March 2, 2008

We live in a generation that is so cynical of religious establishments.
Even many Christians are just as disillusioned with churches because of
their experiences in the church life. What can we do about all this? Come
and join us for God’s answer to this pressing issue. Come discover that
God is raising up...

A Generation of Rebuilders

#1 - From Cupbearer to Bricklayer

(A Study of the book of Nehemiah)

Isaiah 61:4 (NKJV) “And they shall rebuild the old
ruins,  They shall raise up the former desolations, And
they shall repair the ruined cities, The desolations

of many generations. 0

Series Introduction

e God wants us to be part of a New Generation in the church: A
Generation of Rebuilders.
e \We begin to see this Prophetic Model in the life story of Nehemiah.
e A Time to re-assign the desolate places: | SAIAH 49:8-18
e 3 Things God will Rebuild: (v.9) the pastures, (v. 11) the roads and
highways and (v. 16) the walls and city.
o What God said He would do in this rebuilding time:
i. (v.8) To restore and reassign inheritances.
il. (v.9) New food to strengthen
iii. (v. 10) Water to refresh
iv. (v.11) Pathways
v. (v.12) people will come to this
vi. (v.16) Restore broken walls
vii. (v.17) remove the destroyers
viii. (v.19-23) return of exiles as offspring.

(Taking up the Vi sthipage-dNéhendalnd 6 s He ¢
Chapters 1 &2)

Message Introduction:

A.Nehemiah is a story about tak:
rebuild His Dream.
¢ Nehemiah was the leader of a generation of rebuilders
who would rise up God’s dream out of the rubble in 52

days!

e They would restore Jerusalem from a city of mockery
and ridicule to one of fame and prominence in God’s

plans for the earth.

B. What VISION do you have for your life?

We all live by what “vision™ has filled our view.

Pay the bills, enjoy life, make it rich, etc. — we all have

some “‘vision” that directs how we live.

Where has your “vision” for life come from? Have you

examined your assumptions?

“The unexamined life is not worth living.” — Emerson.

C. Do not trivialise this word, Avilsi on
Jesus lived by a particular vision: John 5:19 (NKJV) **Then

Jesus answered and said to them, i Mo s t

0

assuredly

to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He
sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also

does in like manner.
Jesus did not live whimsically.
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e Proverbs29:18 (NKJV) ®*  Where there is no frevelation
(VISION), the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who
keeps the law.

e QGet your vision for life from God’s word.

D. Without vision your spiritual life stagnates.
e “Vision” is where you see to go. Without it you have no
direction or motivation to move ahead.
e Rivers that stop flowing, become ponds that stagnate!
e What vision gives to your spirit: Effortless spirituality!

E. Become ENVISIONED by God! (And you will turn
from cupbearer to bricklayer!)
¢ You have the “equipment” for spiritual vision! (Eph. 3:16)
e The Two Encompassing Visions of the New Testament:
Christ and the church. (Do you have them both?)
e Nehemiah is a story about putting these two visions
together as the passion of our life.

How GOD TAKES US FROM

CUPBEARER TO BRICKLAYER

The Spiritos 6&uswatdl

prosperity and inward emptiness.
(Holding a Goldencupforakingd oes naot

compar e
to Rebuilding Godds Dream).

Neh. 1:1-3; 2:1-2
il took wine andtgavde kingé.o (2:1)

AThey sai dé The walds of Jerusalem are broken
down and its gates have been burned w

A. Nehemiah had it all: cupbearer to the Persian king,
Artaxerxes.
e The story takes place in 464-423 BC
e Israel is in exile (Babylon conquered by Persia).
e Nehemiah rose in prominence to cupbearer to the king.
Lived a life of comfort in the royal courts.
e Outwardly he had it all.

B. Nehemiah receives word that Jerusalem is in ruins.

(The contrast between his | if:
e Neh1:1-3
C.The AnGood Lifeoé but in exile
e Sometimes our place of exile from God can be very
COMFORTABLE!

e But Nehemiah’s spirit is restless!

e ‘Nehemiah’s name means: 1 Go d ¢ o-ftheonlyt s O
way we find real comfort is to follow God’s plans for
our life.

e S S b &eglegper meaning of broken down walls.

e "They said to me, The wal .
down and its gates hBE3Ye be
These walls paralleled the spiritual condition of

Jerusalem and Israel.
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e Purpose of walls to a city: STRENGTH, protection,
distinction, separation.

e The bible says our spirit is like a wall: Proverbs 25:28
(NKJV) iWhoever has no rule over his own spirit Is like
a city broken down,

E.We must rebuild our WSONr it
e Proverbs 20:27 (NKJV)?'The spirit of a man is the
lamp of the LORD, Searching all the £inner depths of his
heart.
e Your spirit will never be satisfied until God is the
overriding vision and pursuit of your life!

Breaking Forth of
(Will you Let God break your heart with what
breaks His?)

wit hou

lBag &f &0 dsO@imnl dbuld break FORTH,

Nehemiah 1:4 (NKJV) “So it was, when 1 heard these
words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for

many days; 1 was fasting and praying before the God of
heaven.

