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February 3, 2008  

G O S P E L  S E R V I C E  –  J E S U S ’  W A Y  

T O  J O U R N E Y  I N T O  G R E A T N E S S  

Series Text: Mark 10:43-45 

“…whoever wants to become great among you must be your 

servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45For 

even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

REVIEW 

A.  Christ has Come to SERVE us. 

 Mark 10:45 – ñFor even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.ò 

 He served us in the past, He serves us in the present 

and He will serve us in the future! 

 Luke 22:27 – ñFor who is greater, he who sits at the 

table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the 

table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.ò 

 

B.  Religion has emphasised OUR service to Christ over 

CHRISTôS Service to us. 

 Law emphasises our service to God (often out of 

fear, to earn God’s love or to atone for sin). 

 Grace emphasises God serving us with Christ. 

 We love Him because He first loved us. 

 1 John 4:10-11 

 

C.  The Call to Service is the Call to a Greatness of Life 

in God. 

 Ȱȣ×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ 
your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave 
of all.ȱ 

 The world asks, Ȭ(Ï× ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÂÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÉÍÅȩȭ The secret: To put yourself in a place of Christ-ian 
serve is to place your life under Christ serving you  
with what you serve others with! 

 Service is EMPOWERMENT-Placement! 

 

D.  The Significance of the Blind manôs healing following 

Jesus teaching on Service. 

 Mark 10:46-52. 

 After teaching on this life-focus of SLAVE-service to 

God, Jesus opens the eyes of one born blind! 

 We are all “blind” with pride and self-centerdness. A life 

of service comes from having our eyes opened! 

 Jesus turns sitting blind beggers (“give-me”) into 

walking, seeing servants (“let me give”). 

 

E.  The investment placed upon O.T. Priests for Service 

(a type of what we need to receive to serve). 

 Exod 29 – Consecration of priests for service. 

 Garments, anointed, blood, fat with thigh, loaf-

cake-waifer, breast: wave before the LORD. 

 

F.  Christ MINISTERS a Salvation to our WHOLE 

PERSON before He calls us to serve Him. 

 Mark 2:1 – 3:6 contains FIVE key elements of 

Christ’s service to us: 

 Forgiveness, Feasting, Friendship, Favour and 

Freedom. 

 Then in Mark 3:13-19 Jesus calls His disciples to 

Him to serve with Him in His work! 
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THE WAYS OF CHRIST’S 
SERVICE 

Luke 22:27 – “Yet I am among you as the One who serves.” 

X Do we know how Christ Serves us? What are His ways in 

His service to us? 

X You really don’t know someone well until you know their 

ways. (Their ways in what and how they do things) 

X Psalms 103:7 (NKJV) ñHe made known His ways to 

Moses, His acts to the children of Israel.ò  

 

1. AS OUR SAVIOUR, CHRIST COMES 

TO FORGIVE US AND RESTORE OUR 

WALK. 

 

 

Mark 2:10 “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power 

on earth to forgive sins….” 

A. Mark 2:1-12. Jesus heals a Paralytic. 

 Like this ÍÁÎ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÔÉÍÅ ȰÃÒÉÐÐÌÅÄȱ ÉÎ 
ÏÕÒ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ Ȱ×ÁÌËȱ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 'ÏÄȢ 

 3ÉÎ ÈÁÓ ÐÕÔ ÕÓ ÁÌÌ ÉÎ Á ȰÂÅÄȱ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ ËÉÎÄȢ 
 

B. We all have 2 problems Christ must free us from: 

Sin and its Damages. 
1. Sin is the root spiritual problem 
2. Damages are evident in outward behaviour. 
3. Jesus comes to serve us with a FORGIVENESS that 

heals up the sin problem and the outward problem! 

