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January 20, 2008 

Gospel Service ς ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ 
into Greatness 

Series Text: Mark 10:43-45 

͔͊vgndudq v`msr sn adbnld fqd`s `lnmf xnt ltrs ad xntq
servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of 
all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. ͋ 

 

A. Christ the Servant of God ς the theme of the gospel of Mark. 
 Matthew (Christ as King), Luke (Christ as Son of Man), 

John (Christ as the Son of God), Mark (Christ the Slave of 
God) 

 The emphasis is on the beautiful humanity of Christ 
through His Gospel service to God.  
 

B. Serving Christ AND the Gospel: Are they the same thing to 
you? 

 You cannot separate serving Christ and serving the 
gospel. 

 Mark 8:35 (NKJV) 35For whoever desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the 
ÇÏÓÐÅÌȭÓ will save it.   

 Mark 10:29 - 30 (NKJV) 29So Jesus answered and 
said, Ȱ!ÓÓÕÒÅÄÌÙȟ ) ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÌÅÆÔ 
house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My sake ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌȭÓ, 30who shall 
not receive a hundredfold now in this timeɂhouses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, 
with persecutionsɂand in the age to come, eternal life.   
 

C. The way to Fame and Fortune: 
 #ÕÌÔÕÒÅȭÓ view: Self Promotion  and Self-Acquisition .  

 #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÐÁÔÈ: Serve God and Sacrifice .  

 
D. Service to God ς what Christ did with His earthly life. 

 What would God do with His human life? The LAST thing 
we would think is to BECOME A SLAVE-SERVANT. 

 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ #(/)#% ÁÓ ÔÈÅ "%34 53% ÏÆ Á ÈÕÍÁÎ 
living. 
 

E. Service and Sacrifice: the revulsion of modern culture.  
 Mark 1-8 = the Service of Christ 

 Mark 9-16 = the Sacrifice of Christ 

 SERVICE and SACRIFICE where the choice of Christ as to 
the pattern of knowing God, and making the most of a 
human life. 
 

F. ¢ƘŜ tŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΥ άŀ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘέΦ 
 After Paul met the resurrected Christ, he called himself a 
άǎƭŀǾŜέ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΥ 

 Phil. 1:1 (NIV) 1Paul and Timothy, servants 

(bond - slaves) of Christ Jesuséò 

 Doulos  άŀ ōƻƴŘ-ǎƭŀǾŜέΥ root means to bind, to tie, be in 
bonds. 
 

G. DƻŘ ƛǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ά{ƭŀǾŜǊȅέ 
 The most anti-cultural statement Christ could make with 

His life is to live as a SLAVE to God. 

 John 14:30 - 31 (NKJV) 30I will no longer talk much with 
you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has 
nothing in Me.  31But that the world may know that I love 
the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I 
do.ȱ 

 A life lived for the LOVE of God will produce this Slave-
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÅÄ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÅÁÒÔÈÌÙ ÌÉÆÅȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ 
that our faith is the real. 
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Message #2 

Christ the Slave of God 

 

1. The Beautiful CHOICE of Jesus Christ was to be 
a Slave-Servant to God! 

 
 

Mark 10:45 (NKJV) 45For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 

l`mx-͋ 

 

A. WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜΦ 
1. He was a slave TO God, for the gospel. 

2. The test for an honest life: John 7:18 

 
B. A slave has lost all personal rights. 

1. Rom 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:1; Rev. 1:1 
2. This is a loss NOT FORCED on Christians, but CHOSEN 

out of a response to grace! 
3. ) ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÍÙ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȱ ÆÏÒ ÍÙ ÎÅ× ȰÒÉÇÈÔÓȱ ÉÎ 

Christ. 
 

C. ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƪΩ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
human life of Jesus as it is lived in service to sinners.  

1. Mark 6:34; 8:23; 10:14-16 
2. His Service displayed: 

a. His lovely humanity in virtues and perfections 
b. His powerful Divinity in glory and honour 
c. His Compassion for sinners in mercy and grace. 

