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March 9, 2008 

A Generation of Rebuilders 

Isaiah 61:3 - 4 (NKJV) 
3
To console those who mourn in Zion, To give 

them beauty for ashes,  The oil of joy for mourning,  The garment of 

praise for the spirit of heaviness;  That they may be called trees of 

righteousness,  The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.‖ 
4
 And they shall rebuild the old ruins, they shall raise up the former 

desolations, And they shall repair the ruined cities, The desolations of 

many generations. 

 A Condition in Zion (the church): „mourning‟, „ashes‟ 

and „a spirit of heaviness‟. 

 Why? (61:1) The conditions of Godôs people being 

“poor”, “brokenhearted”, “captive”, “prisoners” 

 A Consolation is promised: Christ will give “comfort”, 

“beauty” and “praise”! 

 A Consummation is expected: (61:4) ï “They will 

rebuild…” 

 

 God wants us to be part of a New Generation in the church: 

A Generation of Rebuilders. 

 In Isaiah 61:1-4 we see the beautiful RESTORATION work 

of Christ to His people. 

1. Christ is Anointed to Minister. 

2. The result is restored lives 

3. These lives will rebuild, raise up and repair the 

Community of the church. 

 We begin to see this Prophetic Model of Rebuilding in the 

story of Nehemiah. 

 

Many Bricks Short of a 
Load 

(Nehemiah 3 – Making Missing Repairs to this Generation of the 

Church) 

Read Nehemiah 3 

 

Nehemiah 2:17 (NKJV) 
17

Then I said to them, ―You see the 

distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are 

burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that 

we may no longer be a reproach.‖   

 

Nehemiah 3:1 (NKJV) 1Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his 

brethren the priests and built the Sheep Gate; they consecrated it and 

hung its doors. They built as far as the Tower of £the Hundred, and 

consecrated it, then as far as the Tower of Hananel.   

 

Nehemiah 3:2 - 4 (NKJV) 2£Next to Eliashib the men of Jericho built. 

And next to them Zaccur the son of Imri built. 3Also the sons of 

Hassenaah built the Fish Gate; they laid its beams and hung its doors 

with its bolts and bars.  4And next to them Meremoth the son of Urijah, 

the son of £Koz, made repairs. Next to them Meshullam the son of 
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Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel, made repairs. Next to them Zadok the 

son of Baana made repairs.   

 

Nehemiah 3:6 - 12 (NKJV) 6Moreover Jehoiada the son of Paseah and 

Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Old Gate; they laid its 

beams and hung its doors, with its bolts and bars.  7And next to them 

Melatiah the Gibeonite, Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and 

Mizpah, repaired the residence£ of the governor of the region beyond the 

River.  8Next to him Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, 

made repairs. Also next to him Hananiah, £one of the perfumers, made 

repairs; and they fortified Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall.  9And next 

to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, leader of half the district of Jerusalem, 

made repairs.  10Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph made repairs 

in front of his house. And next to him Hattush the son of Hashabniah 

made repairs. 11Malchijah the son of Harim and Hashub the son of 

Pahath-Moab repaired another section, as well as the Tower of the 

Ovens.  12And next to him was Shallum the son of Hallohesh, leader of 

half the district of Jerusalem; he and his daughters made repairs.  

INTRODUCTION: 

A. Notice the words, ñNext to theméò It takes 

EVERYONE to rebuild the Testimony of Jerusalem. 

 It took everyone to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

 Everyone had been living to care for his own home. 

Now God turns their hearts to His Home as the 

answer to their problems. 

 God wants the church life to be about ―next to 

them…‖: Everyone functioning, building, repairing 

and reaping the benefits. 

 ñ Note: the Welfare of the City (Jerusalem) 

brought welfare to the citizens within. (‗As goes 

the city so goes its citizens‘). (‗As goes the church, so 

goes the spiritual welfare of the believers‘) 

 

B. 1 Peter 2:4-5. God is building the church, one ñliving 

stoneò at a time. 

 1 Peter 2:4 - 5 (NKJV) 4Coming to Him as to a living stone, 

rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious,  
5you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   

 When we come to Christ, He makes us ñliving 

stonesò to be fitted into the spiritual house called the 

church. 

 You must have ñlivingò stones to get a ñlivingò 

house! 