 

C. Sin has ñcrippledò our ability to walk uprightly. 
1. Titus 3:3-5 

 

D. Jesus has AUTHORITY to free us from sins. (Mark 

2:7, 10) 
1. Ȱ4ÈÁÔ you may know that the Son of Man has 
!54(/2)49 ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÔÏ &/2')6% ÓÉÎÓȢȱ 

2. All judgement has been given to the Son ɀ John 5:22 
3. *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÏÏË ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÆÏÒÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ 

on your sins. He served you by taking the judgment 
and Forgiving you. 

4. Greek word Forgive = to send off, send away. 
5. Col. 1:14 - 2giving thanks to the Father, who has 

qualified you£ to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have 
redemption,£ the forgiveness of sins. 
 

E. The Effect of Forgiveness will be healing in our 

ñwalkò too! 
1. To Prove Christ forgave sin he HEALED the paralytic. 

 

F. Jesus gives Authority to ñPick up your bed and 

walkò! 

 

G. The New man (spirit) will walk in a new way! 

 

H. Stand in your Foriveness and walk in your new 

spirit! 
1. We should have no more sin consciousness ɀ Heb. 

10:1-3 
2. We should resisit condemnation from satan in our 

minds (Rom.8:1) 
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I. The results of FORGIVENESS: 
1. Reverence towards God: Psalm 130:4 
2. Love (Luke 7:36-50) 
3. Go in peace (v.50) 
4. Go and sin no more (John 8:11) 

 

 

2. AS OUR GREAT PHYSICIAN, CHRIST 

COMES TO HEAL OUR SOUL 

THROUGH FEASTING WITH US. 

  

 

Mark 2:17 (NKJV) 17When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those 

who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 

I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, £to repentance.”  

A. Mark 2:13-17. Jesus Calls and Feasts with Levi the 

Tax Collector. 
1. He calls Levi, and the FIRST action is to feast with Him, 

not to serve Him. 
 

B. Jesus calls sinners to come and feast with Him to be 

healed. 
1. There is a healing in this story more powerful than the 

visible healings of the lepers, blind, and crippled. It is a 
healing of the soul from FELLOWSHIP with Christ. 
 

C. He calls us into the ENJOYMENT of Feasting with 

Him. 

1. The picture of Christian service is often a bowl and towel, 
an ox or a yoke ɀ however, I think it should be a TABLE! 
(See Psalms 23) 

2. See Rev. 3:15, 20 
3. The cure to all our ills is Fellowship with Christ. 
4. Fellowship is where Christ Serves us! 
5. FAITH is born in fellowship with Christ and His words. 

 

D. He feasts with tax collecters and sinners ï so they 

can, through Him, taste the Love and mercy of God 

for sinners! 
1. The story that is to accompany the gospel: Mark 14:3-9. 

 

E. Refusing to feast with Him and have Him serve us is 

the root sin of the religious. 
1. 4ÈÅ 0ÈÁÒÉÓÅÅÓ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÐÁÓÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ 

refuse to feast. 
2. They can not admit they need His mercy and Love 

because they do not see their sickness. 
3. They would rather serve God (law) than be served 

(grace). 
 

F. Self-righteousnes keeps us from seeing we are ill and 

need His fellowship. (Matt. 9:12-13) 
 

G. Christ cares for His ñpatientsò by FEASTING with 

them, bringing them NEAR, and letting them know 

Godôs enjoyment. 
 

H. Psalms 51:2, 12; 1 Cor. 5:7-8. 
 

I. Christ ñeatsò and ñdrinksò God and teaches His way 

by calling us to feast with Him. 
1. John 6:53-57 
2. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the 

Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 

steplinkto1%200000034272
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J. Follow Him into ENJOYING Him before going out to 

serve Him. 

3. AS OUR BRIDEGROOM, CHRIST 

COMES TO HAVE US ENJOY HIS 

INTIMATE FRIENDSHIP. 

 

Mark 2:19 (NKJV) 19And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of 

the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as 

they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast. 