 

D. Every life is for an EXPRESSION ς it is Art! 
1. Jesus used His human life to EXPRESS the Love of God, 

the MERCY of God and the GRACE of God. 

2. A life, not expressing what it was created for is a wasted 
life! 

3. To serve God is to express God. 

4. Mark 12:17 ɀ 2ÅÎÄÅÒ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓȦ 
 

E. Every time the Disciples strived to be first, Jesus taught them 
to take the position of a slave. 

1. Mark 10:35-45 

 

2. As a Slave of God, Christ SERVED sinners as the 
Great Physician. 

Mark 2:17 (NIV) ͊Nm gd`qhmf sghr+ Idrtr r`hc sn sgdl+ ͊Hs

is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have 

mns bnld sn b`kk sgd qhfgsdntr+ ats rhmmdqr-͋ 
 

A. /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ wŜŘŜŜƳ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
whole life. 

1. -ÁÒËȭÓ narrative reveals a healing ministry of the whole 
sinner. 

2. Mark 1-8 is a continual narrative of healing stories. 

3. This narrative is to become our own biography and 
history. 
 

B. Christ came as a Divine Physician with mercy and grace to heal 
sinners: 

1. Heals a Sickness and Fever (Mark 1:29-30) ɀ comforts us 
from the abnormal and fevered condition of life in the 
world. Brings the soul to quiet rest in Him. 
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2. Heals Leprosy (Mk 1:40-42) ɀ Leprosy is a type of sin. 
Cleansed from sin. 

3. Heals a Paralytic (2:1-12) ɀ Restores our walk: to walk with 
God. 

4. Heals a withered hand (3:1-5) ɀ Restores our true purpose 
and service in this life: work for God. 

5. Heals demonic oppression (5:1-20) ɀ Gives inward freedom 
over demonic forces connected with our past. 

6. Heals a flow of Blood (5:25-34) ɀ Heals the constant 
ȰÄÒÁÉÎȱ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÐÕÔÓ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅ. 

7. Raises a dead girl to life (5:35-43) ɀ Breaks the power of 
death over our life. Move into resurrection living. 

8. Feeds (6:32-44) ɀ With Himself to strengthen us. 

9. Heals deaf and dumb (7:31-37) ɀ opens our spiritual ears 
and voice to see and speak to serve Him 

10. Feeds Again (8:1-10) ɀ Continual need to feed. 

11. Heals a Blind man (8:22-26) ɀ Heals our spiritual 
blindness. 
 

C. The Gospel Biography of Mark becomes the Spiritual History of 
what God wants to reproduce in every life. 
1. Consider all these healings to be for One corporate 

Humanity. 

2. This corporate identity is actually the church! The New man 
in Christ. 

3. JŜǎǳǎΩ t!¢I ǘƻ DǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ condescension 
into service. 

 

Philippians  2:5 -  9 (NKJV) 5Let this mind be in you which 

was also in Christ Jesus,   6who, being in the form of God, 

did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,   7but made 

Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

anmcrdqu`ms͔-͋ 

 

A. The self-emptying of Christ was the basis for His living. 
1. Phil 2:5-9 is the kenosis  of Christ ( Self - emptying  ͂
͊l`cd Ghlrdke ne mn qdots`shnm͋( 

2. He did not empty Himself of Divinity, but His right to 
exercise it. He chose to live as a man.) 

3. This was part of His work and suffering on the way to the 
cross. 

4. 7ÈÁÔ Á ÃÏÎÔÒÁÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ×ÁÙȡ -ÁÒË ΫΪȡήά-44 
 

B. Five steps to God-living! 
1. Knowing His Source ς (v.6) ͔͊ adhmf hm sgd enql ne
Fnc͋ 

2. Not Grasping at Position ς (v.6)  ͔͊chc mns bnmrhcdq
dpt`khsx vhsg Fnc rnldsghmf sn ad fq`rodc͋ 

3. Making Himself nothing ς (v.7) ͔͊ats l`cd Ghlrdke ne
mn qdots`shnm-͋ 

4. Taking the Pattern of a Servant ς (v.7) ͔͊s`jhmf sgd
form of a bondservant  

5. Humbling Himself in Obedience ς (v.8) ͔͊Gd gtlakdc
Himself and became obedient to the point of 
cd`sg͔͋ 

 

