
 

Power Containers 
Acts 1:8 (NKJV) άBut you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 

Words of Ministry 
²ŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ today in the church. When the world talks about an 

άŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎǊƛǎƛǎέΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ 

everything. That is exactly what we are facing in the church. How can we care 

for our work, families and daily responsibilities and still find sufficient time 

and energy to carry our assignments from God? 

A half-equipped church cannot carry out a full gospel service to the world. In 

ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 

gives us. This is why the Lord Jesus promised us a gift from the Father:  ά¸ƻǳ 

shall receive power ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳΧέ (Acts 1:8). The 

Holy Spirit has come to equip us in two primary ways: He came to live in us for 

Christlikeness in life and to come upon us for power in service. 

There are many Christians who do not see this two-fold distinction of the Gift 

of the Holy SpiritΦ Lƴ WƻƘƴ нлΥннΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ IŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

the disciples and said, άwŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΦ Immediately He breathed on 

them and they received the Spirit. This was the Spirit to live within them as 

the presence of Christ and give them the very life of Christ. But Jesus also told 

the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the baptism of the Holy Spirit to come 

upon them to empower them for their service. He said, άȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ receive 

power ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳΧΦέ This is an experience and 

ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ άŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎǊƛǎƛǎέΗ 

God wants you to have the empowerment of the Sprit for your service. When 

ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

carry out your mission for the Lord. The word άǇƻǿŜǊέ in Acts 1:8 is the Greek 

word, άŘǳƴŀƳƛǎέΣ which means άŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ and άƳƛƎƘǘέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ άDƻŘ-ŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ 

attached to our human-ability and therefore makes our service a super-

natural one! We are anointed by God to carry our His assignments with a 

heavenly might and endurance. We become άǇƻǿŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎέ of God! 

We have never needed this gift more than we do today. Everywhere you look, 

people are tired, drained and depleted. The world is exacting in its demands 

for our attention and energy. Where can we find the time and energy to carry 

ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ Ln the Holy Spirit! ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ώάŘǳƴŀƳƛǎέ - ability, might, miraculous power, mighty working] 

²I9b ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳΦέ Not only does the Holy Spirit 

EMPOWER us for what God calls us to do, but He also REFRESHES us when we 

flow in His power. Instead of feeling depleted, we fell full and strengthened. 

This is what Paul was getting at in Ephesians 5:18 when he said, ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ 

ŘǊǳƴƪ ƻƴ ǿƛƴŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜōŀǳŎƘŜǊȅΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

Paul knew that walking in the empowerment of the Spirit had the same affect 

on our spirit that wine does on our body. It refreshes, intoxicates and 

ƎƭŀŘŘŜƴǎ ǳǎΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƳǇŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƻ 

the spirit of man at salvation, but also to come and live in the new creation 

and fill it with God, empower it with might and gladden it with joy! No wonder 

Jesus made a big deal about this gift! 

So how do we receive this mighty empowerment of the Spirit? We get our 

faith turned to Jesus! When we see that Jesus died on the cross for our sins, 

we have faith to believe for salvation. When we see Jesus risen, glorified and 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Spirit to empower us (see Acts 2:33). It is all a matter of looking to Jesus and 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

you will surely get one!). It is about looking to a completed work by Jesus, 

exercising specific faith for this promise and receiving it. 

The evidence of this gift will be dramatic. You will speak in a heavenly 

language, have your spirit emboldened for the Lord, have new found spiritual 

gifts for service and find your spirit wrapped in a new spiritual empowerment.  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŘŜŀƭΗ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƛt that is a free gift from the 

[ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ {ƻ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊΗ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ƻǊ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ-given assignments. Step up to your 

place in Christ, step into your empowerment by the Spirit and step out and 

fulfill your God given mission. Beloved, the Lord not only loves you, but He 

equips you. He has not left you down here on earth ill-equipped. Take ALL His 

gifts and accomplish all His will for your life!  
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