
1 | P a g e  
 

February 3, 2008  

G O S P E L  S E R V I C E  ï JESUSô WAY 

T O  J O U R N E Y  I N T O  G R E A T N E S S  

Series Text: Mark 10:43-45 

ñéwhoever wants to become great among you must be your 

servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave 

of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served , but to serve, and to give  his life as a ransom 

for many.ò 

REVIEW 

A.  Christ has Come to SERVE us. 

 Mark 10:45 ï ñFor even the Son of Man did not come 

to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.ò 

 He served us in the past, He serves us in the present and 

He will serve us in the future! 

 Luke 22:27 ï ñFor who is greater, he who sits at the 

table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the 

table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.ò 

 Ps 23:5 ï ñHe prepares a table for meéò 

 

B.  Religion has emphasised OUR service to Christ over 

CHRISTôS Service to us. 

 Law emphasises that we serve God, to be accepted and 

pleasing to Him. 

 Grace emphasises we are accepted in Christ, that God 

serves us as sons and our love-choice is to serve Him 

back. 

 We serve Him and others out of His serving us. 

 

C.  Christ desires to DUPLICATE His Gospel service in 

us. 

 ñLet this mind be in you which was also in Christ 

Jesuséò (Phil. 2:5) 

 Matt. 10:8 ñFreely you have received; freely give.ò 

 

D.  Christ as a man lived to love God and to carry out His 

Work. 

 John 6:38 (NKJV) 
38

For I have come down from heaven, 

not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.   

 John 4:34 (NKJV) 
34

Jesus said to them, ñMy food is to do 

the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.   

 Mark 1:35 (NKJV) 
35

Now in the morning, having risen a 

long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a 

solitary place; and there He prayed.   

 

E.  Love made His life His work and His work His life. 

 Christ loved the Fatherôs Divine Plan: to turn sinners 

into sons. 

 He lived entirely for Godôs Economy ï Godôs Service 

to fill man with His own Life. 

 

A LIFE LIVED FULLY I N 
GODôS LOVE 

Mark 6:34 (NKJV) 34And Jesus, when He came out, saw a 

great multitude and was moved with compassion  for 

them, because they were like sheep not having a 

shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.    
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X Love was the FORCE behind His life and service. 

X Love is the key to the realm of Godôs supernatural activity. 

X What were the ELEMENTS that created His deep love for 

serving sinnersé 

 

1. HE LIVE A LIFE ROOTED IN BAPTISM. 

 
Mark 1:9 -  10 (NKJV) 9It came to pass in those 

days  that  Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 

baptized  by John in the Jordan .   10And immediately, 

coming up  £from the water, He saw the heavens parting 

and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.    

A. The first thing Jesus did to begin His ministry was 

to be baptised. 

 Before He began ANY service for God, He went to 

be baptised. 

 Johnôs baptism was a baptism of repentance. What 

did Jesus have to ñrepentò of? 

 Nothing. His humanity was Perfect and without sin, 

yet He chose to ñburyò his own, perfect human life 

when it came to ministering to man what was 

needed. Only Godôs life would be His mission to 

give to fallen mankind. 

 The GOSPEL is NOT about giving fallen man a 

perfect human life, but to give man GODôS LIFE! 

 His statement: ñEven though my humanity is 

perfect, I choose not to live BY it. I will not live IN 

myself, or FOR myself. 

 

B. Baptism here means being buried! 

 He was baptised in the Jordan. ñJordanò means ñto 

be taken downò, ñto be laid lowò. 

 In the Jordan, Jesus laid down, put down His own 

life as the basis of His service to God. 

 It is humility to the furthest extent! 

 Baptism means to ñimmerse inò ïto be placed in 

another element, realm. 

 

C. The principle: I put my ñselfò to death and will live 

only through and by God. 

 John 5:19 (NKJV) 
19

Then Jesus answered and said 

to them, ñMost assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 

do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father 

do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like 

manner.   