C. /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Pattern was to build the Fashion of a human life to 
DƻŘΩǎ LŘŜŀƭΦ 

1. Christ was saying with His life: THIS is what God had in 
mind with a human life! 

2. If you think angels are beautiful ɀ take a look at what man 
looks like when He is full of God! 

3. Christ came to elevate humanity into God! 

4. Mountain of Transfiguration: Mark 9:1-9 
 

D. Humbled to the Lowest place He was exalted to the Highest. 
1. Phil. 2:9-11 

2. This is the reward-side of a life of service to God. 
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3. Service to God leads a life victoriously out of the world, 
the power of sin and satan, and exalts a life into the glory 
of God. 

4. Matt. 25:21 

5. Luke 19:17 ɀ service now; authority later. 
 

E. THIS PATTERN is now the Life that is within us by the Holy 
Spirit! (Phil. 2:5) 

1. ͊5Let this mind be in you which was also in 

Christ Jesus ͔-  ͋

2. John 13:15-17 

3. By the Spirit  of Christ, the Life of Christ is in us. That life 
reproduces the PATTERN of Slave-service to God AND 
exaltation into the glory of God! 

 
 

4. ChristΩǎ POWER to Serve and Suffer came from 
His Enjoyment of the Father. 

 

Isaiah 42:1,4 (NKJV)͊Adgnkc Lx Rdqu`ms vgnl H tognkc+ My 

Elect One in whom My soul delights!  I have put My Spirit 

tonm Ghl͔-4He will not fail nor be discouraged,  till He 

g`r drs`akhrgdc itrshbd hm sgd d`qsg-͋ 
Isaiah 42:1-4; Isaiah 50:4-5, 7 
 

A. Isaiah 42:1 ς God delighted in the Son. 
1. Jesus lived in this Delight (Mark 9:7) 

2. Jesus lived His life in the Love of the Father (He did 
not need human acceptance, approval, promotion, 
understanding, etc). 

3. (ÉÓ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȟ ÆÒÅÅÄ 
Him from need, so He could serve. 

4. John 15:9-11 

 

 
B. His enjoyment helped Him serve quietly, without striving to 

promote Himself. (42:2; Matt 12:18-20) 
1. ȰHe will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His 

voice to be heard in the street.ȱ 

2. There is no self-promotion or need to make himself 
known. He was content that the Father knew! 
 

C. .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ aŜǊŎȅΣ IŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōǊǳƛǎŜΣ 
harm or quench the meekest of hearts. (42:3-4) 

1. He did not harm a bruised life 

2. He did not quench a life that is but a smolder 
 

D. He Had the ear of the learned and the tongue of the 
instructed (50:4-5) 

1. He awoke each morning with a pierced ear to God (4b) 

2. He was never rebellious, always obedient and listened to 
the Word of God (v5) 

3. He was able to sustain the weary (4a) 

4. Could you imagine what our homes would be like with 
our ear and tongue given to God as a servant!? 

 

E. A New take on Christ as the άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ (Isaiah 53:2-
3). 

1. His suffering was not with His role (as a servant), but 
with the conditions of those He served and the 
environment He served in (both the result of sin). 

2. Sin is suffering -- not service to God.  

3. Sin forces suffering on you. Love for God makes you 
choose suffering to bring redemption to a situation. 

4. Suffering is enduring environment in the power of 
God: Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ do not be ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in 
the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of 
'ÏÄȢȢȢȢȱ (2 Tim 1:8) 
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5. WŜǎǳǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ άƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŦǊŜŜέΦ 

Exodus 21:1-6 (NIV)  5͊Ats he sgd rdqu`ms cdbk`qdr+ ͆H knud

my master and my wife and children and do not want to go 

eqdd+͇6then his master mu st take him before the judges.  He 

shall take him to the door or the doorpost and pierce his 

ear with an awl. Then he will be his servan t for life.  
 

A. άL ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΧ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦǊŜŜΦέ 
1. The choice of a slave if He loved his master: permanent 

ownership. 