 The GOAL: Eph 2:21 ï when the house is built, it is 

FILLED with His presence. 

 

C. Notice the words, ñmade repairséò Everyone has 

ñRepairsò to make to the church. 
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 What Christ has ―repaired‖ in you, you have as the 

spiritual ―material‖ to ―repair‖ in the church life 

with. 

 1 Cor 3:9-15. 

 

D. The church is suffering from ñMissing stonesò and 

ñMissing repairsò. 

 The first thing we have to do is to be made ñlivingò 

ourselves! 

 The next thing we have to do is let God ñfit us intoò 

the structure of the church and thereby make 

ñrepairsò to the church with our life. 

 Nehemiah as our role-model (from ch 1 & 2): 

1. Nehemiah took it personally. (Traded his 

reputation for Jerusalem‘s) 

2. Nehemiah took it into his prayer closet. 

3. Nehemiah Repented. 

4. Nehemiah went to the ruins to rebuild. 

5. Nehemiah relied on what God put in his heart 

to do. 

 

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE  YOUR L IFE TO GODôS 

DREAM  

(Give God another Living Brick!) 

 

1. ñRubble Troubleò ï 
See the Missing Repairs! 

Nehemiah 1:3 (NKJV) - 
3
They said to me, ―Those who survived the 

exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and 

disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have 

been burned with fire.‖ 

Nehemiah 2:17 (NKJV) 
17

Then I said to them, ―You see the 

distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are 

burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that 

we may no longer be a reproach.‖  

 

A. Do you SEE the trouble ñweò are in?! (The trouble 

lies with the city not your private woes). 

 Nehemiah 2:17 
17

Then I said to them, ―You see the distress 

that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are 

burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of 

Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.‖  
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 Most of us see the only the ñdistressò of our own life. It is 

not about us, but about JERUSALEM. 

 Our ñdistressò comes from ñJerusalem lies in wasteò. (Fix 

the BIGGER problem!) 

 Our ñgraceò or ñdis-graceò comes from the condition of 

the city, not our private life! 

 Ask God to ñseeò the things on His heart ï it will change 

your life and raise it up to a new level of living! 

 

B. Broken walls and their prophetic implication: Lost 

distinction and exposure to the enemy. 

 Broken walls mean no separation or holiness to the Lord. 

(A wall encloses and supports a culture within from 

outside contaminents). 

 Broken walls imply lost protection and exposure to the 

enemy. 

 Isaiah 5:5 - 6 (NKJV) 
5And now, please let Me tell you 

what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, 

and it shall be burned; And break down its wall, and it shall 

be trampled down. 6I will lay it waste; It shall not be pruned 

or dug, But there shall come up briers and thorns. I will 

also command the clouds that they rain no rain on it.”  

 

C. Feel Godôs Compassion over the DAMAGE. (The 

Scars of Sin are deep and serious). 

 We should let the compassion of Christ touch us over the 

damage of sin in peopleôs lives. Sin calls for our 

compassion not our judgement. God did the judging at 

Calvary. 

 Tie death to sin and you will never look at it the same 

again.  

 Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 
23For the wages of sin is death, but 

the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

D. Can we see the wounds and ñBrokenò areaôs in 

peopleôs souls? (And are we willing to make repairs?) 

 Proverbs 25:28 (NKJV) 28Whoever has no rule over his 

own spirit Is like a city broken down, without walls. 

 

E. Commit to fix what you can, where you can when 

you can. 

 

2. Look in the Mirror:  
Fix your life, fix your world. 

22The repairs next to him were made by the priests from the 

surrounding region. 23Beyond them, Benjamin and Hasshub made 
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repairs in front of their house; and next to them, Azariah son of 

Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, made repairs beside his house. 

A. People began to fix the wall outside their own 

homes. 

 People began to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem outside 

their own homes. 

 Ministry to God starts with what is right in front of us, 

now. 

B. Your Ministry is right under your own nose! 

 Rom 10:6-8 ï The faith is in your heart and mouth: start 

using it! 

 Are you looking for ña ministryò or ñthe ministryò? 

There is only one ministry: AND YOU HAVE 

ALREADY RECEIVED IT! 

 2 Corinthians 4:1 (NKJV) 1Therefore, since we have this 

ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart.   