 John 5:30 (NKJV) 
30

I can of Myself do nothing. As I 

hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because 

I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father 

who sent Me.  

 2 Corinthians 3:5 (NKJV) 
5
Not that we are sufficient 

of ourselves to think of anything as being from 

ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God,   

 

 

D. He refused to let His serving come FROM Himself 

as the source. (It could only be from the Father). 

 If we serve people with our self, it is just a social 

gospel, not Christôs. To serve people with Christ is 

the work of the church. 

 Our love for others will always be with ulterior 

motives. We have to love with Godôs love. To do 

this óselfô must get out of the way. 

 John 14:10 ï ñThe Father who dwells in Me does 

the work.ò 
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E. Baptism ends our ñshoppingò for what I will live 

for. (The mall of ñselfò is closed forever!) 

 People spiritually ñshopò for the next ñthingò to go 

with. 

 Baptism end this. It means taking refuge in God 

alone. 

 Romans 6:4 (NKJV) 4Therefore we were buried with 

Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 

we also should walk in newness of life.  

 

F. Our life has been baptised into Christ! We are in 

His death and resurrection! 

 

 

2. HE LIVED IN THE AWARENESS OF THE 

FATHERôS LOVE. 

 
Mark 1:11 (NKJV) 11Then a voice came from heaven, ñYou 

are My beloved  Son, in whom I am well pleased.ò  

Mark 9:7 (NKJV) 7And a cloud came and overshadowed 

them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ñThis 

is My beloved  Son. Hear Him!ò   

 

A. It is the ñBELOVED Sonò, not just ñSonò. 

 Be-loved! Jesus walked around being loved by the 

Father! 

 John called himself, ñthe disciple whom He (Jesus) 

lovedò 

 Satan tempted Jesus saying, ñIf you are the Son of 

Godé.ò (He left out ñBeloved!ò) 

 

B. This word is ñAgapaoò ï Divine Love 

 Hebrew root (aw-gab) is, ñto breathe afterò, ñto 

have intense, burning, personal love forò 

 Greek root means ñthe deliberate assent of the will 

toò ï favour towards. 

 The descent of Godôs will towards us characterised 

by deep, passionate desire to see favour extended 

towards! 

 

C. The consciousness of the Fatherôs love was the 

most outstanding trademark of Jesusô life. 

 John 3:35 (NKJV) 35The Father loves the Son, and has 

given all things into His hand.   

 John 5:20 (NKJV) 20For the Father loves the Son, and 

shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will 

show Him greater works than these, that you may 

marvel.   

 

D. To be aware of Godôs love makes serving others is 

easy. 

 Love for others is spontaneous when we live in the 

daily consciousness of Godôs love for us. 

 1 John 4:11 ï ñBeloved, if God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another.ò 

 

E. The awareness Jesus wants you to live in:  

 John 15:9 - ñAs the Father has loved me, so 

have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  

 15:10 - 
10

If you keep My commandments, you 

will abide in My love, just as I have kept My 

Fatherôs commandments and abide in His love. 
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 John 17:26 (NKJV) 
26

And I have declared to 

them Your name, and will declare it, that the 

love with which You loved Me may be in them, 

and I in them.ò 

 

 

3. HE FACED AND CONQUERED SATAN 

WITH GODôS WORD. 

 
 
Mark 1:12 -  13 (NKJV) 12Immediately the Spirit drove 

Him into the wilderness.   13And He was there in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with 

the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to Him.   

A. Jesus was driven by the Spirit to confront satan 

before beginning His ministry. 

 God is the lover of souls and satan is the hater of 

human souls. 

 To  

B. To walk in Godôs love to serve others, you MUST 

contend with satan. 

 To walk into gospel service is to walk into a war 

over their soul. 

 Love is messy! To walk in love is to walk into the 

messes of satan in peopleôs lives. 

 When you meet satanôs lies and damage in others, 

your compassion will GROW. 