Nehemiah 2:2 (NKJV) 2Therefore the king said to me,

i Wh is your face sad, since you are not sick? This is
nothing but sorrow of heart. 0So | became dreadfully
afraid,

A. We need a Broken Heart to Heal our heart.
e Our hearts are naturally heardened by the world and by
sin.

e |t takes the continual fellowship of God to keep our
hearts soft and open to the mind of the Spirit.

e The heart must be “broken up” like soil before planting.

e A broken heart becomes a receptive heart in God’s

wal | s. Ohands_

Ne h esmi

heart had to be broke OPEN.
e Isaiah 57:15 (NKJV) *For thus says the High and Lofty

ah

One Who inhabits eternity, whose nameisHo |l vy : Al dwel

the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and
humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And to
revive the heart of the contrite ones.

e The heart is the “oultlet” of the spirit. If the heart is hard and
closed, the spirit is muted.

Godds Vi sion

C. God wants a broken Heart over what He has FOR you
not from what life has done TO you.

e Matthew 23:37 (NKIV)¥*A O Jerusal em,
the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often | wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,
but you were not willing!

D. Torebuildt he CHURCH God dwesnot
opinions and plans, He needs your heart!
e  We must take our hands and opinions off God’s work.
Let Him rebuild His church.
e God suffers not from a lack of hands, but of blocked
hearts.
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E.A Rebuil deroés fist visWe is wi tBhThagréatest khngs inhoardife came out of the prayer
have a generation of church cynics who need to turn their closet!
criticisms to communion with God.)
C.A Rebuilder is birthed out of

F. The question God poses to His people: i Wh at t i me i s closet!(Nehemiah beginsa Good Work).
i t f(Baggaial:2-11).
e God says it is time to rebuild His house FIRST! D. What REBUILDERSdo( when t hey see God:
dreams):

1. He took it personally (Neh 1:4)

) ; 2. He took the burden into His prayer life (1:5-6a)
A Response forged in Prayer: Begin 3. He Repents (1:6b-7)
a Good Work (The Heart of a Rebuilder) 4 HeClaims Goddés Promises and use
things. (1:8-11)
5. He commits Himself to the place of the problem (2:11)
6. He engages his heart in the vision. (2:12-16)

Nehemiah 1:11 (NKJV) !0 Lord, 1 pray, please let Your
ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to
the prayer of Your servants who desire to fear Your

7. He rallies others to the vision of rebuilding. (2:17-18)

name; and let Your servant prosper this day, | pray,

and grant him mercy in the siFgrht of t hi m . 0 . .

was the Kingos cupbearer. Thé'Uivine ResourcesinaBel i ev el
eart (Insight into the life of a Rebuilder

Neh 2:17 - Then | said to them, HAYou t tie ( 9 )

distress that we are 1in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and

its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build Nehemiah 2:11- 1 went to Jerusalem, anq after )

the wall of Jerusalemé .°And 1 told them of the hand staying there three days "1 set out during the night

with a few men. 1 had not told anyone what my God had
put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no

mounts Wﬁth|ms eﬁcgerdthe one 1 was riding on.
Si3By night 1 went out through the Valley Gate toward

the Jackalf Well and the Dung Gate, examining the
walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and
its gates, which had been destroyed by fire.

of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the

ki ng erds that he had spoken to me. So they said,

ilLet us rise up and build. o Then they
to this good work.

Nehemiah 1:4-11

A. Nehemiah takes his burden into his prayer closet.
(What we should do with all our issues!)
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“"Then | said to them, AYou see the troubl e W& |ade iyns i se up and buil d.
Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been

burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of do t h s (/a8 d \{VO rk.o
Jerusalem, and we will no longer be indi sgr ac!l. o  What position do you take your life from?: Eph. 1:3; 2:6;
also told them about the gracious hand of my God upon Col. 2:8-9

me and what the king had said to me.

Nehemiah 2:1-20

A.A Heart touched by Go®)Ys CompasA%qdoerp.dumZ.:‘]Purnal EntryOfa
e AThis is nothing w2t sorrow oReluwlderes. o
e God’s Love in us and for us will do the work!

We live in a generation that is so cynical of religious establishments.

B. A Return to Homeward Paths (2:4-8) Even many Christians are just as disillusioned with churches because of
e il ask that you send me t o J utheinexperiences i thechyreh life. What gan wg do abgyf all this?
fatherse.o V  The church is in need of REPAIRS. (We can be part of the
e Nehemiah would have to leave the comfort of the king’s problem or the solution)
court and the “palace lifestyle” he was accustomed to. V We need to be ENVI SI ONED with
e Faith in God’s Word is the homeward path. V' We go to the rubble and take it into our heart. There we let
God speak and direct as to our part to play in rebuilding.
C. Seeing the extent of the Need. (2:9-16) V  We go with what God puts into our hearts to do.

e Al went out at nighté and vi gyWeskioh-he walls that were
broken downéo

o Envisioned by God’s Heart (Matt. 9:36-37) Hecklers or Heirs? (2:19-20)

nRnét hey | aughed us to scorn and

D. Answering the call to something bigger than your thing you are doing?o

own life.
e A" Come | e dthewall ofdeeusnlam, that we may %S0 | answered them, and said t
no | onger be in disgrace. 0 Himself will prosper us therefore we His servants will arise and
e Engraved with God’s Love for the church: Isaiah 49:16 build, but you have no heritage or right or memorial in

Jerusal em. o

E. Beginning a good work. (2:18) Faith in Future Grace!
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