2. "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ,ÏÖÅȟ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÆÒÅÅȣ 
a.  He loved God as His Father (jn 14:31) 
b.  The church as His Bride (Eph. 5:25) 
c.  All believers as His children (Gal 2:20b) 
d. Sinners as lost sheep (Mark 6:34) 

3. Jesus stayed in the conditions of earth to serve the Plan 
of God and save us. 

4. Today people want to be free of marriages, children, 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÅÔÃȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ȰÆÒÅÅÄÏÍȱ 
becaÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ× 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȢ 
 

B. When you have the Love of God in you, you do not want to 
άƎƻ ƻǳǘ ŦǊŜŜέΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

1. 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅȡ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÁÎÓ ΫȡΫγ-25 

2. 7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÌË ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÒÖÅȢ 

3. When you step out of His love, you will fall into the 
×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÙÏÕȢ 

4. Love and Service are eternally joined; Fear and 
selfishness  are eternally joined. 

5. Eph. 5:2, 25 
a. Ephesians 5:2 (NKJV) 2And walk in love, as 

Christ also has loved us and given Himself for 

us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling aroma.  

b. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) 25Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself for her,   

 

C. All believers who live in Christ and have His serving life in 
them should take His pattern by learning to be slaves, 
ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ 

1. Mark 6:7 ɀ Ȱ!ÎÄ (Å ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ô×ÅÌÖÅ ÔÏ (ÉÍÓÅÌÆȟ ÁÎÄ 
began to send them out two by two, and gave them 
ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÖÅÒ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÎ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÓȢȱ 

2. We should have the spirit, love and obedience of a slave 
(Rev. 22:3b) 

 
D. ²Ƙŀǘ άCǊŜŜŘƻƳέ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΥ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

flesh or following the demand of your spirit? 
1. ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ: άCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ 
ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΣ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦέ 

2. /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ: άCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘέ 
 

E. The Life of a SLAVE is FREEING and EASY when the MASTER 
is Gracious and Rich! 

1. Ȱ-Ù ÙÏËÅ ÉÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÂÕÒÄÅÎ ÉÓ ÌÉÇÈÔȣȱ ɉ-ÁÔÔȢ ΫΫȡέΪɊ 

2. A slave is free of the burden of running everything and 
providing everything. 

3. (ÉÓ ÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÄÁÙ ÔÁÓË ÉÓ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÏÎÅȡ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ 
interest. 
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6. Believers find their service to others in the 
tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

 

Hebrews 8:1 -  2 (NKJV) 1Now this is  the main point of the 

things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 

heavens, 2a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true 

tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.   

A. The Lord is STILL SERVING us from Heaven! 
1. He serves us in His High Priestly Ministry (Heb. 8:1-2) 

2. He offers Himself to us as our very Life, Position and 
Supply so that we live in His serving life. 

3. Do you have a Vision of Christ serving you and the 
church? (Or has religion totally blinded you with a one 
way vision: we serve Him). 

4. Some have the idea Jesus, now risen, no longer has a 
serving life. He reigns now instead of serves. No He is 
reigning now TO continue a more powerful service to 
the church! 
 

B. Our service to Christ flows from receiving His Ministry to us. 
1. Matt. 10:8 ɀ ȰFreely you have received, freely giveȱ 

2. Take time to pray in the spirit and ask the Lord to 
minister to you: He will speak, feed, heal, encourage, 
fill, supply, etc. 

3. We love because He first loved us ɀ 1 John 4:19 
 

C. John 13:1-17. Let Christ serve and wash and supply you to 
become a part of His Gospel service to the world. 

 
 
 
 

Conclusion: 

 
Will you PATTERN your life after Christ? 
 
X Make the Beautiful choice Christ did: A Slave of God. 
X Let Christ minister as the Great Physician to your life. 
X ¢ŀƪŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎΥ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ 

servant. 
X Stay in the Enjoyment of God to have the power of His 

Love fuel your service 
X Choose, like Christ, to not go out free 
X Let Christ serve you from His High Priestly Ministry  

 