 

C. Jesus conquered satan with the WORD of God as 

our model. 

 Jesus used the weapon of truth to defeat satan. 

 Love for people flows from first loving the truth and 

hating lies. 

 

D. You can not love others without spiritual warfare 

in Godôs power. 

 2 Cor. 10:4-5 

 

E. To serve people is to FIGHT for their freedom and 

redemption with Godôs truth. 

 

 

4. HE LIVED IN THE FLOW OF GODôS 

LOVE. 

 
 
Mark 1:40 -  42 (NKJV) 40Now a leper came to Him, 

imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, 

ñIf You are willing, You can make me clean.ò 41Then 

Jesus, moved with compassion , stretched out  His  hand 

and touched him, and said to him,  ñI am willing; be 

cleansed.ò  42As soon as He had spoken, immediately 

the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed.    

Mark 6:34 (NKJV) 34And Jesus, when He came out, saw a 

great multitude and was moved with compassion  for 

them, because they were like sheep not having a 

shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.   

 

Mark 8:2 (NKJV) ñI have compassion  on the multitude, 

because they have now continued with Me three days and 

have nothing to eat.    
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A. Miracles from God began with ñHe was moved 

with Compassionò. 

 This was the Father in Him moving to serve people. 

 Today believers seem to move in ñdoctrinal 

opinionsò rather than in love. We are argumentative 

rather than intuitional. 

 

B. Love is the realm of the supernatural, because 

God is love. 

 1 John 4:16 (NKJV) 16And we have known and believed 

the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who 

abides in love abides in God, and God in him.   

 

C. The flow of Godôs love ï sympathy to empathy to 

compassion. 

 I feel sorry for you. 

 I feel sorrow with you. 

 I will act to relieve your sorrow. 

 

D. Start listening to LOVE! 

 Tune into intuition, communion and conscience. 

 We are not a compassionate generation because we 

live in our reasoning instead of our heart! 

 

E. Godôs Love is a FLOW (tune in and let it grow into a 

miracle from God). 

 Cultivate Godôs love in your heart. 

 

 

5. HE MAINTAINED A PRIVATE LIFE OF 

PRAYER. 

 
 
Mark 1:35 (NKJV) 35Now in the morning, having risen a 

long while before daylight, He went out and departed 

to a solitary place; and  there He prayed.    

A. Jesusô love was rooted in a deep prayer life. 

 Luke 5:16 (NKJV) 16So He Himself often withdrew into 

the wilderness and prayed.  

 Luke 6:12 (NKJV) 12Now it came to pass in those days 

that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued 

all night in prayer to God.   

 Luke 9:28 (NKJV) 28Now it came to pass, about eight 

days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and 

James and went up on the mountain to pray.   

 If you follow Jesus life in the gospels, major things 

came after each episode of prayer. 

 

 

B. The first thing that goes when we fail to pray is 

our love: for God, for others and for our spirit. 

 Matt 24:12 ï ñé the love of many will grow cold.ò  

 A Servantôs spirit is produced from a life of Prayer. 

 Prayer adjusts us to Godôs view, attitude, 

disposition, etc. 

 

C. Fellowship with God is the root of a life of love 

and service. 

 We become like those we spend time with. 

 If you have a prayer life with God, you will major 

in love, mercy and grace. 

 Godôs Self-Revelation: Exod 34:5 - ñThe LORD, the 

LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to 

anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7maintaining 
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love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion 

and sin. 

 You could state the opposite of this description and have 

a perfect commentary on the modern person! 

 

D. If Jesus had to live a life of prayer to fulfill His 

assignments from God, where does that leave us? 

 Prayer is getting connected and staying connected to 

God in your spirit. 

 Prayer is going ñshoppingò in God with an 

unlimited debit card paid by the death of Christ! 

 Matt. 7:7 - ñAsk, and it will be given to you; seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 

you.  

