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April 20, 2008 

A Generation of Rebuilders  

Isaiah 61:3 - 4 (NIV) 3and provide for those who grieve in Zionτ  to 

bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 

instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 

despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the 

LORD for the display of his splendor. 4They will rebuild the ancient ruins 

and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined 

cities that have been devastated for generations. 

REVIEW: 

o Chapter 1 ς cupbearer to bricklayer 

o Chapter 2 & 3 ς Many bricks short of a load 

o Chapter 4& 6 ς Paintbrushes and spears 

o Chapter 5 ς Tough Love 

o Chapter 7 ς Among the first to return 

o Today (chapter 8ύΧ 

 

At the Watering Gate  

Nehemiah 8:1 (NIV) άΧ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the 

.ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ  

 

INTRODUCTION:  

A.  STORY LINE: with the wall completed, 

Nehemiah turns to the real ñbuildingò work: 

to rebuild the spiritual condition of Godôs 

people.  

 Nehemiah 6:15 - 15So the wall was completed on the twenty-

fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 16When all our enemies heard 

about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost 

their self-confidence, because they realized that this work 

had been done with the help of our God. 

 Once the wall had gone up there was a dividing line drawn 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

cultivate a distinct heaven-culture within the protected city. 

 The OUTER wall was a symbol of a deeper issue God was 

ŀŦǘŜǊΥ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

 Leviticus 19:2 (NIV) 2ά{ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΥ Ψ.Ŝ Ƙƻƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΣ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ȅƻǳǊ Dƻd, am 

holy.  

 

B.  How do we ñre-buildò the human person? We 

reb uild the soul  with God - stuff.  

 The city was rebuilt with brick and mortar, but how do you 

rebuild a soul and with what? 

 How do you re-build and immaterial essence of a person? 

With Spirit. 

 DƻŘΩǎ way: to rebuild our spirit with God-stuff and our 

spirit rebuilds our soul. 

 The God-ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǎ Dh5Ω{ 

WORD.  That is the lesson of Nehemiah 8. 

 James 1:21 (NKJV): 21Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 

overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the 

implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
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C. The deeper meaning of these rebuilt walls:  

Proverbs 25:28 (NKJV)  

 ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ spirit Is like a city 

ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿŀƭƭǎΦέ 

 Our spirit is like a wall: when built up it separates us from 

the world and to God. 

 2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 7For God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of selfςdiscipline.  

 

D.  What rebuilds  the human soul into the image 

of C hrist?  (The Spirit and the word!)  

 DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΥ WƻƘƴ сΥсо ς ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ L 

ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

 DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭΦ 

 

E.  The Message of Nehemiah 8:  The true work of 

a rebuilder is to take Godôs word and rebuild their 

inner life and the inner life of the Community of 

God.  

 How? The Word of God. 

 Nehemiah brings Ezra and the Levites out to teach them 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  

 (Ezra is the story of the building of the temple; Nehemiah 

the rebuilding of the city.) 

 Note: If God is going to raise up a generation of rebuilders, 

they will have to be people rebuilt themselves from the 

inside out with the Word of God. 

 What will we REBUILD the church with if not the word? 

 The ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ άǎŜŜƪŜǊ-

ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜέΣ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘέΣ ŜǘŎΦ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊŘ-

sensitive and word-relevant! 

 This is a word church, I am a word pastor, and I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ, nor the belief that this 

.ƻƻƪ ƛǎ DƻŘΩs inspired word! 

H OW A REBUILDER  

REBUILDS HIS INNER LI FE 

 

1.  BRING OUT THE BOOK !  

 

Nehemiah 8:1 (NIV) 8:1all the people assembled as one man in the 

square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the 

Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.  

 

A.  The people assemble at the Water Gate to 

hear the Word of God.  