 The ministry is to shine Christ in peopleôs hearts by the 

Holy Spirit. (2 Cor 3:5-9, 18, 4:1,5-7 

 

C. Begin Repairs at your own ñHomeò. (Start with 

Yourself) 

 How do we change the world? Look in the mirror and 

start with the person looking back at you! 

 How do you fix prayerlessness in the church? (or lack 

of Bible reading, deadness, joylessness, etc.?) Start 

with yourself! 

 Do you want a ministry? Look to your wife, kids, 

home, work place. Start rebuilding the wall in your 

own life. 

 Proverbs 25:28 (NKJV) “Whoever has no rule over his 

own spirit     Is like a city broken down, without walls. 

 

D. You are part of the body. Fix yourself and you will 

fix the church. 

 1 Cor 12:21-26 

 

 

3. Know that Godôs ñUnsung Heroôsò  
are from every walk of life. 

8Next to him Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, made 

repairs. Also next to him Hananiah, one of the perfumers, made repairs; 

and they fortified Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall.  9And next to them 

Rephaiah the son of Hur, leader of half the district of Jerusalem, made 

repairs.  

12Shallum son of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired 

the next section with the help of his daughters. 
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22The repairs next to him were made by the priests from the surrounding 

region 

32and between the room above the corner and the Sheep Gate the 

goldsmiths and merchants made repairs. 

 

A. Everyone, from every walk of life can be a rebuilder! 

(“But I‟m only a…”) 

 Notice the people who rebuilt the wall: goldsmiths, 

perfumers, leaders, priests, daughters, merchants, etc. 

They were not carpenters by trade. 

 Not everyone had carpentry skills! But everyone 

rebuilt the wall. You are not a pastor, but you can 

rebuild Godôs church! 

 ―I‘m not gifted‖, ―I‘m not called‖ are ridiculous 

excuses in Godôs work. His life is the only gift and the 

only ñcallò you need to build others up. 

 

B. Your ñqualificationsò to build come from the Lord 

within you! 

 2 Corinthians 3:5 (NKJV) 5Not that we are sufficient of 

ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our 

sufficiency is from God,   

 2 Corinthians 1:21 (NKJV) 21Now He who establishes us with 

you in Christ and has anointed us is God,   

 1 Corinthians 1:5 - 7 (NIV ) 5For in him you have been enriched 

in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—

 6because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in 

you. 7Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly 

wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.   

 If the all ñgiftsò are from the Spirit, and the Spirit lives in you, 

you have all potential to do any work God calls you to do! 

 

C. God has a job for you. 1 Peter 4:7-11 

 I do not like the term ñvolunteersò because it implies 

work and service without payment. 

 If the world ñpaysò us money to do its work, do you 

really think doing Godôs work will be without MUCH 

GREATER rewards? 

 Mark 10:29 - 30 (NKJV) 29So Jesus answered and 

said, ―Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left 

house or brothers or sisters or father or mother £or wife or 

children or lands, for My sake and the gospel‘s, 30who shall 

not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and 

brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, 

with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life.   

 

D. Itôs not work, itôs a ñGood-workò of grace. 

 Nehemiah Called it a ñgood workò (See Neh. 2:17) 
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 He also said Godôs ñGood handò was on him in this 

work (See Neh 2:18) 

 Psalms 51:18 (NKJV) 18Do good in Your good pleasure to 

Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem.  

 Psalms 85:12 (NKJV) 12Yes, the LORD will give what is 

good; And our land will yield its increase.  

 There is GRACE in doing Godôs work! 

 

E. Godôs Rebuilders are His Unsung heroôs 

 They may live un-acclaimed in this life, but Godôs 

promotion day (the Millennium is coming!) 

 

4. Just Start Rebuildingé Something! 

Nehemiah 3:15 - 16 (NKJV) 15Shallun the son of Col-Hozeh, leader of 

the district of Mizpah, repaired the Fountain Gate; he built it, covered it, 

hung its doors with its bolts and bars, and repaired the wall of the Pool 

of Shelah by the King‘s Garden, as far as the stairs that go down from 

the City of David.  16After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, leader of half 

the district of Beth Zur, made repairs as far as the place in front of 

the tombs of David, to the man-made pool, and as far as the House of the 

Mighty.  