A. Mark 2:18-22. Jesus rescues His Disciples from 

the constraints of dead religious traditions. 
1. Pharisees wanted Jesus disciples to fast to observe 

special religious seasons. 
2. Jesus informs the Pharisees that He was serving the 

disciples as Friends of the Bridegroom and that this 
×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ȰÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȱ ÂÕÔ */9Ȧ 

 

B. Religion binds us with laws but can not provide 

the power to keep them! 
1. *ÅÓÕÓ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÓ ȰÒÕÌÅÓȱ ÏÆ Á ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÔÏ 

keep; He came to give us LIFE. 
2. He did not come to serve us with a religion but to 

replace it with Him as a FRIENDSHIP to keep. 
3. Religion makes us twice a person of hell! (See Matt 

23:15) 
 

C. The law as a religious principle has to be dealt wit 

in us through a ñBridegroomò relationship with 

Him. 
1. 5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×ȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÅÒÅ ȰÓÅÒÖÁÎÔÓȱ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ 

2. 5ÎÄÅÒ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ Ȱfriendsȱ of the 
Bridegroom and soon to become sons of God. 

3. Abraham was called GodȭÓ ȰÆÒÉÅÎÄȱ ɉ(Å ÌÉÖÅÄ συπ 
years before the law). 

4. Fasting is to help us connect with an absent Lord, not 
when He is walking with us! (v.19) 
 

D. Christ gives us His FRIENDSHIP to replace the 

laws of religion. 
1. John 15:15 ɀ Ȱ) ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÃÁÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔÓȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ a 
ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ× ÈÉÓ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢ )ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ) 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
ÆÒÏÍ ÍÙ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÙÏÕȢȱ 

2. Christ serves us with a FRIENDSHIP that meets all 
our needs. 

3. John 15 ɀ He is the True Vine. 
 

E. As our BRIDGROOM, The JOY of His Presence 

supersedes religious law. 
1. Under love and grace (instead of law), we obey His 

commands out of Friendship 
2. See John 15:9-15 

 

F. (v.20) Fasting is replaced with Outpouring! 
1. 5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ /Ȣ4Ȣ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÁÓÔÅÄ ÔÏ 'ÅÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢ 
2. Under the N.T. we fast having the power of the Spirit. 

 

G. Christ is our New Material to be clothed with (we 

donôt ñfitò with old religious ways) 

1. Mark 2:21 (NKJV) 21No one sews a piece of 
unshrunk cloth on an old garment; or else the new 
piece pulls away from the old, and the tear is made 
worse. 

2. We are the ÎÅ× ȰÕÎÓÈÒÕÎËȱ ÃÌÏÔÈȠ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÏÌÄ 
ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔȱȢ 

3. New cloth is put on the new garment (Christ). 
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H. Christ gives us New Wine to Rejoice our spirit. 
1. The new wine is the life of Christ; the new wineskin 

is the new relationship we have with God through 
Him. 

2. 4ÈÅ ÏÌÄ ×ÉÎÅÓËÉÎ ÉÓ ȰÓÅÒÖÁÎÔÓȱ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 
wineskin is Friends! 
 

I. We become His ñBest Manò by Putting on Him as 

our Garment and Drinking the New Wine of His 

Spirit! (Mark 2:19) 

 

4. AS OUR TRUE REST, CHRIST COMES 

TO SATISFY US WITH HIS REALITY. 

 

Mark 2:28 (NKJV) 28Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the 

Sabbath.” 

A. Mark 2:23-28. Disciples eat grain and break 7 

Sabbath laws! 
1. The disciples pick grain to eat as they travelled. 
2. The Pharisees blame them for breaking Sabbath laws 

(7 laws broken!) 
3. All along the MEANING of not working on the Sabbath 

was what the Disciples were doing in letting Christ 
SERVE them! 

