February 17, 2008

GOSPEL SERVICE - JESUS’ WAY
TO JOURNEY INTO GREATNESS

Series Text: Mark 10:43-45

“..whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, *and whoever wants to be first must be slave
of all. “**For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served , but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”

REVIEW

A. Christ has Come to SERVE us.

e Al am among Yyou a(lsuke@2?®

e Religion emphasises our serving God. (Law)

e Christ emphasised God serving us in Him. (Grace)

e Having Christ serve us, causes us to in turn serve Him.
(We love because He first loved us i 1 John 4:19)

e Like Peter we have to let the Lord serve us, if we are to
be clean to serve others T John 13:5-9)

B. The Contents of His Service (Review):
1. Preaching the gospel

Teaching truth

Casting out demons

Healing the sick

Cleansing the impure
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C. The Ways of His service (Review):
1. Forgiving sins so we can walk (the paralytic)
2. Feasting with to Heal t
collectors and sinners)
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3. Friendship to Enliven (Disciples as friends of
Bridgroom)

4. Favour to replace religion (Lord of the Sabbath)

5. Freedom to serve (man with withered hand)

D.God Desires to
in our life for the accomplishment of His Vision.

e Mark 3:13-15 - “Jesus went up on a mountainside and
called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. **He
appointed twelved designating them apostlestd that they
might be with him and that he might send them out to
preach *and to have authority to drive out demons.

e Note: This SENDING OUT came after His serving them
(Mark 2).

e Exod: 15:27 -- ’Then they came to Elim {eylim} {Strong i
s er v e a&)®aktreel or some other strong tree}, where there
were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they
camped there near the water.

e Jesus sent out the twelve to minister: Mark 6:7 says:
’And He called the twelveto Himself, and began to send
them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean
spirits.

e Jesus sent out the 70 to minister: Luke 10:1says: *After
these things the Lord appointed £seventy otheralso,
and sent them two by two before His face into every city
and place where He Himself was about to go.

e WE ARE THE 12 WELLS AND 70 PALM TREES

e Jesus wants every church to be a church where there is
it wel ve springs
spiritual waters!

E. Christis STILL Serving the Gospel and Shepherding

soulPeqnRleqibed@yyemethrquah His
e Mark 16:15-20
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A LIFE LIVED ACCORDING
TO GOD’'S VISION

Mark 1:36 - 39 (NKJV) 3*¢And Simon and those who
were with Him searched for Him. 3*When they found
Him, they said to Him, “Everyone is looking for
You.” 3¥But He said to them, "“Let us go into the
next towns, that 1 may preach there also, because
for this purpose I have come forth.” *And He was
preaching in their synagogues throughout all
Galilee...”

X Jesus lived His live according to God'’s Vision. (What was
that vision? God’s Economy: To turn sinners into sons of
God!)

X Christ Serving Life made it clear for Him as to what He
lived for.

X We need this same sense of PURPOSE in OUR living.

X How can we live a life According to God’s Vision for our
life? The Gospel of Mark shows us...

1. MAKE GODO6S P ROURSI
GROWING CHRIST IN YOU.

Mark 4:1-34

Mark 4:8 (NKJV) 8But other seed fell on good
ground and yielded a crop that sprang up,
increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some
sixty, and some a hundred.”

TY

A.Godobés Vision for your |

you.

e What is Godbés primary
sowing the living Christ into our being so that His
Life and work are duplicated in all the members of

His body.

e Christ is The Sower and the Seed sown into us.
e The Seed is to Grow up into the full version of

itself.

e Col 2:6-7 - °As you therefore have received Christ

Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, “rooted and built up

in Him and established in the faith, as you have
been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

B. This Vision is Seen in 4 Parables in Mark chapter

4:

1. SOWING T Heisa Seed to grow in us (Parable of

the sower)

2. SHINING T He is the Lamp in us to be raised up

out of obscurity to shine in us (Parable of the Lamp)

3. GROWING 1 He is the Rich Soil that grows what

the Father puts in us.