 This is very symbolic: they gather at the Water Gate to 

have their inner life refreshed ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ 

 God has given His word to ōŜ άǿŀǘŜǊέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ 

 Ephesians 5:26-27 - 26to make her holy, cleansing her by 

the washing with water through the word, 27and to present 

her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 

or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

 Note: tƘŜȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ άŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴέΥ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

unity. 
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B.  The FIRST priority after the wall was finished 

was to start a new cu lture within Jerusalem: 

Return to the Word!  

 tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ά5ǳǎǘȅ .ƛōƭŜ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜέΦ 

 They had been years without hearing the word! 

 Just what is our attitude towards the Word? 

 2 Tim 3:14-17 

 άIƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ƙƻw you treat DƻŘΦέ 

 

C. Satanôs primary attack in your life: Remove 

or  choke out the Word in your life . 

 Mark 4:14 - 20 (NIV) 14The farmer sows the word.  15Some 

people are like seed along the path, where the word is 

sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 

away the word that was sown in them.  16Others, like seed 

sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it 

with joy.  17But since they have no root, they last only a 

short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of 

the word, they quickly fall away.  18Still others, like seed 

sown among thorns, hear the word;  19but the worries of 

this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for 

other things come in and choke the word, making it 

unfruitful.  20Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the 

word, accept it, and produce a cropτthirty, sixty or even a 

ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻǿƴΦέ  

 LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 

ǾƛŜǿǎΩΦ 

 {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗ 

 

D.  Bring out the Word in your life!  

 John 14:21 (NIV) 21Whoever has my commands and obeys 

them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 

loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show 

ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ  

 Words I cannot escape from!: John 14:15 (NIV) 15άLŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƻōŜȅ ǿƘŀǘ L ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦέ   

 IŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΥ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎƪΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ 

ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚέ 

  

E.  The Word is spirit and lifeé to get into your 

spirit and give life!  

 The Bible is NOT a theology textbook for your mind. It is 

DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƴŘŜƴǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎŜŜŘΥ  

 John 6:63 (NIV) 63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for 

nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit£ and 

they are life.   

 Hebrews 4:12 

 

 

2. Take the Word in!  

Nehemiah 8:3 (NIV) 3He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he 

faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, 

women and others who could understand. And all the people listened 

attentively to the Book of the Law.  

A.  And all the people listened attentively to the 

Book of the Law.  

 ά[ƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛǾŜƭȅέ ς This is rare! 

steplinkto1%200000037088
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 Why is our age full of A.D.D. (Attention deficit disorder) 

children and adults? (We have produced it in our media 

driven culture!) 

 When I started the ministry I was told people could not 

listen for more than 30 minutes, then 20, then 15 and now 

they are saying 10!  

 So you know what I do? I speak l o n g e r! 

 LΩƳ Ǝoing A.F.F. (Attention full factor) 

 

B.  Hear the Word of God on all levels.  

 ¢ƻ άƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛǾŜƭȅέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ !¢¢9b5 ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊΦ 

 Attend to the Word with all your inward parts.  

 Proverbs 4:20 - 22 (NIV) 20My son, pay attention to what I 

say; listen closely to my words. 21Do not let them out of 

your sight, keep them within your heart; 22for they are life 

to those who find them ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƻŘȅΦ 

      

 Hear the word with your spirit, heart, mind, emotion and 

will. 

 

C. In the middle of your  hEARt is an EAR!  (this 

should give us an idea of how to take care of our 

heart) .  

 ¸ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ 

total of what inner dialogue you have been LISTENING to. 

 ¢ƘŜ άŜŀǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the heart. 

 Man is a listening creature because God is a 

communicative, sharing and dispensing God! 

 WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘέΦ {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΚ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

receiver, the book! 

 2 Corinthians 3:3 (NIV) 3You show that you are a letter 

from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink 

but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone 

but on tablets of human hearts.  

 

 

D.  The repeated phrase of the Spirit to the 

churches: ñHe who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches .ò 

 Rebuilders are people who listen attentively as one man to 

the word. 

 ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ 

 Acts 20:32 (NIV) 32άbƻǿ L ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified.   

 

E.  What are you taking into your life?  (Is 

anything but the word worthy of your eternal 

soul?)  