4. Christ was the true Sabbath-Rest! 
 

B. Christ is the True ñSabbath-Restò for Godôs 

people. 
1. Heb. 4:1, 3, 10 

2. The only way to Rest is to have someone else do the 
work. 

3. He is the Reality of all the O.T. stories and types: Col. 
2:16-17. 
 

C. Rest means Christ He is my Reality to follow, not 

religious laws. 
1. Our Hearts are SATISFIED with a relationship, not 

rules. 
2. REALITY SATISFIES. (It is the only thing that does) 
3. #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ (ÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

reality: Col. 2:9-10 
 

D. Christ is the true David who feeds us with the 

Bread of Presence: FAVOURED! 
1. David eats the bread of Presence (only fit for priests) 
2. Christ is intimating He is the true DAVID and He gives 

us the Bread of Presence to eat and be full, satisfied, 
content and strengthened. 

3. This is Divine Favour to eat this bread! 
4. Jesus gives us the Bread of Favoured friendship; Judas 

gave Him the bread of betrayal! 
 

E. He who eats His bread will never hunger again. 
1. John 6:33-35, 51 
2. If we Eat Him as Bread, we will have spiritual reality 

and be SATISFIED. 
 

F. Christ is Spiritual Reality: we should just Enjoy 

Him and the Favour He gives. 
1. This is how He serves us: with truth and reality in our 

spirit.  
2. Psalms 51:6 

 

G. Bread is prepared through PROCESS – winnowed, 

crushed, mixed (leavened) and baked. 
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1. #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÁÓ Ȱ×ÉÎÎÏ×ÅÄȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȟ ȰÃÒÕÓÈÅÄȱ ÏÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȟ ȰÍÉØÅÄȱ ÌÅÁÖÅÎÅÄ-enlarged) in 
ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ȰÂÁËÅÄȱ ɉÔÏ be receivable) with the 
Fire of the Spirit. 
 

5. AS OUR STRENGTH, CHRIST COMES 

TO RESTORE OUR PLACE OF 

FUNCTIONING. 

 

Mark 3:5 (NKJV) 5And when He had looked around at them with 

anger, being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said to 

the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his 

hand was restored £as whole as the other. 

A. Mark 3:1-6. Jesus restores a manôs withered hand. 
1. Religion could not help the man on the Sabbath day. 

2. Jesus restores His hand to functioning again! 

 

B. We all have ñwithered handsò and can not function as 

we should. 
1. Christ serves us with FREEDOM to pursue our true 
ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÓȢ 

C. We all have to ñStep Forthò and ñstep upò to Jesus 

and find a new Strength to live. 

 

D. Let Him heal your ñuselessnessò to Godôs kingdom. 
1. You were created to accomplish spiritually lasting fruit by 

your service to God. 
2. Your spirit hungers for this significance! 
3. Your real work is not to build up the world system, but to 

build up the kingdom of God in the earth where you are. 

 

E. Our sense of Meaning, Significance and Purpose flow 

from ñfunctioningò in Christôs Body. 
1. Every organ in our body has a specific function in the body. 
2. Its function is its invalueableness! 

 

F. We must all act in faith in Jesusô words to ñStretch 

forth our handò and find in obedience a restoration of 

our Divine Purpose and Abilities. 

 

G. Moses: ñWhat is in your hand?ò 
1. Exod. 4:2. 
2. ! ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ȰÓÔÁÆÆȱ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓ Á 3ÕÐÅÒÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ 

ministry!  
3. We all have something from God ȰÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÈÁÎÄȱȢ 5ÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÁÔ 

hand is healed and functioning and given to God to use, it 
is useless. 
 

H. Christ is our Strength. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Christ has come to serve you with: 

1. As a SAVIOUR with Forgiveness – restore your walk 

with Him  

2. As a Doctor with Feasting – to heal our soul with His 

fellowship 

3. As a Bridegroom with Friendship – to replace religion 

with reality  

4. As a Our Rest with Favour – Satisfy us with His Wine 

5. As our Strength with Freedom – to restore our 

functioning in God. 
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