 

E. You can not stay indifferent for someone you pray 

for. 

 

 

6. HIS LOVE WAS TESTED. 

 
 
Mark 8:31 (NKJV) 31And He began to teach them that the 

Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected  by 

the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again .   

A. For Love to be GENUINE it must be tested (to 

reveal motives) 

 Satan will test your love to get you to STOP. 

 People will test your love because they can not 

BELIEVE 

 God will test your love to MATURE you. 

 

B. Mark emphasises Jesusô sufferings because of 

His choice to live as a servant of Love: 
1. Plotted to kill Him ï Mark 3:6 

2. Opposition of friends and family ï 3:20-21 

3. Accused of demon possession ï 3:22 

4. Kicked out of country ï 5:17 

5. Ridiculed for His faith ï 5:20 

6. Rejected in Nazareth ï 6:1-3 

7. Criticised for His doctrine ï 7:5 

8. Judas betrayed ï 14:10-11 

9. Denied by peter ï 14:26-27 

10. Beaten Scoured and crucified! 

(All in 3 years!) 

 

C. Love is moving upstream against the current of 

culture: selfishness. 

 The test is to PROVE that ñLove never failsé.ò That it 

is the ULTIMATE power in the Universe. 

 The test of Love is to expose the darkness of everything 

else it meets. 

 

D. Jesus made the disciples get into the boat of 

Service: Mark 4:35-41. 

 The wind is contrary. 

 We need to invite Jesus into the boat and calm every 

storm by His love for us. 

 

E. Expect love to be tested (After you pass the test 

Power will abound!) 

 Three stages of the Spirit: (1) the Baptism of the 

Spirit, (2) the testing of the Spirit and (3) the Filling 

of the Spirit. 

 The lack of power in the church is a lack of love. 
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7. HE STAYED IN FAITH AND BELIEVED 

FOR GODôS BEST FOR EVERYONE. 

 
 
Mark 5:35  -  36 (NKJV) 35While He was still 

speaking,  some came from the ruler of the 

synagogueôs house  who said, ñYour daughter is dead. 

Why trouble the Teacher any further?ò 36As soon as 

Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the 

ruler of the synagogue,  ñDo not be afraid; only 

believe .ò   

A. Another aspect of Jesusô love was His walking in 

FAITH. (He believed for Godôs best for everyone He 

met). 

1. Leper ï Mark 1:40-42 

2. Jairus ï 5:35-36 

3. Woman with issue of blood ï 5:34 

4. Everyone ï 7:37 

 

B. To love with Godôs love is to walk in faith for 

people. (ñLove believes all thingsé.ò) 

 You canôt help someone by just empathising and 

being emotionally connected; It takes faith to 

release Godôs provisions. 

 Real love is shown by BELIEVING Godôs word for 

people to get them delivered from their situations! 

 1 Cor. 13:6-7 -  6does not rejoice in iniquity, but 

rejoices in the truth; 7bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. 

 

C. Faith is pointing people to God, and getting their 

eyes off themselves and their circumstances. 

 This way of loving people really helps!  

 Your ability to help people is greatly diminished if 

you can not inspire faith. To inspire faith, you have 

to live by faith. 

 

D. Faith works by love (Gal. 5:6). 

 Galatians 5:6 (NKJV) 
6
For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, 

but faith working through love.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 

*ÅÓÕÓ ÌÉÖÅÄ Á ÌÉÆÅ &ÕÌÌÙ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ,ÏÖÅȢ ɉ)Æ ×Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
%ÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÉÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÔÈÅÎ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏÏɊȢ 

His Love was rooted in: 

1. Baptism. 
2. !×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ,ÏÖÅ 
3. Dealing with satan 
4. Living in the Flow of compassion 
5. Maintaining a life of prayer 
6. Letting love be tested 
7. Walking in faith. 

If we want our service to God to be patterned after Christ, we have to 
follow Him into this pattern. 

 