4. EXPANDING T He is the Expanding mustard seed

that grows into the Largest of shrubs.

C.This is Godods Priority i

else.

e He is committed to this priority because it is the

only way to your salvation, joy and satisfaction.
e Christ is the answer to you every need.

D. This is the MYSTERY of Life and all that you go

through: God is Growing Christ in you.
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2. DEAL WITH YOUR HEART. 3. RECEIVE A LIFE THAT IS
AMI SSI ONALO.

Mark 4:13-20

Mark 4:20 (NKJV) 2But these are the ones sown on Mark 6:45 - 46 says:

good ground,_those who r_1ear the word, accept ', Mark 6:45 - 46 (NKJV) “Immediately He made His
and bear frmt_”some thirtyfold, some sixty, and disciples get into the boat and go before Him to
some a hundred. the other side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the
multitude away. “And when He had sent them away,
A. The L_o_rd w_ould have us address 4 heart_ He departed to the mountain to pray.”
conditions if He is to find room to grow in us:
1. A Wayward Heart (4:15) T Hardened by worldly A. Jesus makes His disciples get into a boat and
traffic/ word stolen ) i travel to the other shore for ministry.
2. AStony Heart (4:16-17)T Shal | ow/ canot face o2 Bielesuscalled them, He MISSIONED their life
hardship without falling away to carry out His gospel work.
3. AThorny Heart (18-19) T CI’OWdEd, cluttered and e The Christian | i ifméssioned a fi
distracted with the cares, distractions and desires of by Jesus
the world.
4. A Good Heart (4:20) i Hearing and Accepting/ B. This situation is an Analogy of the church:
Produce 30, 60 or 100 1. The disci ploes owegreg :fi ma e t
o o RESTRICTED
B. Most Christians have a new spirit but cluttered 2. They were told where to go: GOVERNED
hearts. Christ has noroom. 3. The wind and storm was against them: OPPOSED
e If you are born again, your spirit is never the 4, Jesusd presence rescued t
problem. It is the outlet of the spirit: the heart. goal: PRESENCED

hearts and not fAwaito for God to do0nRelrfted taken from world put into the church)
e Notice the good heart i g figood® ®Hoverndt Givenyolr callidyand higién)

the word: Hearing, accepting, retaining, working 3. Opposed (by the world and satan)
with it. 4. Presenced (by the victorious Lord)
e Dondét wait for God to make your heart fAgoodo. You
make it good by dealing with the word! D. We are all Missionaries: the only difference is the
field.
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4. REDUCE YOUR LIFE VISION TO
CONFESSING CHRIST ALONE.

Mark 8:2 7-30

Mark 8:29 (NKJV) "He said to them, "“But who do
you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to
Him, “You are the Christ.”

A. Peter Confesses Jesus as the Son of God under
heavenly revelation.

e Men have
Elijah, prophet, etc.)

e God can give your spirit the True one: He is the
Christ.

e The history of the church has been one of
AConfessionso (that

many HAopi(@hnonsa

becsd

B. God has ONE Vision for the Universe: His Son.
(This must be our vision too)
e God is Obsessed with Christ! To know God in truth
is to be led to The Mystery of God: Christ.

e Heb. 1:1-3
e Col. 1:15-20
C. REDUCE your Life to One Cor
areeo
e Satands subtl e | Uesust o CHh
(Donét take Him away, bl
e Dondét | et ANYTHI NG come

e See Him as the reality of all things you think you
Aneedo.

D. You life will never surpass your level of
Confession of Christ.
e Your spirit will grow only as far as it boldly
confesses Christ as the answer.