 

 

3. Lift the Word High!  

Nehemiah 8:4 (NIV) 4Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden 

platform built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood 

Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on 

his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, 

Zechariah and Meshullam.  
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A.  ñEzra the scribe stood on a high wooden 

platform built for the occasion.ò 

 (v5) 5Ezra opened the book. All the people could see 

him because he was standing above them; and as he 

opened it, the people all stood up. 

 When the word stands HIGHER it lifts the people up 

to their feet! 

 

B.  This was vey symbolic: elevate the Word up 

high!  

 This is what our attitude and disposition to the Bible 

should be. 

 Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴ-breathed word. 

 Peter considered the New Testament to be scripture: 2 

Peter 3:15-16 

 What was Jesus attitude to the Scriptures: 

 Matthew 5:18 - 19 (NIV) 18I tell you the truth, until heaven 

and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 

stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 

until everything is accomplished.  19Anyone who breaks one 

of the least of these commandments and teaches others to 

do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 

but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven.   

 

C. The names of those who stood beside Ezra as 

he read the Word.  

 On the Left: 

o Pedaiah -  Jehovah delivers 

o Mishael -  who is what God is 

o Malkijah - Jehovah is king 

o Hashum - Shining 

o Hasbaddanah ς Jehovah is friend 

o Zechariah -  Jehovah remembers 

o Meshullam ς Covenant friend 

 On the Right: 

o Mattithiah ς gift of jehovah 

o Shema ς Report of God 

o Anaiah ς Jehovah covers/protects 

o Uriah ς Jehovah my light 

o Hilkiah ς Jehovah my portion 

o Maaseiah ς Jehovah is Refuge 

 

D.  The great commitment: surrender your soul 

to the truth of Godôs word. 

 Commit to surrender your mind, will, emotions and feeling 

to the Word. 

 Put the word first place in your life. Give God the leadership. 

 aŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΥ ƘŜ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ 

Ƙƛǎ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴΦ άIŀǎ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΧΦέ 

 The great religious monster: people whose spirit is 

submitted to their rational mind and natural emotion. 

 

E.  Elevate  the Word of God in your life! Raise it 

up as your standard of life and conduct as a 

citizen of Heaven.  
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4. Respond Deeply!  

 

Nehemiah 8:5 - 6 (NIV) 5Ezra opened the book. All the people could 

see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened 

it, the people all stood up.  6Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; 

and all the people lifted their hands and responded, ñAmen! 

Amen!ò Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with 

their faces to the ground.  

A.  Rebuilders respond to the word deeply.  

 After more than a 6 hour sermon, their response was not a 

ȅŀǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻŦŦŜŜΣ ōǳǘΧ 

 They praised, lifted their hands, shouted amen, bowed 

ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜŘΣ ǿŜǇǘΧ 

 They were taking it in deeply. 

 

B.  What response do you have to the word?  (Do 

you praise, lift your  hands, say ñamenò, bow 

down, worship?)  

 άǊŜǎǇƻƴŘέ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άǎǇŀǿƴέ ς to 

generate life. 

 Get the life of your spirit in motion as you read the Bible. 

 άbŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

your spirit in response to what yoǳ ǊŜŀŘΦέ 

 

C. Where do we tremble at Godôs word today? 

 Isaiah 66:2 (NIV) 2ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ L ŜǎǘŜŜƳΥ he who is 

humble and contrite in spirit, ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƳōƭŜǎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘΦέ       

 hǳǊ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀƪŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ 

word. 

 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness,   

 

D.  How David became a great lover of God:  

 Psalms 119:47 - 48 (NIV) 47for I delight in your commands 

because I love them. 48I lift up my hands to£ your 

commands, which I love, and I meditate on your decrees. 

      

 Psalms 119:97 (NIV) 97Oh, how I love your law! I meditate 

on it all day long.       

 Psalms 119:136 (NIV) 136Streams of tears flow from my 

eyes, for your law is not obeyed.  

 Psalms 119:143 (NIV) 143Trouble and distress have come 

upon me, but your commands are my delight.       

