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March 23, 2008 – Easter Sunday 

“Reconciled!” – Endless 
Love 

Religion has engrained in us that God is angry at our sins and hesitant to 

love us unless we shape up. The truth is that through the death and 

resurrection of Christ God’s wrath toward us was exhausted and His love 

for us is endless. We need to trade in our religion for the remedy of 

Easter’s message of Reconciliation. 

The death and resurrection of Christ has Reconciled us to God.  

P.P. Rom 5:1-2, 5; 8-11, 17-18 

 

Romans 5:1-2, 5 (NKJV) 1Therefore, having been justified by faith, £we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2through whom also 

we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand….  5… because 

the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who 

was given to us.  

Romans 5:9 - 11 (NKJV) 9Much more then, having now been justified by 

His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  10For if when we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  11And 

not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received the reconciliation.  

 

Romans 5:17 - 18 (NKJV) 17For if by the one man‟s offense death reigned 

through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of 

the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 
18Therefore, as through one man‟s offense judgment came to all men, 

resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man‟s righteous act the 

free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.   

 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. The Resurrection of Christ was our “inclusion day” in 

the Father’s Family. 

 Eph. 1:13 –“And you also were included in Christ when 

you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 

promised Holy Spirit…” 

 Rom. 6:4-5 - 
4
We were therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 

too may live a new life. 
5
If we have been united with him 

like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with 

him in his resurrection. 

 The Bible makes it clear that when we believed into 

Christ we were included in His resurrection! 

 

B. We were placed into Christ’s Position and Condition in 

the mind of Justice. 

 If we were joined with Him in resurrection, then we got 

joined to His present position and condition before God! 

 “… just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 

 What word best summarizes Christôs Position and 

Condition: ñThis is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased!ò (Matt. 3:17) 

 

C. One of the Most unbelieved and unexplored truths of 

our new birth is that we have been brought into a 

Place of God’s Favour. 

 Grace = undeserved, unearned and unmerited favour. 
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 Law (our loving God) is replaced by Grace (God loving 

us).  Rom 6:14. 

 Grace = Love without doing something to earn, deserve 

or meriting it. 

 Re-read Rom 5:1-2, 5. 

 

D. What would it be like to live life with the love of God 

POURED OUT into our hearts? 

 Romans 5:5 (NKJV) 5Now hope does not disappoint, because 

the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit who was given to us.  

  

 

E. In this message we will look at how the Resurrection 

of Christ brings us into the Endless Love of God. 

 

 

1. Jesus’ Resurrection is your Placement 
Day in God’s Favour (Jesusô Resurrection 

brought our Justification). 

Romans 4:25 - 25He was delivered over to death for our sins 

and was raised to life for our justification. 

A. The Cross was a means to an End. 

 The Cross was a means to Godôs goal: Give us Himself 

as Life. 

 Ask , “Why did Jesus come to earth?”  Usual answer: 

„To die for our sins.‟ But this is just a means to the real 

end: John 10:10 

 If we were just forgivenéthen what? 

 

B. What it means to be Justified. 

 Not just forgiveness but Right Standing: 

 dikaioo (dik-ah-yo'-o) ï To show (present) as just and 

right. 

 With this God treats us as Friends with new found 

favour: You are set in FAVOUR (Grace)! 

 

C. We have the Justification of Life (Rom 5:18) 

 Romans 5:18 (NKJV) 18Therefore, as through one man‟s 

offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, 

even so through one Man‟s righteous act the free gift came to 

all men, resulting in justification of life.   

 Our whole life is Justified, not just our past. 

 

D. Rom 5:1-2. From Justification to peace to a stand in 

grace and to continually outpoured love into our 

hearts! 

 Romans 5:1 - 2 (NKJV) 1Therefore, having been justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
2through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.   

 5:5 - 5… because the love of God has been poured out in our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

 

E. Live in your placement of favour. 
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2. Reconciled! – Brought into Divine 
Favour. 

Rom 5:11 - And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the 

reconciliation.  

A. The Fruit of Jesus’ death and resurrection is our being 

RECONCILED to God. 

 “… we have now received the reconciliation.” 

 To be reconciled means to be turned from enemies into 

friends. 

 It means for the differences that caused animosity to be 

removed and resolved. 

 

B. Reconciliation means restored to favour. 

  (kat-al-las'-so) From G2644; exchange 

(figuratively adjustment), that is, restoration to (the divine) 

favor:ðatonement, reconciliation (-ing). 

 From kata (to put down in time and place) and 

allasso (to change and make different) 

 So when we were reconciled God marked it down 

that from that point onward our condition before him 

was changed permanently! 

 Reconciliation was an EXCHANGE – see 2 Cor. 

5:21. 

 

C. The past, present and future prospects of our 

reconciliation. 

 The past ï “were enemies” (Rom 5:9) Wrath is PAST! It 

is done. 

 The present ï “now justified” (v. 10) You are right with 

God for life! 

 The future ï “much more having been reconciled we 

shall be saved by His life.” (v. 10) Saved by life, not the 

blood! A whole new concept to grasp! 