5. TAKE UP YOUR CROSS AND
FOLLOW HIM.

i s

of who Jesus
Mark 8:34-38

Mark 8:34  (NKJV) “When He had called the people
to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to
them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him

m e defiychineseald i, sadd) take up his cross, and follow

f

ri stians

t

before

Me_ 7”7

A. Right after the Revelation comes the RESPONSE
to keep it: Take up your cross.
e The most precious thing we have in life is revelation
from God. It must be guarded: 2 Tim 1:14
e The path to keep revelation is to take up the cross
(Godos will).
ession: fAYaou _
B. This is about MAKING ROOM for Him.
‘!’he c/g{)%,[g Cross @ursold selfiandomakes
n 'gam fogcrprbstdo%]lypjn us.
*  There is a lot of Clearing out that needs to happen in
your | ife to |ive with

He 6 s

C.The
ARdeny

Adesireo to deowédbptve Hi m
h iandsiiet | af koe thaucposs.
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e Desireto followistheflame,Aid eranddt ake upo e Thismountainisatypeof ourspiritit he HnNel ev:
is the firewood that feeds it. part of our being. (Eph. 2:6)

e ToAdeny yiourmsetl fad negati ye vi ew: Al am no
goodo. It is to | et go gf s €l lle REAPLACES eeep/thiagc(Hijahiartd Magds)t h
Christ. e This could be called the mountain of REPLACEMENT.

e Tofit aukpe y o u ris todake theveilkof God He replaces everything religious.

and do it in each situation. o o
D. (9:8) High in the spirit we see Jesus only. THIS

D. The SAVE is related to the LOSE. TRANSFORMS US.

e Youcannotii s a wiatdyou are not willing to
Al oseo.

7. GIVING ALL TO GOD.

6. BE TRANSFORMED IN THE SPIRIT. Mark 12:43 - 44

Mark 12:43 - 44 (NKJV) “So He called His

Mark 9: 1-8

Mark 9:2 (NKJV) Now after six days Jesus took
Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high
mountain apart by themselves; and He was
transfigured before them.

disciples to Himself and said to

them, "“Assuredly, I say to you that this poor
widow has put in more than all those who have
given to the treasury; “for they all put in out
of their abundance, but she out of her poverty
put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”

A. Jesus takes Peter, James and John up the Mountain of
Transfiguration.
e On this mountain he is transfigured before them.

e They sed hki mpfiiritdo as He real

A. Jesus watches a widow put in all her savings to
the temple treasury. (He comments on this
extraordinary spirit being needed by us to follow Him).
sheut in all she had.
e At a time when everyone w
Jesus and rejecting Him, this woman gives all.
e 0Someone greater than the

B. We also need to be led apart from the world by Christ,
up the high mountain of the spirit and there have the
Father reveal Christ to us.

e He |l eads them fAaparto from t he masses. _ .
e He | eads them fAhigho on theBm\é”l]J?lt[a ?c‘f"%s%‘?l“to htoo our
Christ 1s Va uab eto us?
heaven) ~ . .
e NSiphea in al|l she hadeo
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e What have you dAput intod
Money? Time?)

e The value of something to us is determined by what
we put into it.

C. Mark records 5 Stories to press home the need of
putting all into our serving Christ and the gospel:
1. The Rich Ruler (10:17-31) i will he give it all?

2. Triumphal Entry (11:1-10) T the crowds brought it
all to Him

3. Paying Taxes to Caesar (12:13-17) 1 Render to
Caesar

4., The Wi do (@0H48-44MiShe gut in all she
had

5. The Anointing at Bethany (14:3-9) 1 she anointed
his with costly perfume

D.What are you MfAsaviaregyouw our s g
waiting for something better to come along?!

CONCLUSION

Mark 6:7 (NKJV) ’And He called the twelve
to Himself, and began to send them out two by
two..

Mark 6:12 (NKJV) 1250 they went out and
preached .. .

How do will have a live according to God'’s Vision?

0
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\yeonmlke €rbwihg Ghrétonws our prierigy.r t ?

We deal with our heart

We have a Missional life serving the gospel
We confess Christ alone

We take up our cross

We become transformed in the spirit

We give all

or
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