A. Notice the words, ñas far aséò We rebuild what we 

can, we canôt rebuild it all. 

 All He asks of us is to do what we can. 

 Start somewhere, do some rebuilding. Hebrews 

10:24-26 

 Our whole Christian experience in the church life will 

always be ñas far aséò It will never be done fully. 

B. Some sow, some water, but God gives the 

supernatural INCREASE. 

 1 Cor 3:5-8 

C. You start a spiritual miracle wherever you start 

Godôs work of rebuilding. 

 God will put His ñsuperò on your ñnaturalò and 

miracles will happen! 

 Pray, lay hands on the sick, believe Godôs Word, 

encourage, serveé The Lord will work with and 

confirm His Work. 

D. Take your life into a ñFountainò, a ñPoolò, the ñKingôs 

Gardenò, ñtombs of Davidò and the ñHouse of the 

Mightyò. 

 The best places God will take you are the places where 

His work takes you! 

 Any of these places are better than your Lazy-Boy 

chair, surround-sound home theatre, etc.! 
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 Godôs work opens up Spiritual places for your soul 

you never dreamed of! 

 Eph. 1:3 

 

5. Overcome Pride, Indifference and 
Excuses.  

(Excuses or Examples?) 

Nehemiah 3:5 (NKJV) 5Next to them the Tekoites made repairs; but 

their nobles did not put their shoulders to the work of their Lord.  

A. The Nobles would not put their shoulders into the 

work. 

 There are always critics, cynics and gainsayers to 

Godôs work. 

 Why? (1) Pride in their position, (2) Indifference to 

the need, (3) Fear of their captors. 

 The three Rebuilder killers: Iôm better than this, there 

are other things better than this and there are others 

better than this. 

 

B. The church needs Servants not Sergents! 

 The nobles loved their high ranking position. Felt that 

rebuilding rubble was beneath their dignity. 

 Nehemiahôs life stood in contrast to their own. 

 

C. Gain the Spirit of a Rebuilder: 

 There were three things that may have kept these 

nobles from helping: Pride in their position, 

indifference to the need or fear from their oppressors. 

 A Rebuilder must ask God for a new spirit: 

1. A Humble spirit that conquers pride 

2. An Envisioned spirit that overcomes 

indifference 

3. A spirit of Grace that overcomes fear. 

D. The Spirit of Christ must deal with your excuses. 

 Luke 14:18 (NKJV) 18But they all with one accord began to 

make excuses. The first said to him, óI have bought a piece 

of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me 

excused.ô   

 Ground (livelihood), - Iôm better than this 

 Oxen (possessions), - Other things are better than this 

 a wife (pleasures of life).- Others are better than this 

 

E. EXCUSES: Attitudes that reveal a spirit of low 

altitude! 
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 Iôm not gifted. (Yes you are. Gifts just need to be 

developed) 

 Iôm too busy. (Aren‘t we all! This is a given in every 

stage of life… deal with it. You will always have to 

―make room‖ for the things of God). 

 I donôt likeé {fill in the blank}. (In every work for 

God there will be things you don‘t like. Serve God 

faithfully anyways!) 

 Fear of rejection, criticism or mistakes. (You will 

experience them all! But God is bigger!) 

 If it is not my way it is the highway. (We all have to 

give up ―our way‖ and discover His way in doing 

things) 

F. Running the race with our eyes fixed and our heart 

encouraged. 

 Hebrews 12:1 - 3 (NKJV) 
1
Therefore we also, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us,  
2
looking unto Jesus, the author 

and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 
3
For consider Him who endured such 

hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 

discouraged in your souls.   

 

 

 A Rebuilderôs Journal Entry: I will offer 
myself to God and begin making repairs to 
the church where I can with what I have. 

1 Cor. 1:26-31 

 I will see the real need in life is to Build Godôs Dream, not my 

own. (I will see my trouble as the rubble of the church.) 

 I will start Godôs rebuilding in my own life, in my own home. 

 I will recognise that I am as gifted as I need to be because Christ 

is in me. 

 I will not wait for some ñideal ministryò to open to me; I will 

start rebuilding where I can. 

 I will overcome pride, indifference and fear by coming before 

God and gaining a humble, envisioned and Graced spirit to do 

Godôs work in my life. 

 

 

 

  