 

D. God’s into reconciling all things and so should we. 

 Colossians 1:20 

 2 cor. 5:17-21 

 

 

3. The Blessedness of Imputed 
Righteousness 

 

A. What King David wrote of and longed for but never 

knew. 

 Psalms 32:1-2 

 “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is 

covered. 2Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not 

impute iniquity….” 

 

B. The 3 Blessednesses of our Reconciliation with God. 

 Rom 4:6-8 - David also describes the blessedness of the 

man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from 

works: 
7
    “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven,  And whose sins are covered; 
8
Blessed is the 

man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.” 
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1. Forgiveness. 

2. Sins covered (all covered, for all life) 

3. Not impute sin 

 God will not impute sin to you anymore! (Since it was 

imputed on Jesus) 

 Instead He imputes righteousness. 

 

C. We have Imputed Righteousness. 

 Rom 4:6 - David also describes the blessedness of the 

man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from 

worksé 

 2 cor 5:21 

 Jesus committed no sin, so God imputed our sin on Him. 

We committed no righteousness, God imputed Christôs 

righteousness to us! 

 

D. If we are Righteous, we are under God’s FAVOUR. 

 He does not see your sin ï it was put on Christ. 

 He sees His righteousness. 

 We stand in this favour. 

 

E. What God is extending to us: Righteousness, not 

judgment. 

 

 

4. Reigning in Life by God’s Extravagant 
Love. 

Romans 5:17 (NKJV) 17For if by the one man s offense death 

reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance 

of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the 

One, Jesus Christ. 

A. Two powerful things the resurrection of Christ gives 

us: 

1. The gift of righteousness (Being right with God, no 

sin!) 

2. The abundance of Grace (Divine favour!) 

 A gift is not earned. Gifts are freely given. 

 

B. The result of living in these two gifts is: to Reign in 

Life! 

 Reign is to rule in Life (Zoe) – the kind of life God 

enjoys! 

 To reign is the opposite of being a subject. 

 

C. Live the life of the Royal Love court of Heaven! 

 Clothed in love 

 Satan as Lucifer was clothed (cherub that covers) with 

splendor; God cloths the redeemed with Love! 

 Angels are the displays of Godôs splendor; We are 

displays of His love! 

 

D. Reign in the Love Life of the Father and blow religion 

out of the water! 

 Religion emphasizes duty, service, sacrifice, law, etc. 

 The New Covenant emphasizes love, grace, 

reconciliation, reigning as sons. 

 

E. The rush of the Father to Love us: Story of the 

Prodigal. 
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 The Father rushes to the son to cloth him, put a ring on 

his finger, shoes for his feet and a celebration! 

 ñHURRY!ò 

5. Taken from “Enemies” to “Beloved’s”. 

1 John 3:1 - 3 (NKJV) 1Behold what manner of love the Father has 

bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore 

the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2Beloved, 

now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 

shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, 

for we shall see Him as He is.  3And everyone who has this hope in 

Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  

A. Behold the manner of love God has given! 

 Behold! The manner of love ï have we done this or are 

we too religious and indoctrinated in fear to do it? 

 Look and see the love! 

 

B. The manner of love: sons of God. 

 The word translated ñchildrenò is better translated ñsonò 

because it means a child with full inheriting rights to the 

Fatherôs estate. 

 The emphasis is not on age but on the rights and 

privileges of family. 

 From sinners to sons ï when will you allow yourself to 

believe the word! 

 

C. With this faith we will be like Him. 

 

D. Love is purifying us for His return and our wedding 

day! 

 

E. Love letters between the Church and Christ: Song of 

Songs. 

 How the bride feels about herself: Song 1:5-6 

 How the Bridegroom sees her: SS1:8, 2:4, 2:10-14 

 Song of Songs 4:7 - 8 (NKJV) 7You are all fair, my love, 

And there is no spot in you. 8Come with me from Lebanon, my 

spouse, With me from Lebanon. Look from the top of Amana, 

From the top of Senir and Hermon,  From the lions‟ dens, 

From the mountains of the leopards.”  

 Israel in wilderness wanderings: Numbers 23:21 says: 

 Numbers 23:21 (NKJV) 21 “He has not observed iniquity in 

Jacob, Nor has He seen wickedness in Israel The LORD his 

God is with him, And the shout of a King is among them.”  

 

 

6. Easter’s “Much More” Living: Living in 
the Endless Love of God. 

Rom 5:9-10 (NKJV) 9Much more then, having now been justified by His 

blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  10For if when we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 

more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” 

A. We have not dared to believe for the “much more” 

living of where our justification places us. 

 We can live sin-conscious free (See Hebrews  10:1-4, 

11-18 

 Much more forgiveness 

 Much more Favour, Grace 
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B. What is much more than justification by blood? Grace 

and Love poured out by Life! 

 We are ñmuch moreò than Forgiven sinners; we are 

Favoured SAINTS. 

 Heaven will not be full of sinners, it will be filled with 

saints! 

 

C. Song 8:6-7. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

We are an Easter People and Hallelujah is our song! 

 

Because of the Resurrection of Christ: 

V You are justified for Life! 

V You have been placed in Godôs Extravagant Favour and 

Friendship! 

V You have imputed Righteousness! 

V You have been taken from an enemy to  a Beloved! 

 

 

 