 Psalms 119:162 (NIV) 162I rejoice in your promise like one 

who finds great spoil.       

 ¢IL{ ƛǎ ŀ wŜōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΗ 

 

E.  Itôs not the word you read, but the word you 

act on that changes things in your life.  
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5. Receive the Grace!  

Nehemiah 8:10, 12 says:  

 

Nehemiah 8:10 (NIV) 10Nehemiah said, ñGo and enjoy choice food 

and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing 

prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy 

of the LORD is your strength.ò  

 

Nehemiah 8:12 (NIV) 12Then all the people went away to eat and 

drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, 

because they now understood the words that had been made 

known to them.  

A.  The people had been weeping, but they were 

instructed to REJOICE because the Word is 

good news!  

 DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ Ƴŀȅ ƻŦŦŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘǎ 

standard, but you will rejoice when you see its intent and 

grace! 

 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǊŜōǳƪŜǎ ȅƻǳΣ Ǝƻ 

DEEPER and find the grace of Christ! 

 Look for the Promise in the word, not just the 

άƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ w9/9L±9Σ ƴƻǘ 

just do! 

 

B.  What was happening INWARDLY was 

represented by the OUTER instruction: ñthe 

people wenté to eat and drinkéò 

 The word is our food and drink. 

 άaŀƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǊŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ άǊŜŀŘέ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΥ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǘ 

speaks of! 

 

C. ñGo and ENJOY choice food and sweet 

drinksé and send some to those who have 

nothing prepared.ò 

 Psalms 81:11-16 

 CƻƻŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǳǎΤ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘŜǎ ǳǎΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ 

food and drink. 

 

D.  All the rich content of Christ is offered to us 

in Godôs word. (Receive  the Grace!)  

 ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ άǎǘǳŦŦέ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

transfers all Christ is to our inner man. 

 Our spirit assimilates the word like our digestive system 

assimilates food. Meditation is the digestive process. 

 

E.  Understand the word and you will rejoice 

too!  

 12Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send 

portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because 

they now understood the words that had been made known 

to them. 
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6. Walk in New  Obedience!  

Nehemiah 8:14 (NIV) 14They found written in the Law, which the 

LORD had commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to 

live in booths during the feast of the seventh month   

 

Nehemiah 8:17 (NIV) 17The whole company that had returned from 

exile built booths and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son 

of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. 

And their joy was very great.  

A.  The people celebrate the Feast of 

Tabernacles (Booths)  in obedience to the 

Word.  

 An 8 day celebration commemorating coming out of Egypt 

and living in tents. 

 A harvest celeberation: bring in crops, wave palm branches, 

eat choice foods, etc. 

 

B.  They found writtenòé and they OBEYED. 

 ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƻōŜȅŜŘ 

without hesitation.  

 Fresh obedience to fresh revelation. 

  

C. With this new level of Obedience came new 

levels of Favour and grace on the community.  

 And their joy was very great. 

 

D.  Obedience to the word builds Godôs Life into us. 

 

CONCLUSION  

7. Rebuilders Journal Entry #6:  

12 Life - changing Responses to 

Godôs Word. 

1. I will take Initiative in bringing out Godôs 

word and reading it.  (v. 1)  

2. I will be Attentive to Godôs voice through His 

word.  (v.2 -4a)  

3. I will look deeply  into its meaning . (v.4 b)  

4. I will reverence Godôs presence in the word. 

(v.5)  

5. I will read Godôs word responsively . (v.6)  

6. I will worship God through His word. (v.6 b)  

7. I will seek to understand the meaning  and 

sense of the word through inspired teachers.  

(v.7 -8)  

8. I will  repent  when I see where I have failed.  

(v.9)  

9. I will rejoice  over the word . (v.10)  

10. I will meditate in the word . (v.11)  

11. I will have a celebratory -obedience  to the 

word . (v.12, 14 -17)  

12. I will make God word my habit  of practice.  

 

 

 


