekto understand the meaning and
eat choice foods, etc. sense of the word through inspired teachers.
(v.7 -8)

B.They onurrldAwrittenc‘)é,andvthey OB& Y ilP repent  when I see where I have failed.
e 2 KSY UKSeée al¢g o6KI U D2RQa ©g2NR |'(V6V_1938RZ UKSé 20SéSR

without hesitation. 9. Iwill rejoice overtheword . (v.10)
e Fresh obedience to fresh revelation. 10. I will meditate  in the word . (v.11)
° 11. | will have a celebratory  -obedience to the
C. With this new level of Obedience came new word . (v.12,14 -17)
levels of Favour and grace on the community. 12. | will make God word my habit of practice.

e And their joy was very great.

D. Obedi ence to the word builds Gddoés Life into us
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